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Hi Literacy Friends,
 
It’s hard to believe that we have had very few if
any snow days this winter, and there are likely
moments this time of year where you are clinging
onto every last bit of energy and positivity while
disinfecting everything in your classroom to keep
the germs at bay.  NJLA hopes that this
newsletter finds you energized and healthy,
reflecting on the accomplishments you have made
so far this year, and considering the untapped
potential that these remaining days hold.
 
For our Board, celebrating World Read Aloud Day
in February was a real treat!  In this newsletter,
we share just a few of many examples where our
networks reached out to bring the joy of reading
to students across our state.  I even got to spend
the day in the school district where my career
began fifteen years ago.
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Based on the celebration, I’ve selected two Q&A points I’d like to highlight below.

 

Is reading aloud a separate “thing?”  

 

While celebrated days like World Read Aloud Day and Read Across America Day make this

type of practice feel particularly special, we should be reading aloud to our students

daily.  Find ways to extend the curriculum and to engage students in wondering about,

within, and beyond texts.  Some of my favorite moments from the classroom are finding

those mentor texts that just capture students.  I try to bring that same joy when working

as a professional developer in classrooms or sharing literature with my preservice

teachers at Monmouth University.  In  Miss Malarkey Leaves No Reader Behind we are

introduced to a teacher who proudly exclaims, “Have I got a book for you!”  Let’s do this

for our students daily, and not just in the ELA classroom.

 

How often should I be reading aloud and for how long?

 

As Donalyn Miller points out, if reading aloud was just meant for early childhood and

elementary educators, why would Amazon’s Audible be so popular among adults?  Readers

of all ages deserve to engage in interactive and intentional read-alouds.  Even if you just

take ten minutes a day, your students will value this time.  Of course, a well-designed

read-aloud with opportunities for turning and talking, thinking aloud to model

comprehension, and designing anchor charts or even sneaking in impactful mini-lessons

may require up to thirty minutes.  Again, think beyond your language arts “block.”

 

Most of all, have fun with your students!  Balance joy with achieving the standards and

making them accessible to all of your learners.  When an activity goes well, share it with

others!  According to the latest ILA (2020) What’s Hot Report, 75% of respondents believe

that teachers should turn to professional organizations for literacy professional learning

opportunities.  We are grateful to all of you who have turned to our trusted, upbeat, and

supportive NJLA network.  Let’s do this and empower each other!

 

Fondly,

 

Dr. Ken Kunz
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President's Message (Cont'd)



Maxson Middle School celebrated World Read Aloud
Day by visiting Cook Elementary School, Emerson
Community School and HOPES Preschool to read to
children.  Additionally, author Kathy Carter  Skyped
with sixth and seventh grade students reading aloud
one of her favorite text and shared her literacy joys. 
During announcements students read aloud a poem to
the school community.  All staff were encouraged to
read aloud to their students throughout the day and
have conversations about the importance of reading.
Teachers read The Children's Rights to Read to their
classes and took  the pledge at 
https://literacyworldwide.org/get-
resources/childrens-rights-to-read.  Lastly, staff and
students were allowed to wear jeans if they wore a
reading related shirt. --- Shalonda Archibald
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Bernero, the Reading Specialist at Deerfield School 9 in Linden, NJ read to her 1st grade students to
celebrate World Read Aloud Day. She read aloud, The Very Impatient Caterpillar by Ross Burach. The
students were introduced to higher level vocabulary words such as, metamorphosis, migration, and
chrysalis. We also learned the lesson of patience. The students were then able to have a class discussion
about writing a sequel to this story in their designated WIN Time. --- Lindsay Bernero
 
 
On World Read Aloud Day 2020, I organized my school's (George Washington Elementary in Hillside)
event.  We had fifteen 6th grade volunteer readers to visit 2nd and 3rd grade classrooms.  We also had a
Hillside Township councilman, Board of Ed President, Acting Superintendent, and a principal from
another elementary school come read to other classes from grades 2 through 5.  I also read to two 4th
grade classrooms.  I was able to gift each reader with a World Read Aloud button which I had custom
made at the public library in Millburn.  The day was amazing and this teacher was completely worn out at
the end of the day! --- Eugenia Cooley
 
 
On World Read Aloud Day each year, I organize Skype or 
in-person author visits for my students! It is a special experience 
for us all! When I was younger, I could only imagine what it would
be like to meet and talk to a real life author, so I like to create 
these memories for each of my three classes. This year, we
 Skyped with Kim Tomsic, Sarah Aronson, and Christina 
Soontornvat. We talked about books and writing. It was a great 
day! --- Nicole Mancini
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More WRAD Fun

Dr. Ken Kunz reads to students at School No. One in
Linden, NJ on World Read Aloud Day. 



by Eugenia Cooley
 
                                                                                      As the second month of 2020 comes to a close, I reflect                     
                                                                                      on moments of literacy and learning in Black History. 
                                                                                      The past few weeks have been filled with guest readers,  
                                                                                      assemblies, biographical reports and projects, door                                 
                                                                                      decorating contests, and revisiting the 
                                                                                      accomplishments of the many African Americans that                             
                                                                                      have made major contributions to our nation.  Students 
                                                                                      of all ages have engaged in various learning experiences 
                                                                                      and have been fortunate to hear many read alouds 
                                                                                      based on the lives of famous African Americans.  
 
These literacy opportunities provide children of color the chance to learn about and see people in books
that reflect their families and the faces of their communities.  As a bridge to equity, these same
opportunities enhance the lives of children from other backgrounds and cultures by introducing them to
lives they may never have a chance to explore otherwise.  I imagine children sitting on carpets, in
auditoriums, and huddled around teachers.  I see their eyes light up with wonder, imagination,
excitement, and amazement. I hear the voices of vibrant and passionate readers, sharing stories of the
lives of inventors, musicians, educators, politicians, activists, and more.  
 
As I reflect on this month, I reflect on the many hours of reading and hearing stories that bring a sense
of pride and joy to all.  This month is another reason to fall in love with reading and to share that love
with others.
 
 
 

 

 

 

We want to hear from you! 
 

Let us know what you are up to in the world of literacy
eduation. Contact us via social media or email!

by Lindsay Bernero
 
Providing meaningful feedback takes teachers on a consistent excursion toward expanding learning and
developing higher successes. Teachers can opt to utilize a collection of effective educational techniques
that they can integrate into their lesson plans and the instructional design of their classrooms.  
 
The main focus for myself as a leader during a feedback session would be differentiated instruction.
Differentiated instruction is a key instructional tool used to meet the needs of all learners in the
classroom. It allows teachers teach to student’s levels and learning gaps that may need to be filled in.
Differentiated instruction is an “umbrella” that lets other instructional tools and strategies fall into place
during learning. Questioning, Guided Reading, Learning Centers, and Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences
are all areas where a teacher can differentiate instruction.
 
The instructional area of Questioning can be modified based on The Depth of Knowledge Levels of
Instruction (DOK Levels). Here educators can ask Recalling questions (DOK 1), Skill & Concept questions
(DOK 2), Strategic Thinking questions (DOK 3), and Extended Learning (DOK 4). These types of questions
are all based on a child’s cognitive ability and developmental skills in order to answer questions. This
instructional tool is also based on Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences where a teacher can reach
modalities based on student needs.
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Black History Month Reflections

Differentiated Instruction Feedback



We want to hear from you! 
 

Let us know what you are up to in the world of literacy
eduation. Contact us via social media or email!

My Recent Epiphany!

Learning Centers can also be an instructional approach to differentiated instruction because educators
can group students based on what skills they need and their ability levels. Teachers can differentiate
instruction within these centers to also meet the needs to learners who are advanced as well. Applying
the DOK Levels to a feedback meeting can provide teachers with a visual cue of what their instructional
practices could look like in the classroom. It can automatically differentiate instruction in a classroom
and enhance instructional practices.
 
Check out this set of DOK Stem Literacy Questions that can be used in your classroom!
 
 

 

 

 
by Maureen Hall
 
As a traveling literacy coach, I’m always looking for new
methods to solve teachers’ classroom problems, or to ‘beef
up’ their students’ thinking.  Although the method I describe
in this article has been circulating on the Cult of Pedagogy
website since 2018,  it was new to me in January of 2020. 
The originator of the procedure, Marisa Thompson, is a high
school teacher of English who had noticed that her students
were not reading at home or who “had shallow interactions
with” the texts they were assigned. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Learn more about TQE here!

 
 

Marisa had been using the tried and true method of asking 
 
 

 

 

 

students are assigned and read a section at home.  (If a few do not read at home, they are given the
opportunity to read during class time, while the remainder of the class is discussing.)
students get into small groups and have 15 minutes to share thoughts, questions, and epiphanies
(TQEs) about the reading.  (Earlier in the year, the teacher gave her kids several stems to help them
articulate their TQEs.  See website.)
each group chooses their two best TQEs and writes them on the board.
the teacher facilitates whole-class discussion, using the TQEs from the board.

her children to read a section of text, answer questions she had created, and take a test after a certain
number of sections had been completed.  She began to experiment with a new approach, which she calls
T. Q. E.  Using this method, her students lead group discussions on a far deeper level than they had
experienced before. Even more important, they seem excited about the books they are reading.
 
T. Q. E. works like this:
 

 
It’s important to note that, while this method was designed in English class, the same procedure could
easily be adapted for use in any class where students have text to read.  I can see this being a bit hit in
social studies class.  I can also see it being used when classes watch a short video as a prelude to
discussion.  
 
I envision this strategy as a variation of the ‘stop and jot’ method that we use now.  I recently visited the
second-grade classroom of a wonderfully talented teacher friend, Dana Hilaire, whose class uses stop
and jot with a little help from their teacher.  She created an anchor chart entitled, “When to STOP and
JOT,” with 12 ideas to help them know when to use the strategy as they’re reading, like: “I learned 
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by Shalonda Archibald
 
Whether your youngster is in preschool or high school,
supporting their reading needs at home is beneficial to 

 

 Be a reading role model.  This looks different for every person.  Read a magazine while waiting to see the
doctor or waiting in line at the grocery store. Share your personal book list.  
 Incorporate reading into your daily routine.  A teacher mom’s schedule is crazy.  Have your child read
to you in the car on the way to and from school.
 Establish a bedtime reading routine that you can be consistent with.  It’s all about habits.  Reading at
bedtime allows children to associate reading with pleasure as they bond with their parent/caregiver and
it also improves rest.
 Create shared writing experiences.  Note cards secretly placed in lunch bags or a shared journal for
ideas are two ways to share writing with your child.
 Use books to tackle tough stuff.  Books make it safe to explore tough topics with kids of all ages such as
peer pressure or divorce.  The tough stuff is packaged in a character who has relatable experiences which
make challenging conversations easier to approach because it’s the characters experience that need the
adult advice offered.

their reading success..  How does a busy mom who is an educator stay abreast of her child’s literacy needs
AND provide support in those areas of need?  
 
As a mom and an educator, balance has always been a challenge for me.  Some of the key things that I’ve
learned in regard to supporting my children’s literacy development are:
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 
Parenting can be challenging.  Teaching can be challenging as well.  Balancing both worlds is the goal.  Fret
not, these tips can help ease some of the angst in supporting your child’s reading and social emotional
needs.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

something new about my character,” “I saw an interesting fact,” “I didn’t understand something,”
“something unusual happened,” “I have a strong feeling about something,” and several more.  Second
graders are young to use stop and jot, and this chart gives them some guidance about when to do so.  I’d
say that Dana is preparing her students well for TQE – maybe in grade four! 
 
And is everyone as excited as I am about the idea of our children having epiphanies?  I just love this
thought, and can almost hear a child announcing, “Oh!  I didn’t even guess that the author would have my
character do that!  I wonder why the author did that?”  That’s a reader, and I’d be thrilled to teach a room
full of children who respond to books with epiphanies like that!
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Teacher Mom Tips for
Supporting Children’s  
Literacy Needs



Visit our website for more information!
https://www.njliteracy.org/


