
 
 

 

Lamentation, Grace and Hope 

A 3-part Speaker Program 

Sundays April 11, April 25 and May 2 at 4:30 pm  

Virtually by Zoom. Link will be sent to St. John’s parishioners via Realm, others, please 

contact us at parish@stjohnstampa.org to get the link. 

 

Christian M. M. Brady, author of Beautiful & Terrible Things: A Christian Struggle with 

Suffering, Grief, and Hope 

 

 

 

We all endure suffering in this life. No matter how blessed and privileged we may be, we will 

experience hardship and grief. On a personal level, it may be the death of a loved one, sudden 

illness, the loss of a job, or the struggle with mental health. Our world faces global pandemics 

and regional wars. Suffering is part of living in a world that God created but humanity unmade.  

 

Bible scholar Christian Brady, an expert on Old Testament lament, was as prepared as a person  

could be for the death of a child—which is to say, not nearly well enough. When his eight-year-

old son died suddenly from a fast-moving blood infection, Brady heard the typical platitudes 

about accepting God’s will and knew that quiet acceptance was not the only godly way to grieve. 

With deep faith, knowledge of Scripture, and the wisdom that comes only from experience, 

Brady guides readers in Beautiful and Terrible Things in grieving losses and setbacks of all kinds 

in voicing their lament to God, reflecting on the nature of human existence, and persevering in 

hope. Brady finds that rather than an image of God managing every event and action in our lives, 

the biblical account describes the very real world in which we all live, a world full of hardship 

and calamity that often comes unbidden and unmerited. Yet, it also is a world into which God 

lovingly intrudes to bring comfort, peace, and grace. 

 

mailto:parish@stjohnstampa.org
http://christianbrady.com/books
https://stjohnstampa.org/


Join us, along with others in the Diocese, as we journey with Christian Brady in a personal 

presentation of this beautiful book which embodies not only his lament but also his declaration 

of thanksgiving as he remembers God’s presence throughout his life. 

 

Gifts of thanksgiving for Christian’s generous time with us can be made to the Mack Brady 

Memorial Men’s Soccer Fund at Penn State, in memory of Christian and Elizabeth Brady’s son.  

 

CHRISTIAN M. M. BRADY 

is a professor of ancient Hebrew and Jewish literature and the inaugural dean of the Lewis 

Honors College at the University of Kentucky. He is also a priest in the Episcopal Church and is 

Canon Theologian in the Diocese of Lexington Kentucky. http://christianbrady.com/books 
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