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The following information provided in this packet serves as a guide to the procedures of 

the classroom.  Please be sure to also read the Parent Handbook that will soon be 

available on Millhopper.com, as it contains detailed guidelines and expectations to 

ensure a successful experience at Millhopper Montessori School.   

 

 

Communication 

I will do the majority of correspondences through newsletters and notices that will be 

sent in your child’s take-home folder.  The folder will be sent home every Friday.  Please 

return the folder on Monday.  There will also be signup sheets posted on the 

classroom door or bulletin board to bring in items for special projects and food 

preparation activities.  You will be informed when signups occur via notices in your 

child’s folder.   

 

You can also access all classroom information via the weekly E-blasts/emails that will be 

sent by MMS every Sunday.  

 

You will receive a Six-Week Interim Report to let you know how well your child is 

adjusting to the classroom.  The report will include an evaluation of observed work 

habits, behaviors, attitudes and social interactions.  

 

There will be two conferences during the year.  The first one will be held in November 

and the second in May.  At this time we will discuss your child’s progress and report 

card.  The report card contains an assessment of your child’s developmental and 

academic progress.  You can also request a conference at anytime throughout the year.  

There will also be two parent nights in October and February where you will be able to 

see the work that your child is doing in class.   

 

If you ever need to relay information to me or have a question about your child, please 

feel free to contact me at anytime.  The following is a list of ways that you can get in 

touch with me: 



1) Leave a note in the basket marked “Notes to the Teacher” which will be on top of 

the cubbies. 

2) E-mail me at ceckstein@millhopper.com.  I typically check my email in the 

morning before school starts and the end of the day.  Since I am with the children 

during the majority of the day I cannot guarantee that I will have the opportunity 

to read/respond to emails between 8:30-3:00.  Please keep this in mind when 

relaying information to me. Thank you for your understanding.     

3) Call the school.  If I am unavailable to take your call at the moment, I will return 

your message as soon as I can.    

4) Stop by the classroom before school starts or after dismissal.     

 

 

Lunches 

Children need to bring their own lunch.  Please provide a cloth napkin to serve as a 

placemat, a paper napkin (or another cloth napkin), AND any utensils your child 

will need.  Please do not send glass containers.   

  

Healthy eating habits are heavily emphasized in our curriculum.  Make packing your 

child’s lunch a cooperative activity by giving nutritious choices.  This will ensure that 

your child will eat and enjoy everything in the lunchbox.  Any uneaten portions of your 

child’s lunch will be sent back home so you are aware of what has not been eaten (with 

the exception of open containers of things such as yogurt, fruit or juice boxes).   

 

Do not be concerned if your child isn’t eating a lot during lunch at the beginning of the 

year.  Many of the children are working on the balancing act of socializing with friends 

and eating at the same time.  Ms. Kendal will monitor lunchtime and prompt the 

children to focus on eating if they are socializing excessively.  During mealtime at home, 

please be sure that your child is able to eat without assistance.  If children are not used 

to feeding themselves at home, they will not be successful doing so at school.  Ms. 

Kendal is happy to assist with opening up containers after the child has tried to do so 

first.      

 

Snacks are provided by the school (unless your child has food restrictions or allergies to 

the standard snacks that are served).  Please refer to the Parent Handbook for further 

information regarding Millhopper Montessori’s lunch policies.   

 

 

Pocketed Materials 

The materials in the classroom are small and very enticing to the children.  Therefore, 

some children want to keep the objects for themselves.  This is a very normal thing at 
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this age.  If you find materials in your child’s pockets, please return the material in 

a sealed envelope and place it in the “Note to Teachers” basket.   

 

 

Show-and-Tell 

Show-and-Tell will be every Thursday afternoon.  This is an optional activity.  Children 

may bring in possessions that fit the theme of the week.  You will be notified of the 

themes through our class calendar and newsletters.  Appropriate things to share during 

show-and-tell include objects found in nature, items found around the house, pictures 

and books.  Toys are not appropriate for Show-and-Tell.  We ask that your child 

chooses only one item to share and that it is able to fit in the cubby.   

 

 

Birthday Celebrations 

We will celebrate each child’s birthday with the Celebration of Life, which honors all of 

the years your child has been on the earth.  Parents are more than welcome to come 

and partake in this celebration.  You may bring in a small display of photographs from 

each stage of your child’s life if you wish.  Many families also choose to bring in a special 

birthday snack.  Great low-sugar options include items such as mini-muffins, oatmeal 

cookies, fruit kabobs, cheese and crackers, ect.  Please contact me a week or two before 

your child’s birthday to make arrangements.   

 

 

Classroom Directory 

A listing of all the students in our class, along with their addresses and phone numbers, 

will be sent home during the first few weeks of school.  Please use the roster when 

organizing play dates, carpools and invitations to birthday parties.  If you are inviting the 

entire class, I will be happy to put the invitations in the take-home folders.       

 

 

Volunteering 

We will need volunteers for special events and activities.  A note will be sent home and a 

signup sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside of our classroom.  We would 

also be happy to have people come in and speak about holidays, cultures, hobbies and 

jobs as they pertain to our studies.   

 

 

Reminder about Clothing/Change of Clothing 

The school dress code is outlined in the Millhopper Montessori School Parent 

Handbook.  For safety reasons, it is school policy that children wear tennis shoes.  



Children will not be able to play on the playground without appropriate footwear.  Girls 

should wear shorts under dresses and skirts.  Clothing should be comfortable “play 

clothes”, as they will be on the playground and moving around the classroom.  We will 

be doing a lot of art in our class, and though we take measures to protect clothing, they 

do sometimes become permanently stained.  Children at this age should be dressing 

themselves in the morning.  Please refrain from sending your child to school in 

clothing that could hinder going to the bathroom independently or changing clothes 

independently if an accident should occur. We also ask that you try to avoid anything 

that could be a possible distraction (shoes or clothing that light up, jewelry …).       

 

** Please put your child’s name on all clothing, including sweaters, jackets, lunch boxes, 

and anything else that is brought into school   

 
 

 
 
 


