
TIPS TO SAVE MONEY, 
NOT RUN OUT OF YOUR AWARD,

& GRADUATE ON TIME  

Explore majors early and settle on one by sophomore

year; the earlier the better. Oftentimes majors do not

dictate careers. Think carefully before changing majors

after sophomore year.  It can be more important to get

your degree before running out of money.

Avoid changing majors late; if you do,

it will cost more to get your degree
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You are allowed to be part time. If special

circumstances require that you enroll in less than

12 credits, reach out to your Scholar Advisor to

discuss the circumstances and to develop a plan to

complete your degree on time.

Try not to go Part-time; going

Part-time is more expensive
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Reduce book expenses by buying/renting used,

digital, older editions, or borrowing from

professors. See our Facebook group for textbook

websites that your fellow Scholars have shared;

and check out this resource.

Lower your textbook expenses
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Log in at https://Dream.applyISTS.net

to find your maximum award; total amount used so

far and amount remaining; date and amount of

last payment and more.

Know how much award money

you have left – Check your ISTS

Portal often
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If you fail or drop a class late, the amount paid for

those classes will be deducted from your maximum

award amount, which means you will have less funds

available to complete your degree.

Try not to drop classes (get help early;

switch to pass/fail grading) or if you

must drop, do it early to get a refund
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https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Textbooks-Resource-Page.pdf
https://dream.applyists.net/

