
 

 

Outer Banks Presbyterian Church      
(Session approved on September 8, 2020) 

  

The Church’s Covid-19 Task Force met via Zoom on Monday, 

September 7, 2020.  Rev. Dr. Jody Moore presided and was 

joined by Nonie Booth, Judy Whittle, and Gary McGee.  Dr. 

Moore started the meeting with prayer at 2:00 p.m. and the 

meeting concluded at 3:10 p.m.   Recommendations were sent to the Session for consideration at 

Session’s meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. at the church. 

The Session, having examined Governor Roy Cooper’s latest Executive Order moving North 

Carolina into Phase 2.5, and considering recommendations from the Covid-19 Task Force, 

adopted the following policies: 

1. Church and non-church groups using the church building can resume meeting inside the 

church building provided a maximum of 25 people are assembled and all wear facial 

coverings/masks, socially distance at least 6 feet from one another, and use disinfectant 

wipes to clean all hard surfaces touched during a meeting or assembly, including chairs 

used.  The church will provide disinfectant wipes in the Fellowship Hall and/or in the 

Gathering Space for church or church-sponsored groups.  Specifically, the Scouts can 

resume meeting under these requirements.  AA can also resume meetings, provided that 

each AA meeting shall be limited to 25 total persons, who wear facial masks and social 

distance 6 feet from one another.  AA will not be allowed to meet on Saturdays so that 

the church will be cleaned and ready for worship services on Sundays; however,  a 

conversation will be held with AA advising that AA can request additional dates and 

times if needed, provided these meetings do not conflict with other church activities and 

are listed on the official church calendar in the church office.  AA is encouraged to 

purchase its own disinfectant wipes for cleaning after each meeting.  The church office 

manager, Cathie Field, will notify all groups meeting at the church of these provisions 

and requirements. 

2. Rev. Dr. Jody Moore may consider resuming Bible Studies this fall under the 25-person 

maximum with participants wearing facial masks and socially distancing of at least 6 feet, 

as well as sanitizing with disinfectant wipes all hard surfaces, including chairs used 

during the meetings. Dr. Moore may consider holding these Bible Studies in the 

Sanctuary instead of the Fellowship Hall to better accommodate social distancing.  The 

Bible Study will likely be held on Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. over multiple weeks.  

3. The church playground shall be opened to all children of church members. 

4. Indoor worship services in the Sanctuary may resume on October 11, 2020 if conditions 

related to COVID-19 continue to progress positively.  One service will be held each 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  Sunday School will be held at 9:00 a.m.   The worship service will 

continue to be live streamed.  Children’s Church and a nursery will be provided as usual.  



 

 

All participants shall wear facial masks and shall socially distance by at least 6 feet while 

inside the church building and on church property.  A total of 50 people, excluding 

worship participants, will be allowed at the service.  Sign up for each service will be 

required for purposes of potential Covid-19 contact tracing.   Reservations can be 

completed by calling the church office or online.  Rows of seats in the Sanctuary will be 

blocked off by the Worship Committee Moderator so social distancing can be 

accomplished.   Two Elders (one primary and one alternate) and two ushers will be 

assigned each Sunday for purposes of greeting worshippers and assisting them in locating 

seating.  The Pastor and Clerk of Session will prepare an assignment of Elders and the 

Worship Moderator will prepare an assignment of ushers for the services. The Worship 

Moderator will conduct a “practice” or “dress rehearsal” with all participants prior to 

October 11.   A table will be set in the Gathering Space, on which offering plate(s), 

bulletins, hand sanitizers, and extra facial masks will be placed. 

5. The Session read Jason Evans’s memo to the task force setting out his desires for music 

at the church and during worship services during the Pandemic.  The Session accepted 

the task force recommendation that Jason be allowed to work with the Jubilate Handbell 

Ringers to see if the ringers can be accommodated in future worship services under 

masking and socially distancing requirements.  The Session also accepted the task force  

recommendation that Jason be allowed to incorporate quartets on occasion during 

worship services under masking and socially distancing requirements.  The previously 

approved order of worship will be maintained for the present time.  However, Jason and 

the Pastor may choose to have either instrumental music or a choral selection following 

the sermon (which has been entitled “Piano Meditation” in the bulletin).  The Session 

asked Jason to investigate special masks used by church choirs and others to allow 

singing without spreading potential breath droplets.  The Session indicated that it 

appreciated Jason’s input.  

6. The Session heard a report from Dr. Moore about issues and problems with the church’s 

recording and live streaming technology.  The Session agreed for Worship Moderator 

Nonie Booth to arrange for a consulting visit within the next several days by Rome 

Gehrig of Norfolk, VA, who has assisted the church in the past regarding its sound and 

video technology.  The Session agreed to allow the Worship Committee to proceed with 

its plans to correct issues and problems associated with this technology.  The Session 

acknowledged that there may be costs associated with these corrections.    

 


