
Teachers as Readers by Dr. Carmen Gordillo 

 

In her book, The Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child, 

renowned educator and presenter, Donalyn Miller argues that teachers need to be 

“reading role models” for students. It is important for teachers to share with students 

what they are reading, their own reading process, and great books on an ongoing basis. 

One of the best ways for educators to prepare for a new school year is to expand their 

knowledge of children’s and young adult books. Simply put, teachers who read more will 

have students who read more. Here are some tips/resources to help you build and support 

your own reading life: 

 

- Join Twitter! It is an invaluable resource for educators.  Check out hashtags, 

such as #bookaday #nerdybookclub #projectlitchat #GRA18 and many others. 

Teachers around the nation have created different projects to encourage students 

and educators to read more. By clicking on these hashtags you will have access to 

numerous books titles.  

- Keep abreast of award winning books. The Association for Library Service to 

Children gives out book awards, such as the Newbery Medal, Caldecott Medal, 

Pura Belpre, Printz, etc. in either January or February of each year. Think of it 

like the Grammy Awards, but for books! The ceremony is usually in the morning 

and streamed live so you can watch it with your students. Here are this year’s 

winners: http://www.ala.org/alsc/2018-alsc-book-media-award-winners  

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award 

- Join professional organizations like the International Literacy Association. 

(ILA) and subscribe to their journals, which offer research-based and practical 

strategies for teachers. ILA recently published the Children’s, Young Adults’ & 

Teachers’ Choices 2018 Reading Lists.  

- Dedicate more time to your own reading and “spy on yourself” as a reader. 

Think about: What do you do as a reader when meaning breaks down? What is 

confusing? How do you make sense of text? You can also “make it social” and 

create a book club with fellow teachers.   

- Ask your students to share their favorite books. You can have students “book 

talk” their favorite books to the class too. 

 

Below are some “hot reads” suggestions for you and your middle school students. 

Wishing you all a wonderful start of the new school year. Happy reading!  

 

Front Desk by Kelly Yang  

This is a delightful story of Mia Tang who comes to America with her parents from 

China. It highlights her experience working at a front desk of a motel where her parents 

find jobs and face hardships. It is based on the true story of the author’s experience when 

she first came to America. This book is a page turner (and predicted to win many 

awards)! 

 

 

 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/2018-alsc-book-media-award-winners
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award


First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez  

Twelve-year-old, Mexican American, Malú (Maria Luisa), moves to Chicago, Illinois 

with her professor mother and leaves her father back in Gainesville, Florida. She has to 

adapt to a new school, town, and friends while staying true to herself, which is the first 

rule of punk! Readers will love the zines throughout the book that reflect this spunky 

main character’s feelings on this new adventure. 

 

House Arrest by K.A. Holt  

The main character, Timothy, steals a wallet to help his mother pay the medical bills for 

his sick little brother, Levi. Now he is under house arrest, has to meet with a 

psychologist, a probation officer, and keep a journal for a year. Will he be able to stay out 

of trouble? 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson  

This beautifully written memoir in verse tells the story of the African-American author’s 

childhood and family living in the south, South Carolina, and north, New York, in the 

1960s and 1970s. This book won a Newbery Honor, Coretta Scott King Award, National 

Book Award for Young People’s Literature, and NAACP Image Award for Outstanding 

Literary Work. 

 

Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar  

Ruthie and her family are from Cuba and adapting to life in America when they are in a 

horrible car accident. Ruthie is bedridden for a year and learns valuable lessons about 

survival, people, and healing through the arts. This book won the 2018 Pura Belpre 

award. 

 

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely  

This award winning book tells the story of two teens, one black and one white, whose 

lives are changed from one single act of police brutality that leaves their community and 

the nation torn amid racial tension.  

 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds  

Fifteen-year-old Will’s brother, Shawn, was shot dead. The only thing Will wants is 

revenge. This book details a powerful sixty-second elevator ride where Will encounters 

people from the past…who are already dead. What will he do when he exits the elevator? 

This book won a Newbery Honor, Printz Honor, Coretta Scott King Honor, and many 

others. This is a must read! 

 

The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in This Game Called Life by Kwame 

Alexander by Kwame Alexander 

In this nonfiction motivational book, author & poet Kwame Alexander, provides 52 rules 

that can be applied to sports and life. He includes inspirational stories and quotes from 

famous people, such as Michael Jordan, Serena Williams, and Michelle Obama. This is a 

great companion to his megahit book, The Crossover.  

 

 


