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Independent Writ ing
Purpose

Independent Writing is your opportunity to write 
whatever you want, however you want!  During 
this short unit, your goal is to utilize the writing 
process.  Additionally, you will work to improve 
your own work through the use of mentor texts.  
We have given you some steps to help you in this 
process.

You will be graded according to your use of the 
writing process. 

Directions

On your own, go through this Slides presentation 
carefully.  Begin the writing process and work 
independently.  We are here to help you as 
needed!

You will have approximately three weeks to 
complete your writing. Have fun! :) 



Steps of the Writ ing Process
1. Brainstorm ideas

2. Plan your piece using a story map 

3. Write your draft

4. Read draft and decide on 2 goals

5. Make a copy of your draft and revise by focusing on your chosen goals.

6. When you feel the piece is complete, write a reflection.  (1 paragraph)

- Reflect on your use of the writing process
- Reflect on your goals for this piece



Dialogue to Move the Act ion Along 
Step 1: Read the mentor text, “They’re Made Out of Meat” by Terry Bisson.  The 
ENTIRE story is dialogue.  

Step 2: Identify two places in your story where two characters are dealing with 
something BIG.  For each scene, ask yourself, (1) What information do I want my 
reader to get from this scene? and (2) How are these characters feeling?

Step 3: Write a conversation, back and forth between the two characters.  Add in 
details to help move the action of the story along.  This work should be based on 
your answer to the first question you asked yourself.

Step 4: Re-read your work.  Make sure to use writing tags and adverbs so that your 
reader understands HOW your characters are speaking.  This work should be based 
on your answer to the second question you asked yourself. 



Slow Motion Descript ion
Step 1: Read the mentor text, “All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury.  

Step 2: Identify a place where Ray Bradbury stretches out the action by using a ton of 
detail.  He may also use longer and shorter sentences and literary devices when 
including detail.  Draw a QUICK sketch of what you “see” in your mind.

Step 3: Choose two places where you’d like to add in more detail.  Draw a QUICK 
sketch of each part of your text, so you can “see” exactly what you want your reader 
to see.

Step 4: Using your pictures, revise your piece by adding in details that you can see in 
the pictures, but left out of the writing. 



Literary Devices
Literary devices are tools that writers use to improve their writing and make it more 
interesting. Literary devices include figurative language, imagery/use of descriptive 
language, short/long sentences and sound devices.

Step 1: Read the mentor text, Thundercakeby Patricia Polacco. 

Step 2: Identify three literary devices she uses within her writing.

Step 3: Find three places to use literary devices within your own piece.

Step 4: Revise to include literary devices.  As you write, try to make your work sound 
like Patricia Pollaco’s work. 



Creative Leads & Closings
Step 1: Read the mentor text, The Relatives Cameby Cynthia Rylant. 

Step 2: Re-read your opening.  Add in some descriptive language, the way Cynthia 
Rylant does in the beginning pages of the book.

Step 3: Identify terms you’d like to re-use within your closing.

Step 4: Revise your closing, including the phrases and words you selected from the 
opening.



Conventions
Step 1: Read your draft.  Highlight places within the draft where you feel there may 
be errors.

Step 2: Identify three topics you’d like help with.

Step 3: Schedule a conference with Ms. Weiss, Mr. Blondina or Mrs. Charleston.

Step 4: During your conference, we will help you edit your piece, based on the topics 
you requested. 



Sentence Fluency
Step 1: Read your draft.  Find 2 paragraphs within the draft where you feel your sentences sound choppy or 
repetitive.

Step 2: Highlight the first word or phrase of each sentence in one color. 

Step 3: Change the beginning of the sentences that seem repetitive.  You can:

- Add a transition
- Substitute the first word for a different word
- Flip the order of your sentence

Step 4: Using another color, highlight the conjunctions you use within the piece.  If you don’t find you have 
many, combine some sentences and use the conjunctions to help you.  If you have too many conjunctions, you 
may want to divide a few so you have a mix of long and short sentences. (See FANBOYS resource: 
https://www.grammar-quizzes.com ) 

http://www.smart-words.org/linking-words/conjunctions.html


Word Choice
Step 1: Read your draft.  Find a page within the draft where you feel your word choice is BLAH.

Step 2: Work through these three strategies to improve your word choice…

Strategy 1: Revise retired words
Highlight words using Find
What do you really mean?
Change the word using a chart , thesaurus, etc. 

Strategy 2: Revise for POWERFUL verbs
Find an action word
Replace it with a more specific verb
Add an adverb to increase description 

Strategy 3: Replace description with figurative 
language

Find a place where you described 
something
Replace/add to some of the description 
with a metaphor/simile, personification, 
hyperbole, etc. 



Final Checkl ist : This is what  you turn in... 
Brainstorming

Plan

Draft 1- this is the draft you wrote BEFORE you choose your goals

Draft 2 - this is your final copy - highlight using two colors the places where you used 
a writing strategy.  

Reflection (1 paragraph)

- Reflect on your use of the writing process
- Reflect on your goals for this piece
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