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Croatan Institute BLAISE Program
How old is the program?

- 3 years 

What is the program trying to do? 
- We aim to open a path to careers in impact investing with our 

BLAISE (BIPOC Leaders Advancing an Inclusive and 
Sustainable Economy) program by addressing some of the 
key barriers to participation for underserved, diverse students 
and opening up opportunities.  

How many people have gone through your program? 
- Learning week: 84
- Students placed in internships: 8

Reflections from BLAISE 2024
Testimonials - BLAISE Impact 2024 

http://croataninstitute.org/BLAISE
http://croataninstitute.org/BLAISE
https://croataninstitute.org/croatan-view-blaise-2024-reflections/
https://youtu.be/Q7cMmH79LbU?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/Q7cMmH79LbU?feature=shared


Wall Street Diversity Accelerator (WSDA)

How old is the program?
- 6 years 

What is the program trying to do? 
- Our mission is to provide rising sophomores and juniors from 

underrepresented communities with an introduction to career 

possibilities in financial services.

How many people have gone through your program? 
- We placed 93 students in internships
- An additional 26 have been accepted into our Virtual 

Curriculum program





NEIII Impact Investing Fellowship
Our 4-month learning journey introduces the sector’s themes, approaches, & players through 
curated educational sessions, workshops, & small-group discussions across

How old is the program?
- 4 years
- The New England Impact Investing Initiative started 2016 
- Created regional events & convening NE actors
- Covid moved our programming online
- Created online, global structured learning journey
- Four cohorts - 2020, 2021, and Spring 2024 and now Fall 2024

What is the program trying to do? 
- Diversify & empower  the impact investing space
- Democratize access to sustainable finance education

How many people have gone through your program? 
- 132 (mostly practitioners, a few grads/undergrads)
- majority from global south, women, people of color
- 2020 - 22, 2021 - 18, Spring 2024 - 46, Fall 2024 - 46

neiii.org/thefellowship

http://neiii.org/thefellowship


Intentional Endowments Network: SIILK Network 
SIILK: Sustainable & Impact Investing Learning & Knowledge

How old is the program?
- IEN started 10 years ago, launched SIILK 8 years ago. 

What is the program trying to do? 
- Support sustainable and impact investing education at the undergraduate and graduate level
- Core programming:

- Connecting students with resources & education on sustainable/impact investing, strengthen bridge to higher 
ed endowment investing

- Connecting student managed investment funds (SMIFs) w/ other SMIFs (and students wanting to start SMIFs)
- Student Corporate Engagement Challenge
- Mentorship

How many people have gone through your program? 
- 200+, including dozens of student teams as a part of the Challenge.

Learn More: https://www.intentionalendowments.org/siilk_initiative Contact: nicole@intentionalendowments.org 

https://www.intentionalendowments.org/siilk_initiative
mailto:nicole@intentionalendowments.org


What could you do in 2025?
NEIII

- Monthly public events
- Fall 2025 Cohort - Applications Due July

BLAISE 

- Summer internship applications open

WSDA

- Summer 2026 internship applications open late summer 2025

IEN

- Regular educational events, rolling mentorship program


