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PAYING FOR COLLEGE WEBINAR
PRE-PACKET
February 2019

Dear Scholars,
To make this webinar helpful to you, please take a few minutes to complete these questions before the webinar.  You will be asked to share some of your answers during the webinar so have this completed sheet with you.
1. Cost of Attendance (COA) is the average cost to attend your college for one academic year (fall through spring). It includes tuition and fees, books and supplies, room and board, and personal expenses.

 ACTION: Go to your college’s website to find out your college’s COA based on your living arrangement (living on campus vs. off campus).  Enter the cost for each of these items as listed at your college’s website.  

_______________ Tuition and Fees
· _______________ Books and Supplies
· _______________ Room and Board
· _______________ Personal Expenses (incl. transportation and miscellaneous)
=     _______________ Total Cost of Attendance/year


2. Flat-Rate Tuition - Some institutions have flat-rate tuition which charges students the same amount of tuition whether they take 12 to 15 credits or 12 to 18 credits.
Benefits of Flat-Rate Tuition:
· Students end up paying less for their college degree if they take more than 12 credits/term 
· You can graduate faster and enter the workforce earlier to start earning income 
· The possibility of running out of your TheDream.US award goes away

[bookmark: _GoBack]ACTION: Go to your college website or contact your Scholar advisor or Financial Aid Advisor to find the answers to these four questions:
a) Does your Partner College have Flat Rate tuition?  Please check:  __________YES _________NO
b)   If yes, up to how many credits can you take based on the flat-rate? _________
c)   If yes, how is tuition charged for Part-time students (by credit hour or by flat-rate)? _________
b)   If no and your college charges by credit hour, does the cost go down the more credits you take? __Yes __ No

3. EFC Calculator- The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is a measure of your family's financial strength and is calculated according to a formula.  It indicates to the college how much your family might be able to contribute towards your education. 
ACTION: Go to this link https://get2college.org/efc-calculator and try to calculate what your EFC will be.
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