
 
#NinerLove: Mutual appreciation for a beloved professor 

 

BY: JENNIFER HOWE, UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Eric Heberlig has been a beloved professor in political science and public administration at UNC Charlotte for over 20 

years. He is knowledgeable, approachable and invested in each of his students. Heberlig helps students be active 

participants in their own learning and encourages them to take advantage of opportunities outside of the classroom. 

 

Five of his former students — Mary Belk ’06, Cecil Brockman ‘06, Terry Brown ’09, Brian Farkas ‘09 and Dave Craven ’12 — 

are currently serving in the N.C. General Assembly. All five of them share a genuine appreciation for Professor Heberlig 

and his subject matter. 

 

“I'm very proud they've done so well so quickly,” said Heberlig. “I'm glad they've devoted their considerable talents to 

public service. Members of the General Assembly are typically rather experienced, so I expected that if I ever had five 

former students in the legislature, I'd be older than dirt.” 

 

REP. MARY BELK ’06 

https://publicpolicy.uncc.edu/directory/eric-heberlig


 

As a non-traditional student, Mary Belk loved that she was welcomed into the 
UNC Charlotte community and invited to participate in the full range of “college life.” As soon as stepped into her first class, 
she knew she had found a place that would excite her spirit and challenge her mind. One of the faculty members that 
challenged her, in a good way, was Professor Heberlig. 
 
“Professor Heberlig’s deep knowledge and love of his subject made it a pleasure to be in his class. He even knew how to 
make group projects a pleasant learning experience and not some new ring of hell. I hope I’m able to bring that same 
enthusiasm to being a state representative, even when we’re having trouble reaching consensus.” 
 
Belk received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the College of Liberal Art & Sciences in 2006. She is serving her 
third term in the N.C. House, representing Mecklenburg County. 
 

REP. CECIL BROCKMAN ’06 
 

Cecil Brockman is proud to be a part of the UNC Charlotte community, which he 
describes as “strong” and “inclusive.” He also values the political science courses he took, especially the ones with Professor 
Heberlig, which sparked his interest in public service and led to his involvement in politics. 
 
“Professor Heberlig was my favorite professor at UNC Charlotte and I always made sure to sign up for his classes. He 
promoted great discussion in class and always challenged our viewpoints so we would have to make stronger arguments 
and analyze our own positions.” 
 
Brockman received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the College of Liberal Art & Sciences in 2006. He is serving 
his fourth term in the N.C. House, representing Guilford County. 
 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/713
https://politicalscience.uncc.edu/
https://clas.uncc.edu/
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/691
https://politicalscience.uncc.edu/
https://clas.uncc.edu/


REP. TERRY BROWN ’09 
 

The thing that attracted Terry Brown to UNC Charlotte as a student is the thing he 
still loves as an alumnus – that UNC Charlotte is continually growing and there are so many opportunities to make a positive 
impact. One of the professors who made an impact on Brown was Professor Heberlig. 
 
“It was a rare treat to have a professor with a wealth of experience about our state and political process. Professor Heberlig 
was not only able to discuss the legislature and politics in the abstract, but he also was able to give us the practical 
perspective and tap into experiences from our state’s history.” 
 
Brown received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the College of Liberal Art & Sciences in 2009. He is serving his 
first term in the N.C. House, representing Mecklenburg County. 
 

REP. BRIAN FARKAS ‘09 
 

Brian Farkas loves that UNC Charlotte has a special way of making you feel like 
family, that you’re really part of something. He made lifelong friends at UNC Charlotte and regularly puts the lessons he 
learned on campus to good use, especially the lessons from Professor Heberlig. 
 
“Dr. Heberlig’s classes weren’t something you ever tried to avoid – it was a highlight of every week and represents the very 
best of the university experience. Dr. Heberlig’s passion about the subject matter is contagious and he had a way of 
connecting with every student, regardless of one’s political affiliation. His impact went well beyond the classroom.” 
 
Farkas received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the College of Liberal Art & Sciences in 2009. He is serving his 
first term in the N.C. House, representing Pitt County. 
 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/783
https://politicalscience.uncc.edu/
https://politicalscience.uncc.edu/
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https://politicalscience.uncc.edu/
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SEN. DAVID W. CRAVEN, JR. ’12 

 

Dave Craven loves the level of engagement students are able to have during 

their time at UNC Charlotte. Being involved provided him with a sense of connection to the campus and afforded him 

unique and beneficial opportunities outside of the classroom that allowed him to build relationships with faculty, such 

as Professor Heberlig. 

 

“I could never tell Professor Heberlig’s political leanings, which I think speaks to who he is as a professor and this set 

the tone and expectation for those of us in his classes. We were to listen to every person and respect their view and 

political beliefs, no matter how far they differed. In his classes, we were able to have open conversations and dialogue, 

and never did I feel as if there were political barriers to overcome in his classroom, something that I grew to have great 

respect for.” 

 

Craven received bachelor’s degrees in political science from the College of Liberal Art & Sciences and in business 

administration and accounting from the Belk College of Business in 2012. He is serving his first term in the N.C. Senate, 

representing Randolph and Guilford counties. 
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