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Are we all in this world together?  Or is it every person in it for themselves?  This ques on is at the heart of 

Pope Francis message for this year’s World Day of Migrants & Refugees.  Take a minute to reflect on the past 

year and a half of life through this pandemic.  
 

What has helped you survive the pandemic?     What gave you hope? What drew out the best in you?  
 

Where and how did you prac ce connec ons to an “ever‐wider we”?  
 

In his message, Pope Francis urges us toward an ever wider we ‐ to welcome migrants and refugees into our 

communi es for us and for them – because we believe there is only “we”.  When we welcome a newly‐

arrived immigrant or help to rese le a refugee, we seek to dissolve their fears of a new place, and a new cul‐

ture, and deeper fears of being marginalized.  A sincere welcome recognizes and calls forth the best of their 

humanity, and at the same me, we prac ce the best of our humanity.  Throughout the pandemic, reaching 

out to help others, to receive the kindness of others, to connect in new (safe!) ways, all went a long way to 

allay our fears, to find a new sense of “enough”, and to swim in the sea of uncertainty.  When we recall and 

savor those life‐giving prac ces from the past year, we find a desire to share that experience with those who 

arrive as migrants. Many pressures seek to divide us, yet they cannot smother our own experience of the 

Spirit.  Let the Holy Spirit, who speaks as a voice within, unite us.  Let us recall our common humanity with 

immigrant friends, neighbors, and colleagues.  As Francis writes, “The Holy Spirit enables us to embrace eve‐

ryone, to build community in diversity, and to unify differences.”  

Join us in Welcoming and Embracing Migrants and Refugees as  

We Journey Toward an Ever Wider We  

To get started, call or email Tammi Murray, Program Assistant, St. James Immigrant Assistance  

 at 206‐382‐4511 or tmurray@stjames‐cathedral.org  


