
 

 

 

Outer Banks Presbyterian     

Church 
(Session approved on October 3, 2020) 

  

The Church’s Covid-19 Task Force met on Monday, 

September 28, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. at the church library.  Present were Rev. Dr. Jody Moore, Elder 

Judy Whittle, Worship Moderator Nonie Booth, and Clerk of Session and Administration 

Moderator Gary McGee. 

The Task Force agreed to send the following recommendations related to reopening the church 

and resuming indoor worship services to the Session and ask for an e-vote and permission to 

proceed. 

1. AA is determining when it will resume its meetings, but likely will return on a limited 

basis in October.  AA is considering having meetings on Mondays and Wednesdays at 

7:30 a.m. only.  The Task force recommends that AA continue to pay $8.00 per meeting, 

but that the cleaning fee of $100 per month be reduced to $50.00 per month until such 

time as AA increases its meetings again.  The church sexton, Brenda Feury, will be asked 

to clean the church on Mondays and Thursdays to accommodate this schedule. 

2. The nursery will be open when church resumes on October 11 and thereafter.  Heather 

Day, primary nursery caregiver, will wear a mask while working in the nursery and be 

asked to secure a tub, wherein all toys used during the nursery time will be placed and 

washed with soap and water.  The Task Force recommends that Heather Day receive her 

normal hourly compensation for the additional time she spends doing this.  

3. Children’s Church may resume on October 11 and thereafter.  The Task Force is 

supportive of talking with the families involved with Children’s Church to develop a plan 

about virtual and/or in-person gatherings of Children’s Church.  When meeting in the 

church building, the Task Force recommends that lidded plastic containers be purchased 

for each participating child, whose name will be applied to the respective container, and 

each child will place items he/she has used into the container that will be closed and 

saved for the next session of Children’s Church.  Church youth Director Hollie 

Writtenberry will be asked to pursue this. 

4. The Session in in several of its prior seven (7) directives regarding the Covid-19 

Pandemic has set forth its expectations and requirements regarding cleaning of the church 

by the church sexton.  Sessions directives are consistent with CDC guidelines and 

recommendations for cleaning materials to be used.  The Clerk of Session will review all 

prior directives of the Session and prepare a summary of those actions for use by the 

Pastor/Head of Staff in providing cleaning guidance to the church sexton.  That summary 



 

 

will be transmitted to the Session, the Pastor/Head of Staff, and to the Building and 

Grounds Committee Moderator. 

5. The Task Force advises that the Adult Sunday School Class, for the time being, will 

continue to be held via Zoom at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, adjourning in time for 

participants to drive to church for the indoor worship service, if they desire. 

6. The Task Force recommends that medical grade N-95 facial masks be purchased for use 

by Rev. Dr. Jody Moore during worship services and other times when he is in the midst 

of a group of people.  N-95 masks protect the person wearing it and those with whom he 

comes in contact.  Church office manager Cathie Field will be asked to pursue this. 

7. The Session had previously asked Music Ministry Director Jason Evans to investigate 

“choir masks” that allow choir members to sing and not jeopardize those sitting near or in 

front of them in the Sanctuary.  No report was received from Jason, so this request 

continues.  The Task Force will make further recommendations. about music during 

worship when it hears from Jason.  The actions of Session stand as approved at its 

September 8, 2020 meeting about music during worship services. 

8. The Task Force recommends that the church office and Pastor’s office be locked on 

Sundays during worship, accessible only by worship participants who need to access 

those offices.  The Elder of the Month shall be responsible for making sure the office is 

locked. 

9. The Task Force recommends that coffee hour after worship services be suspended until 

further notice.  The Task Force recommends that no church-sponsored food service be 

held, which would include the annual Thanksgiving luncheon, until further notice. The 

Session may grant exceptions for weddings and funerals, as requested for receptions, 

consistent with orders from time to time by the Governor of North Carolina. 

10. The Task Force recommends that weekly e-newsletters be maintained during the 

Pandemic, but sent mid-monthly instead of weekly.  If needed, e-news could be sent 

more frequently for announcements or information that could not otherwise be scheduled.  

The Task Force recommends that printed church newsletter continue on a monthly basis, 

and mailed near the first of each month.  

11. The Task Force reviewed and discussed a memo containing research and 

recommendations by the church’s ad hoc medical subcommittee, which is composed of 

medical personnel who are members of the church—Bev Jones, Tom Carrico, Karen 

Lurie, Jeanne Moore, and Karol Browder.  The Task Force expressed its sincere 

appreciation to this group of medical professionals, led by Bev Jones, for researching and 

providing the recommendations.  The Task Force approved and transmits the following 

recommendations to the Session for approval: 

A. Increase outdoor air supply when possible – through open windows and screen doors. 

B. Have the Building and Grounds (B&G) Committee replace all air filters in the church 

with MERV 13 Filters. 

C. Have B&G get our current professional contractor to check all 8 AC/Heating Units 

for our church building to ensure that the clean air delivery rate is 300 cubic 

feet/minute. 



 

 

D. Purchase Portable Air Cleaners with Hepa Based Portable Air Filters for the pastor’s 

office and the church office. 

E. To keep viral transmission down, the medical team recommends that: 

a. Worship and other groups meeting at the church stay outside whenever possible;  

b. All people attending worship wear masks, including speakers and singers, and 

stay 6 feet apart at all times; 

c. Everyone entering the pastor’s or church office wears masks at all times that fit 

tightly and cover nose and mouth completely; and 

d. Non-staff not be allowed to eat or drink inside the church building. 

12. Following lengthy discussion of proposed guidelines for returning to indoor worship in 

the Sanctuary, the Task Force agreed to recommend to the Session the following 

guidelines, that are consistent with prior Session actions and that will be implemented by 

Nonie Booth, Moderator of the Worship Committee, in conjunction with Rev. Dr. Jody 

Moore: 

A.  OBPC will return to in-house worship on Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 for the 10 am 

service. 

B.  Attendance will be limited to 50, not including Worship participants (minister, 

musicians, liturgist and audio-visual), 2 Elders and 2 ushers.  Pre-registration is required 

for purposes of contact tracing should the need arise. 

C. Only the front door and the south door will be unlocked and used for entry into the 

church.  The Church Office will remain locked.  Bathrooms will be open but other rooms 

(kitchen, fellowship hall, library) will remain closed. 

D.  There will be 2 Elders and 2 Ushers assigned each Sunday to assist with the Service.  

The Elders will be positioned one at the front door and one at the South door.  They will 

each have a list of those that have pre-registered and will check them off as they enter.  

They will also record the names of any that may not have pre-registered.  The Ushers will 

be positioned in the Gathering Space to assist with seating in the Sanctuary to assure that 

social distancing is observed.  They will also monitor the table where the offering plates, 

masks, hand sanitizer, and bulletins will be placed. 

E.  Every other row of the chairs in the Sanctuary will be marked off by RED duct tape.  

There will be NO seating in these marked rows. 

F.  Jody will enter and exit the Sanctuary by the Side Door.  If Congregants wish to meet 

with or speak to Jody, they should remain in their seats in the Sanctuary, and he will 

come to them after all others have exited.  Alternatively, they can call the church office 

and make an appointment to meet with him privately. 

G.  At the conclusion of the Service the Ushers will assist with the participants exiting the 

Sanctuary.  This will be done row by row starting from front to back.  Participants will 

exit the building and not mingle or socialize in the Gathering Space. 

H. Call to Confession, Confession and Assurance of Pardon will be added to the Order of 

Worship.  There will also be a spoken benediction by the congregation at the conclusion 

of the service followed by Jody’s closing remarks and benediction. 

 


