
COVID-19 EMERGENCY MUNICIPAL DECLARATION 

CITY OF WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA 

APRIL 2, 2020 

WHEREAS, based upon the information available to the City of Williston through 

various public health authorities and governmental entities, it is understood that COVID-

19 is a severe respiratory illness, caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which is a novel 

coronavirus that is easily and readily transmitted from person to person, posing a 

significant threat to the health and safety of the residents of the City of Williston and 

further posing a threat to the healthcare system currently available within the community 

should local infections or transmissions appear or occur; and 

WHEREAS, as of the date of this declaration there is no known cure, drug, or 

vaccine to treat or prevent COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Williston continues to monitor COVID-19 activity; and  

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Health and Human Services 

Secretary Alex Azar declared a national public health emergency for COVID-19 on 

January 27, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global 

pandemic on March 11, 2020; and  

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump issued a declaration of 

national emergency in respond to the appearance and transmission of COVID-19 

throughout various locations in the United States; and  

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020 North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum issued 

Executive Order 2020-03, declaring a state of emergency in response to the public 

health crisis resulting from COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, the Chairman of the Williams County 

Commission declared a local state of emergency under N.D.C.C. § 37-17.1; and 

WHEREAS, the impact of COVID-19 and cascading events threatens the health, 

well-being, and safety of citizens in the City of Williston; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Williston departments and offices are undergoing efforts 

to mitigate activity by closing offices to the public, suggesting the practice of social 

distancing, by implementing staggered schedules in City office, by encouraging 

employee education and education throughout the community on best practices for 

eradication or lessening of the threat; and  

WHEREAS, preparedness, response, and recovery from the COVID-19 virus 

requires an all-of-government and all-of-community approach across all governments 

and departments of governments, the collaboration of all government offices and 

resources, as well as the assistance and cooperation of private and non-profit sectors, 



as the virus has the risk of substantially endangering the health, safety, and property of 

the citizens of Williston. 

WHEREAS, North Dakota Century Code Section 37-17.1-10 provided that a local 

emergency may be declared by the principal executive officer of the City, so long as it 

does not continue for a period in excess of seven (7) days, except by or with the 

consent of the governing board of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the effect of a declaration of a local disaster or emergency is to 

activate the response and recovery aspects of any and all applicable local disaster or 

emergency operational plans and to authorize the furnishing of aid and assistance 

thereunder, pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 37-17.1-10(2); and 

WHEREAS, the City Code of Ordinances allows the city to enact measures 

crucial to the eradication of the infectious disease or virus in the city limits of Williston; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Board of Commissioners for the 

City of Williston does declare a state of emergency exists in the City of Williston, North 

Dakota in response to the public health crisis arising out of the novel coronavirus 

(COVID-19). The City herein resolves to take all necessary actions to combat the 

negative effects of the coronavirus on behalf of the citizens of Williston. The city intends 

to secure emergency funding to the extent allowable by declaring an emergency. This 

declaration is made by the Board of City Commissioners for the City of Williston and 

shall remain in place until further notice. 

Dated this _______ day of April 2020. 

  

  

_____________________________________ 
Howard Klug, President 
City of Williston Commission  
 


