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Bergstrom named 2017 Operator of the Year 

 

The operations manager at Williston Public 

Works has been named the 2017 North Dakota 

Department of Health Operator of the Year. Kenny 

Bergstrom received the award at the 89th annual 

North Dakota Pollution Control Conference in 

Fargo. 

The NDDoH presents the Operator of the Year 

awards to the facilities with outstanding water and 

wastewater facility management. 

Williston Public Works director Dave Bell 

congratulated Bergstrom at the Williston City 

Commission on Tuesday, Oct. 24. 

“Each year, the NDDoH nominates and votes on the top water distribution and sewer 

collection system operators in the state,” said Bell. “They select the top operators based 

on how their system is managed, maintained and the knowledge they have of their 

system. This year Kenny was named one of top three operators, which is quite an 

accomplishment.” 

Bergstrom, age 37, is no stranger to public works. He was hired 16 years ago for an 

entry level position and worked his way up through the ranks. 

“I started with public works in 2001 as a meter reader and have been involved in water 

and wastewater since,” said Bergstrom. 

Williston Mayor Howard Klug praised Bergstrom for his notable leadership during a time 
of dramatic growth and transition. 
 

Kenny Bergstrom, right, receives the 
Operator of the Year Award from the 

NDDoH. Submitted photo 



“Implementing new technologies and improvements has required us to learn and hone 
our skills as a City, and we applaud you and your staff for all of your accomplishments 
in meeting our goals and setting a high standard of excellence,” said Klug. 
 
Bergstrom credited his achievement with the City’s leadership and his co-workers at 
public works. 
 
“I feel that I received this award on behalf of the City of Williston and everyone seems to 

be excited about the recognition from the state level,” he said. 

Williston City Administrator David Tuan said the award was well-deserved. 
 
“We're so very proud of his achievements and recognition at the state level,” said David 
Tuan, Williston City administrator. “His efforts in pursuing higher education and 
encouraging training and improvement among the staff are the very reason we have 
one of the best-managed water and sewer systems in the state. 
 
The NDDoH award was presented to Bergstrom during an awards ceremony on 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 in Fargo. 
 


