FIELD NOTES FEBRUARY 2018

COMPLIANCE CORNER
Program Performance Reports (PPR)
The PPR due date for FY 2017 reports has not been determined as of today. Once it has, Councils will receive notification by ACL to begin the submission process. In the meantime, we recommend developing the report using the PPR word template that is available on the itacchelp.org website under the tab “Federal Reports and Resources”. Please contact Itacc staff for assistance and/or support.

Notice of Award
The notice of award provides information about the project period that is assigned to a specific grant award. DD Councils are provided a two-year “project period” which is also referred to as the period of performance. The period of performance means the work or service provided must occur within the two-year period. 
Councils should obligate their funds in a manner that maximizes the two-year obligation period and will support the final 12-month period to liquidate funds for work or services that occurred during the period of performance. Below is the Code of Federal Regulations language regarding obligations.
45 CFR 1386.2 - Obligations
1386.2 - Obligation of funds.

(a) Funds which the Federal Government allots under this Part during a Federal fiscal year are available for obligation by States for a two-year period beginning with the first day of the Federal fiscal year in which the grant is awarded.

(b) (1) A State incurs an obligation for acquisition of personal property or for the performance of work on the date it makes a binding, legally enforceable, written commitment, or when the State Developmental Disabilities Council enters into an Interagency Agreement with an agency of State government for acquisition of personal property or for the performance of work. 
(2) A State incurs an obligation for personal services, for services performed by public utilities, for travel or for rental of real or personal property on the date it receives the services, its personnel takes the travel, or it uses the rented property.

The 2018 Technical Assistance Institute will feature a full-day on fiscal information and training, as well as best practices for managing the Council award(s). ACL Office of Grants Management, AIDD Programmatic Staff and others will provide core information to Council staff, DSA fiscal staff, and members so that fiscal management of the grant award(s) can be enhanced. We encourage Councils to invite DSA fiscal staff to attend as DSA personnel are important team members in fiscal management (if applicable). The TA Institute opens on Monday, July 9th for an afternoon session, with Tuesday July 10th focused on “all things fiscal”. The entire day on Tuesday is devoted to fiscal topics in general and concurrent session formats.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ITACC will be hosting additional fiscal webinars. We are tentatively looking at mid-March or early April for our next informational/educational webinar. As quickly as the date, time, and topic is finalized, we will let the entire Council network know!
DIVERSITY, INCLUSION and CULTURAL & LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE  
Register TODAY for the next Learning & Reflection Forum
February 20, 2018 from 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. EST
“Engaging Partners to Advance and Sustain Cultural and Linguistic Competence in the Current Climate” Click here to register

March 15,, 2018 - 2:00 - 3:30 pm EST
What Organizations Can Do to Address the “Isms”
· CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
· Description and Objectives

Did you miss the first Learning and Reflection Forum?
"Exploring Intersectionality and Multiple Cultural Identities within Developmental and other Disabilities?" Click below to access the archive.
 
RESOURCE REMINDER

ReachOut e-Diverstiy News is a bi-monthly newsletter funded by the Ohio DD Council’s Outreach Committee. The purpose of the newsletter is to provide information on the need to promote more interagency collaboration and coordination that results in agencies providing culturally competent services to the unserved and underserved populations in Ohio. Click below to access the February 2018 edition on Cultural & Linguistic Competence. For archived editions, click here.

ITACC WEBSITE UPDATES
Council Staff Page
· Sustainability Resource in English & Spanish

Council Members Page
· Mini-Orientation for New Council Members in English & Spanish
· DD Council Chairperson Orientation Materials

Other Resources Page
· DD Awareness Month campaign, See Me for Me! Webinar Link, PowerPoint & Campaign Website

For more DD Council resources in Spanish, visit NACDD's Council Resources Page
UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
SAVE the DATE
Sunday April 22nd 3 p.m.- 5 p.m. Eastern. NACDD Briefing, prior to DPS. More information coming soon!

Disability Policy Seminar
Register Today for the Disability Policy Seminar! For more information, including registration and the "schedule at-a-glance" visit the DPS WEBSITE.

DD COUNCIL EMPLOYMENT GEORGIA 
The Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities is hiring a Media Relations Director
Under general supervision, plans, develops and implements marketing and media relations projects and/or agency and program campaigns for the (GCDD). Acting as Managing Editor, works with contractor on publications designed to inform different stakeholders about issues important to people with developmental disabilities and their families. Writes and designs media releases, speeches, print and web-based communications to shape public perception of the agency and to increase awareness of its work and goals. Must cultivate relationships with press offices, journalists, bloggers and opinion leaders. May act as spokesperson for variety of media inquiries. Assist in preparing senior leadership for press conferences, media interviews and speeches. Positions agency for media success by implementing protocols for internal crisis communications and leveraging opportunities for rapid response.

﻿Collaborates on media strategy across organization. Provides assistance to the Executive Director on a variety of special assignments and tasks. May supervise support personnel. Send resumes to Eric Jacobson.

March is right around the corner!
Be sure to visit the DD Awareness Campaign webpage for all the information you need to participate.

The campaign webpage contains social media images in two different sizes and 10 different colors!

Send resources, stories/images, events and happenings to share for the Campaign to Deanna Hartzman at dhartzman@nacdd.org 

Don't miss this Opportunity!
NACDD Annual Conference Call for Proposals is still Open! Deadline has been extended to February 16th! 

The NACDD 2018 Annual Conference Call for Proposals is still open! This year’s theme is “See Me for Me: Connecting with our Communities.” The conference will feature important discussions on how advocates, family members and professionals are interconnected in our communities.

Participants will listen to experts, parents, siblings, and self-advocates on topics ranging from education, employment, community building and integration, healthcare and more. We invite those with knowledge and expertise working in the field of developmental disabilities to submit ideas for presentations related to the theme. To submit, contact rtroutman@nacdd.org 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHT TENNESSEE
People Planning Together has been a very successful self-advocacy initiative, launched by the Council in 2011. This initiative develops a corps of trainers, who themselves receive disability support services through a Medicaid waiver, to teach advocacy skills to other individuals who receive similar services. The training helps individuals with disabilities become more active in developing and implementing their individual service plans.

Buffalo River Services in South Central Tennessee, West TN's West Tennessee Family Solutions, Support Solutions of the Mid-South, ACA Community Living, Sertoma Center, Emory Valley Center, D&S, and the Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (DIDD) are partners in this initiative.

Eleven individuals with intellectual disabilities are currently working as certified trainers and are paid to conduct sessions about self-advocacy and self-determination in service planning meetings. To learn more, click above on a great video from DIDD.
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