
 
 

Dallas B. Coffield, III 

I was born at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois to Air Force officer Dallas Biggs Coffield Jr and 

Tampa native Mrs Sylvia Petteway Coffield, who met during their college years at the 

University of Tampa.  The family moved to Tampa briefly while my father went to Vietnam.  

Upon his return, we moved to Germany, then to a suburb of Dallas, TX, and eventually to Ft 

Walton Beach, FL where I attended Pryor Junior High School and Choctawhatchee High 

School.  I attended the University of Mississippi and Florida State University where I studied 

English (Literature) and Art History.  After college, I found myself in the unique situation of 

being able to choose where I would make my life.  I chose Tampa after spending so many 

years visiting our family here.  I began as a server at Mise en Place restaurant, pursued my 

real estate license, and began a 14-year sales career with Smith and Associates Realty.  There, 

I not only helped my clients buy and sell their homes, I also worked with developers in 

acquisition, assistance through design, and throughout the sales and closeout process. In May 

of 2008, I was given the great opportunity to take the CEO position in a new real estate 

office, Keller Williams Realty Tampa Central.  I have led that office as CEO and a minority 

owner for 11 years, building it into one of the top real estate firms in Tampa.  My 

professional skills include procuring and training talent, conflict resolution, and negotiations.  

  

Although raised a Presbyterian and baptized at Hyde Park Presbyterian Church when I 

was a baby, I began attending Episcopal services with my ATO fraternity brothers in 

Oxford, MS.  My interest in the Episcopal Church continued during my years in 

Tallahassee and, a few years after settling in Tampa, I began attending St Andrew’s for a 

year and finally St John’s where I was confirmed a few years later in 2000 and have been 

a member ever since.  I have served in several capacities in St John’s and currently serve 

as a Verger, Lector, Chalice Bearer, and even periodic acolyte at the 8:00 a.m. service.  

My time here at St John’s has been some of the most important of my life.  After my 

father’s death, I remember telling my mother how grateful I was to have been welcomed 

into this congregation.  I love this church home better than any other I have known and am 

humbled and honored to be considered for the St. John’s Vestry.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Richard D. Eckhard (Rick) 

Rick and Tweed Eckhard have three children: twin daughters Carson and Sykes, both 

2012 graduates of St. John’s Episcopal Parish Day School, and Skip, currently a sixth 

grade student at St. John’s.  Rick has served on the Church’s finance committee and 

chaired the Every Member Canvas.  Rick is a lawyer with Holland & Knight and recently 

represented St. John’s Church in its acquisition of land contiguous to the middle school 

campus on Platt Street. 

 

 

 

 
 

Laura E. Hobby 

Laura Hobby has been a member of St. John's since 1985 when her parents, Bob and 

Lynda Vawter, joined the church.  St. John's has been the center of her life since 

then.  She married her husband, Clarke Hobby, at St. John's and her children, Charles and 

Virginia, were baptized at the church.  Laura's involvement in the church has included 

volunteering with the children's ministries in a variety of roles.  Currently, she is a 

member of the Altar Guild.  Professionally, Laura is an educator with over 20 years of 

experience in public and independent schools.  She is the art teacher at Mitchell 

Elementary School in Tampa and loves to see some of her students- past and present- on 

Sunday mornings at church. 

 

 



 
 

Kevin C.W. Kellar 

Kevin Kellar is a Tampa native who attends the 9:15 a.m. service at St John’s with his wife 

Beth and two sons Declan (11) and Brody (5).  Being a father to their two exuberant boys has 

been Kevin’s greatest joy and blessing from God. 

Kevin has been a member of St. John’s for 35 years, attending as a child with his mother 

Donna (Meagher) Gem and sisters Olivia and Amanda.   St. John’s has been a second 

home to Kevin, its members his extended family, and it has had a profound impact on his 

life and faith.  During his teen years he was active in youth group ministries and 

participated in family retreats to DaySpring under the leadership of Flossie Adams.  He 

fondly recalls listening to the boys’ and girls’ choirs under the tutelage of Ms. Ellie and 

Malcolm Wesley, and proudly served as an acolyte under Paul Brokaw; Declan serves 

under Paul now. 

In 1993, Kevin left Tampa to serve in the USAF and was stationed at Langley Command 

AFB in Virginia.  He became a member of Emanuel Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach, 

and in 2006 was married to Beth Gnatiuk.  Declan was baptized at Emanuel in 2008.  In 

2010, Kevin and Beth moved back to Tampa and became active members at St. John’s.  In 

2015, Brody was baptized by Fr. Connelly.  Currently Beth teaches elementary school at 

Holy Trinity and Kevin is a Software Engineer at Raymond James Financial.   

Kevin is an active member of the St. John’s Fathers’ Ministry, and has led the annual 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner the past several years.  He has participated in and co-

organized parishioner service days at Metropolitan Ministries, served as Lay Eucharistic 

Visitor for homebound parishioners, shepherded the Holiday Letters for Heroes project, 

served as teller for vestry elections, and participated on the annual Every Member Canvass 

team.  Kevin made his Cursillo at Dayspring Conference Center in 2017 and renewed his 

spiritual journey with Christ.  Over the past two years he has attended the Diocesan 

Convention as delegate and alternate.  He also initiated and now each year organizes the 

annual Parish Canoe Trip, which will enter its 5th year.  In addition, Kevin was part of the 

search committee in 2017 to identify and onboard Ayana, our Family Ministries Director. 

Kevin is honored to have the opportunity (if chosen) to serve God as a St. John’s vestry 

member, and will work faithfully to encourage participation both for fun, family-centric 

events within our parish walls, as well as in service-minded ministries in our Tampa 

community. 



 

 
 

Robert E.V. Kelley, Jr. (Rob) 

Rob was born in Cleveland, Ohio, grew up in Pittsburgh, PA and moved to the Clearwater 

area at the start of high school. He later graduated from the University of Florida (’81) and 

Stetson Law School (’84), where he met his wife Jan (Abdoney). After marrying and 

living in Clearwater for a year, they moved to Tampa in 1986. Rob and Jan joined St. 

John’s over 20 years ago when their children began attending the Parish Day School. 

 

Rob is a life-long Episcopalian, having previously worshipped at St. Paul’s, Cleveland 

Heights, OH; St. Stephen’s, Sewickley, PA;  Church of the Ascension, Clearwater, FL; 

and St. Andrew’s, Tampa, FL.  He has previously served on capital campaigns for the 

Parish Day School. 

 

Rob is an attorney at Hill, Ward & Henderson, P.A., practicing in the areas of ad valorem 

taxation and eminent domain. He has broad board experience with civic, professional and 

social organizations.  For many years he served on a committee that organized an annual 

fundraising event for The Children’s Home, Inc. 

 

Rob and Jan attend the 9:15 am service.  They have three adult children:  Robby (28), a 

dental student at Nova Southeastern University; Anne (26), a law student at UF; and Sam 

(23), who will graduate in May from UF with a Masters of Accounting degree.   

 



 

 

 
 

Susan S. Lopez (Suzy) 

A former acolyte and lifelong member of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Suzy is a second-

generation graduate of St. John’s Parish Day School, and her father served on the Vestry 

in the 1980s.  She attended Camp Kanuga for Boys and Girls at the Kanuga Conference 

Center, the Episcopal Conference Center for Western North Carolina, for ten years.  Upon 

her graduation from H.B. Plant High School, Middlebury College, and Suffolk University 

Law School, Suzy returned home to Tampa to be a law clerk at the Second District Court 

of Appeal.  Following her clerkship, she began her career as an Assistant State Attorney, 

where she remains as a prosecutor specializing in violent crimes and large-scale drug 

trafficking organizations.   

 

Since moving back to Tampa sixteen years ago after her graduation from law school, Suzy 

has been a Lay Eucharistic Minister, reading lessons and serving as a chalice bearer at all 

church services, as well as at the Canterbury Towers Health Center.  She has previously 

served as a Canvasser for the Every Member Canvass, as well as a teller for the Church’s 

Annual Meeting.  Her community involvement includes being a former Board member 

and Past President of the Board of Self Reliance, the Center for Independent Living, a 

member of the Karamu planning committee benefitting the Lowry Park Zoo, and a long-

term member and committee chair of the Junior League of Tampa.  Suzy is currently the 

chair of the Middlebury College Alumni Association in Central Florida, a member of the 

Hillsborough County Bar Association, the Goldburg-Cacciatore Inn of Court, and an 

active member of the State Attorney’s Office Community Engagement Task Force. 

 

As a third-generation member of St. John’s, Suzy loves the traditions, liturgy, and 

community of the Church, as well as the School.  Suzy will bring her courtroom skills as a 

negotiator and advocate to her role on the Vestry as St. John’s moves into the future.  Her 

willingness and desire to serve her church and her community have strengthened her faith 

and have prepared her to enter into this ministry.  

 



 

 
 

Daniel L. Russell (Lanny) 

Daniel Lanier “Lanny” Russell grew up in Polk County, Florida where he was a member 

of First Baptist Church in Ft. Meade. In 1973 Lanny and Nora Childs were married in the 

Episcopal church in Ft. Meade where she and her family had been active members for 

generations.  

 

Lanny earned an MBA from Florida State University in 1971.  He worked for 

GTE/Verizon in Sarasota, Tampa and Dallas. He retired from Verizon after 25 years in 

information technology and began a second career as a business process consultant with 

Fujitsu Consulting and Hillsborough Community College.   

 

St John’s has been their church home since 1992.  Their daughter and son-in-law, Rebecca 

and Mark Graff, were married here in 2008. Their children, Eleanor and Charles, were 

baptized here and enjoy Sunday School, VBS, pageants and camping trips.  Lanny has 

been a member of and served as a facilitator for the Men’s Bible Study for twelve years.  

He and Nora have both participated in the home visitation ministry. 

 

Lanny is thankful to be a part of the St John’s church community and feels a responsibility 

and calling to serve further. 

 

 

 

 
 

Bruce S. Yost 

A native Floridian, Bruce Yost grew up in Sarasota.  He is a graduate of Florida State 

University and has a Master of Arts in Music Education from the University of South 

Florida.  Raised in the Baptist church, it was not until he met his wife Amy, herself a life-

long Episcopalian, that he “saw the light” and began attending St. John’s.  They were 

married by Father John Peterson in the church in 1998 and Bruce was confirmed a few years 

later. 

 



Bruce has taught vocal music in Hillsborough County Schools for the past thirty-two years 

and is in his twenty-fourth year as the choral director at H.B. Plant High School.  He has 

also served as music director at Trinity United Methodist Church in Bradenton, and as a 

conductor of the Gulf Coast Boychoir and USF’s Women’s Chorale and Men’s Glee Club.  

As an active member of the Florida Vocal Association and American Choral Directors 

Association, Bruce served as FVA District Chairman, Florida ACDA Membership Chair 

and Repertoire and Standards Chair for High School Choirs. 

 

His wife Amy is an industrial-organizational psychologist with Capital One, his daughter 

Melinda works as a school psychologist in Charlotte, NC, and his son Charley is a senior at 

Plant High School.  The Yosts attend the 9:15 a.m. service where they especially enjoy the 

beautiful music offered by our choir and organists and Bruce enjoys serving as an usher 

with his 4th Sunday crew. He is both honored and humbled by this opportunity to serve as a 

member of the vestry of St. John’s. 


