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Last year, you may remember that I 
wrote an article in the fall about Cupcake, 
the “pet” squirrel that one of our 3-year 
old classes has unofficially adopted. This 
class continues to even have a job in the 
class dedicated to putting seeds in an 
outside dish everyday so that Cupcake 
is well fed. Needless to say, this is a job 
that everyone wants to do many times!  
Unfortunately, Cupcake got into a bit of 
trouble last year when he tried to eat 
some of the gourds/pumpkins which 
were outside of the class’ windows. The 
children put out signs asking Cupcake to 
not munch on the decorations for lunch. 
Luckily, he did end up “writing” an apol-
ogy note and leaving it on their window. 
The teachers did an outstanding job of 
using this unexpected opportunity, turn-
ing it into a teaching event. What followed 
were many ways to say/show being sorry 
when mistakes are made while also 
being merciful and offering forgiveness. 
The opporutnity provided a chance for 
the children to take a real life event and 
turn into a way to more deeply reflect on 
Jesus’ teachings.

Although we are early into the new 
school year, Cupcake is already well-
known by the 3-year old students!  
Apparently, he has been up to his antics 
again and left a mess on our playground. 
There are half-eaten acorns all over the 
place!  Our preschoolers are well aware 
that we have to clean up after ourselves. 
Afterall, their teachers encourage it all 
day from picking up toys to throwing 
away trash from lunch. As you might 
expect, because of Cupcake’s perpen-
sity for making poor choices, another 
teaching opportunity has presented itself!  
The children were asked to be helpers 
and gather the acorns up in a team effort 
to keep our playground “clean”. They 
all readily gathered their buckets and 
worked hard to gather as many nuts as 

possible. Not only did this allow them to 
feel a sense of accomplishment in work-
ing together, but they offered their help 
where needed. Any chance to reiterate 
service to others is well worth it!  
To me, these examples serve as remind-
ers that even little things can be learning 
opportunities, particlarly to emphasize 
the work that Jesus asks of us. Things 
like this can really make the point that we 
are all valuable members of God’s family 
and should do our best to care for each 
other and the world around us. We are 
not perfect and can make mistakes, but 
God is always there to forgive us and in 
turn, we are asked to extend that same 
mercy to our neighbors. 
Hopefully, Cupcake will behave himself 
for the rest of the year, but I have a 
sneaky feeling that there will be more 
stories to tell!  Stay tuned!  
To learn more about becoming part of 
our incredible preschool family and the 
opportunities we provide, please visit our 
website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at 
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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