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Vernal Poolooza 2022  
A Successful Science Conference  

by Jenna Odegard
	 Ohio Wetlands Association’s (OWA’s) second bi-annual Vernal Poolooza 
conference was a success! It took place this spring (March 24-26) at Salt Fork 
State Park Lodge in Cambridge, Ohio. There were approximately 125 people 
who joined across the three days, including speakers, volunteers, attendees, 
and sponsors. Participants were affiliated with a variety of groups including 
state or regional agencies, private businesses, county governments, colleges/
universities, or simply vernal pool enthusiasts! Attendees took part in daily 
presentations focused on vernal pools and enjoyed extra networking time during 
shared catered meals, field activities and evening social hours. There were 
sponsors, book sellers, and a small group of poster presenters available during 
the breaks. 

Vernal Poolooza 2022 Crew	
	 The formal portion of the conference on Thursday and Friday consisted 
of two concurrent sessions covering topics such as ecology of vernal pools (e.g., 
plants, amphibians, macroinvertebrates), funding mechanisms, educational 
resources and tours, and areas of research across the midwest. In addition, the 
conference hosted two amazing evening keynote speakers: David FitzSimmons, 
an award-winning photographer and writer, well known for his Curious Critters 
series, and Thomas Biebighauser, author, restoration expert and owner of 
Wetland Restoration and Training, LLC, who has restored over 2,700 wetlands 
and written, “A Guide to Creating Vernal Ponds.” 

Left: Keynote speaker, 
Thomas Biebighauser, 
giving a presentation 
during dinner regarding 
vernal pool development 
and restoration

	 Throughout the 
conference, field trips 
were offered as an 
effective way to apply 
and investigate some of 
the concepts covered 
during the conference. 
These were well-

attended, despite some of the rainy and chilly conditions Thursday, Friday night 
and Saturday morning. Field trip options involved checking funnel traps and 
searching for vernal pool dwellers, constructing a vernal pool on Salt Fork State 
Park property (visit it here: 40.135528°, -81.492750°), or staying indoors at the 
pop-up laboratory to gain hands-on identification experience. 
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	 OWA has received abundant, positive feedback that this was a worthwhile, productive, and 
valuable event. In fact, everyone who took the post-conference survey agreed that participating in the 
event was a good use of their time and that they learned something new that they will apply in their work, 
future decisions, and/or lifestyle! Feedback received specifically mentioned appreciation for the variety of 
knowledgeable presenters from diverse backgrounds providing interesting and inspiring presentations. In 
addition to the presentations and hands-on field trips, (the latter which are considered the most fun way to 
learn by our participants!), attendees deemed networking and connecting with people with similar passions 
of vernal pools the highlight of the event. 
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Northern dusky salamander (Desmognathus 
fuscus) found on Saturday's morning field trip

Identification laboratory session focused on vernal 
macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, and amphibians

Vernal Pool construction field trip at Salt Fork Lodge, showing conditions before (left) and after (right)

Vernal Poolooza 2022 – A Personal Account 
by Tracy Crotty

	 I’m an Environment Educator at Greenacres Foundation, a non-profit in the Cincinnati area. I was 
jazzed to see that MAD Scientist Associates was helping to organize this conference because they have 
built wetlands at some of our sites. I was not around during the designing process and am not very familiar 
with wetland maintenance or monitoring, so I couldn’t wait to learn more about wetlands in order to take 
care of ours properly. We’ve also recently found a couple of vernal pools on our new properties, so I was 
interested in learning more about the creating, repairing, and maintaining of vernal pools. And of course, as 
an educator, I’m always trying to incorporate new hands-on activities into our education programming. 
	 Vernal Poolooza really lived up to its name! I enjoyed the mix of presentations that ranged from 
vernal pool basics and monitoring all the way to photography and book writing. All of the sessions were 
compelling. I loved the option to choose from two sessions, but they were all so interesting, it was hard to 
pick. I’m working on building activities for our new wetland program; thus, I leaned towards the education 
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We look forward to our next Vernal Poolooza conference in 2024 at a location that is yet to be determined. If 
you have a good idea for a venue or would like to be on the planning committee, feel free to reach out to us 
at OWA. Otherwise, please keep an eye on the Ohio Vernal Pools Network Facebook page and upcoming 
OWA newsletters for future updates! 

 
 

  
   

 
       

 

   
THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2019 

 
08:00am – 
10:00am 

Foyer and Main Hall Registration/Sponsor Table Set Up 

09:00am – 
09:45am 

Faculty/Trustees 
Room 

Continental Breakfast 
 

10:00am – 
10:20am 

Faculty/Trustees 
Room 

Welcome and Featured Speaker  
What is the Ohio Vernal Pool Network?  –  Ray Stewart 

 

BREAKOUTS SESSIONS 
 Faculty Room Trustees Room Heritage Room 
10:30am – 
11:30am 
 

Funding for Vernal 
Pool/Wetland 
Education 
Dennis Clement,  
Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency 

Delve Into the Dark: A 
Nanoscopic View of Vernal 
Pool Inhabitants 
Judy Semroc, Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History 

Introduction to the Hidden 
Wonders of Vernal Pools 
Mark Dilley, MAD Scientist Associates 

11:30am – 
12:30 pm 
 

Macroinvertebrate 
Identification with 
Odonates in Mind  
Malisa Spring,  
Ohio Dragonfly Survey 

Macroinvertebrates of  
Vernal Pools 
Janet Ellsworth, 
Environmental Education Council of Ohio 
Region 6 co-regional director 

12:30pm – 
02:00 pm 

Lunch; Sponsor Tables;  Networking; Book Sales 

 

BREAKOUTS SESSIONS 
02:00pm – 
03:00pm 

Fairy Shrimp, the 
Ephemeral Enigma 
Ray Stewart, OWA 
Director 

The Amphibian Index of  
Biotic Integrity 
Mick Micacchion,  
The Nature Conservancy  

Vernal Pool Flora  
Jenny Adkins,  
MAD Scientist Associates 

03:00pm – 
04:00pm  
 

Today’s Threats to 
Amphibian 
Habitats 
John Howard,  
Freelance Naturalist 

Identifying High Quality 
Vernal Pool restoration 
sites using GIS  
Brian Gara, The Nature Conservancy 

Amphibians of Vernal Pools 
Kyle Bailey,  
Richland County Park District 

04:00pm – 
05:00pm 
 

Loved to Death: 
Migration Matters 
Kelly McGinnis, 
Cleveland Metroparks 

Vernal Pool Construction:  
The Hole Process 
Mark Dilley, MAD Scientist 
Associates 

Monitoring Vernal Pools with 
iNaturalist 
Ray Stewart, OWA Director 

05:00pm – 
06:00pm 

Book Signing; Networking; and Sponsor Tables 

06:00pm – 
07:30pm 

Dinner and Keynote Speaker – David Fitzsimmons, Ohio Author and Photographer 
“If You Build It, They Will Come: Vernal Pools, Fauna, & Fun!" 

08:00pm – 
08:30pm   

Evening  Listening Discovery Expedition of a Vernal Pool at Dusk; Audubon Wetlands 
 

Wetland Science Conference Agenda 
 Brought to you by Ohio Wetlands Association 

Vernal pool observers on filed trip

Corbin Binkley at vernal pool construction site

Dusky Salamander in hand

Ray Stewart presenting the iNaturalist module


