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It is with great excitement and anticipation that I extend greetings to each

and every one of you as we approach the District Two Conference, hosted

by the dedicated members of Altrusa International of Montgomery County,

Maryland Club. The theme for this conference, "Bee the Change You Want

To See In The World," which echoes the spirit of service and transformation

that defines our collective mission. 

As we gather from April 25 to 28, 2024, let us embrace the symbolism of

the bee—a tireless worker, a symbol of community, and a force for

pollination that brings forth new life. Altrusans, too, are like bees, tirelessly

working towards a better world, pollinating seeds of change that blossom

into opportunities for those in need in our communities and globally.

This Conference is not just a meeting; it is a hive of ideas, collaboration,

and inspiration. It is an opportunity for us to come together, share our

successes, learn from one another, and collectively shape the future of

Altrusa International. The workshops, discussions, and presentations

scheduled throughout the event will provide valuable insights and tools to

help us increase our impact and effectiveness in service. 

I encourage each attendee to actively participate, share your experiences,

and engage in meaningful conversations. Together, let us explore ways to

address the challenges facing our communities and celebrate the victories,

no matter how small, that bring us closer to our shared vision of a better

world.

May our collective efforts, like the industrious buzzing of bees, create a

symphony of positive change that reverberates far beyond the confines of

this gathering.

I look forward to an exciting and fruitful District Two Conference, and I am

confident that, together, we will "Bee the Change" in our world. 
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Together, we can "Bee the Change You Want to See in the World."   

Every club should strive to attain these critical Biennium Goals. When

developing your club's strategic plan, use these goals as a roadmap. I

challenge you to "Bee the Change You Want to See in the World, your

Club, and your Communities."

Leadership: 

Foster a consortium of dynamic Altrusa leaders. Submit your club’s Strategic Plan to the

District Governor, engaging in succession planning activities. Share insightful leadership

articles with the DSB and contribute to the monthly Governor’s Message.

Membership: 

Drive Altrusa's growth by achieving a net gain of three or more new members during the

biennium. Contribute strategies for member retention, submitting relevant articles to the

DSB and the monthly Governor's message.

Service: 

Enhance participation in both local and global community service projects. Showcase your

Club’s Service Projects on the Altrusa International Service Database. Submit a minimum of

one (1) article to the DSB for both summer and winter publications. Additionally, contribute

at least two (2) articles to the District Two Service Newsletter. Promote increased

participation in the Award Entries for Service and encourage clubs to submit projects to the

International Service Database.

Communication: 

Persist in seeking innovative ways to enhance the District Website, providing members with

the necessary tools for club maintenance and growth. Explore diverse communication

channels such as newsletters, social media, and electronic communication to engage with

members effectively.

Days for Girls: 

Continue exploring strategies to champion the International Service Project Days for Girls.

2023-2025 Biennium Goals
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International Women’s Day is March 8, 2024!

This year's theme set by the United Nations is "Invest in Women: Accelerate

Progress". Days for Girls volunteers will be getting involved in the celebration. This

is a great opportunity to raise awareness about menstrual health. We need to

invest in women and girls. 

Days for Girls has created a "Starter Guide for Volunteers". We encourage

Altrusans individually or through your club to get involved in the celebration of the

day. There are many things you can do in the week leading up to March 8th. You

can post on social media, organize a community event involving women-led

organizations or write an editorial. Women and girls are being left behind. As we

have already become aware, menstrual health has caused many young girls

uneducated and left in positions of being trafficked or living in poverty. 

We want to continue empowering girls and women to be educated and move on to

better opportunities. There is a link attached with this article with the "Starter

Guide for Volunteers".  Please consider getting involved and choosing to do an

activity.  Visit IWD 2024 Volunteers!  
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Days for Girls International

Susan Corey, DfG Co-Chair Ellen Barta, DfG Co-Chair

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18zlMDgEhlBNemzkIR4H4noBq0sLVlsgY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18zlMDgEhlBNemzkIR4H4noBq0sLVlsgY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18zlMDgEhlBNemzkIR4H4noBq0sLVlsgY/view?usp=sharing
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world:

indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

― Margaret Mead
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Update Your Club's Information

in Group Tally! 

REMEMBER to please update all of your

membership changes and additions in

Group Tally. 

Remember!  International & District
dues are half price for new members

from December 1 - March 31.

Please pay your District Dues and
International Dues, preferably in

Group Tally!  

Altrusa District Two Conference
April 25-28, 2024

Holiday Inn College Park
10000 Baltimore Avenue
College Park, Maryland

Hosted by Altrusa International
Montgomery County, MD Club

M A R C H  2 0 2 4 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 0

District Two Service Newsletter Submission Information

District Service Program Coordinator

Next Due Date  

 May 1, 2024 for June Publication

Shari Gomez - sharigomez66@gmail.com

Send questions to Shari with this email

address: sharigomez66@gmail.com

Submit information to be added to the

newsletter to this email address:

d2servicenewsletter@gmail.com.

Submission due dates: the first of August,

November, February, and May.
The District Two Service Newsletter will be

published in September, December, March, and

June. 

(Please be sure that submission information

includes pictures. : )

The easiest way to ensure the submission is

correct is to add the information and pictures into

a Word or Google Doc. There is not a limit to the

amount of information to submit. 

International Women’s Day 

March 8, 2024

International Women's Day is a global

holiday celebrated annually on March 8 as a

focal point in the women's rights movement.

IWD gives focus to issues such as gender

equality, reproductive rights, and violence

and abuse against women.

 Important Date Reminders
Altrusa District Two Conference

Hotel Registration Deadline - March 26
Make yours today!

District Two Conference Registration
Deadline 

Postmarked after April 1 - Late Fee - $25

Altrusa Award Applications - Due
March 1

Foundation Grant Applications -
Deadline - March 15

mailto:sharigomez66@gmail.com
mailto:sharigomez66@gmail.com
mailto:d2servicenewsletter@gmail.com


M A R C H  2 0 2 4 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 0



M A R C H  2 0 2 4 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 0



M A R C H  2 0 2 4 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1 0



“A leader takes people where they want to go. A great leader takes

people where they don’t necessarily want to go, but ought to be.” 

– Rosalynn Carter, former first lady of the United States
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