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CHRIST CHURCH

5 Paterson Street, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901
732.545-6262 * ChristChurchNewBrunswick.org

WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH, an Episcopal parish of the worldwide An-
glican Communion. We are glad you are here, and we invite you to en-
ter fully into worship this morning, and to receive Holy Communion or a
blessing at the communion rail. We invite you to ask questions, explore, and to
make yourself known to those around you. Please pick up any other infor-
mation about the parish located on the table in the back of the church. Tell us
more about yourself by filling out one of the cards located in each pew. Help
us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely shared by all.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL SERVICES. Changing stations are available in
both rest rooms at the Paterson Street entrance; you can get there through the
side door of the church.

WE REJOICE that you have chosen to worship here this Pentecost season. If you
would like to learn more about our Parish, please phone the Parish Office at
732.545.6262. Many of our upcoming events are listed on our web site, christ-
churchnewbrunswick.org; we hope that you decide to join us.

YOU ARE INVITED to worship with us any Sunday.

Our regular service time is 9:30 AM.

FREE PARKING VOUCHERS

Are available for the Lower Church Street parking deck next to the church
grounds. Please see an usher for a voucher and instructions.




INTERCESSIONS

AT EVERY CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST prayer is offered with inter-
cession for the Universal Church, the nation, the welfare of the world, the con-
cerns of this community, those who suffer and those in any trouble, and the
departed. Please feel free to add your own petitions during the prayers, either
silently or aloud. If you would like to add a name to the prayer list, you may

also fill out the form in the Prayers of the People book in the back of the
Church.

WEEKLY INTERCESSIONS

We remember in today’s prayers:

The Sick and Others in Need— Alena, Betsy, Beverly, Carlos Jr., David, Emily,
Hector, Jane, Jeannine, Jonathan, Michael, Milton, Pat, Patricia, Robin, Ron, Ro-
sanne, Rozie, Sarah, Timothy, Tina Vincent

Anglican Cycle — we pray for The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and
Polynesia

Diocesan Cycle — The Rev. Dcn. Carol Kerbel

Christ Church Ministry — Laundry Love

Birthdays this week — William Crosbie, Louise Deis, Liam Dennehy, Henry Fenn,
Katherine Fenn

Flower Memorial — Mrs. Curtis McCan in memory of Robert McCan, the Rydel
Family in memory of Ernestine and Stephen Cutting, the Sullivan Family in memory
of Frances Remsen and John Dennis Sullivan

PASTORAL CARE
If you are in crisis, having surgery, are in the hospital and are in need of pas-
toral counseling from a clergy person, please do not hesitate to contact Rev.
Scott Russel- 732.545.6262 ext. 1 or Rev. Daphne P. Roberts —732.545.6262
ext. 3

If you would like to schedule home communion, please contact Rev. Roberts
and she will arrange for either herself, or a Lay Eucharistic Visitor to bring
communion to you. Please do not hesitate to contact Rev. Russell or Rev.
Roberts if you know of someone who is in need of care or counseling.



THE VESTRY

Meegan Adames, Rector’s Warden
meegzy79@yahoo.com

Jonathan Gloster, People’s Warden
jgloster73@gmail.com

John Ager, Treasurer
jager@optonline.net

Mark McMahon, Finance
markroy53@.me

Karen Colabaugh, Music, Clerk
karen.colabaugh@gmail.com

Jonathan Clark, Discipleship
im4canoes@yahoo.com

Eleanor Forbes, Outreach
elliebelle15@gmail.com
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lowedp@yahoo.com

Melbourne Garber, Property
magarber59@gmail.com

PARISH STAFF

The Rev. Daniel Scott Russell, Interim Rector
rector@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

The Rev. Daphne Roberts, Deacon
deacon@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Brittney Girault, Business Operations Manager
admin@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Elaine Winkler, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Carlos Garcia, Sexton






September 13, 2026
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM

THE HOLY EUCHARIST Rite II

PRELUDE
Please stand and sing at the Procession

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Morning has Broken ” The Blue Hymnal 1982 #8

THE WORD OF GOD

All who are able please stand as the ministers enter and sing

The Presider welcomes the people and says
Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

COLLECT OF PURITY BCP, page 355
The Presider says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira-
tion of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA BCP, page 356

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:



have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Presider says to the people
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Exodus 14:19-31

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went be-
hind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel.
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not
come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.
The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea
into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their

left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar
of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian
army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with diffi-
culty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting



for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and cov-
ered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on
their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the
great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared

the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PsAaLM 114
1 Hallelujah!
When Israel came out of Egypt, *

the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,

2 Judah became God's sanctuary *
and Israel his dominion.

3 The sea beheld it and fled; *
Jordan turned and went back.

4 The mountains skipped like rams, *
and the little hills like young sheep.

5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
O Jordan, that you turned back?

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
you little hills like young sheep?

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.



THE EPISTLE Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vege-
tables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who ab-
stain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able
to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while oth-
ers judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not
live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that
he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment
on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reader  The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN  “Spirit of God, Descend upon my heart”
Red LEVAS Hymnal IT #119

THE GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said
to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle ac-



counts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “‘Have pa-
tience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow slave
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly dis-
tressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fel-
low slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Presider  The Gospel of the Lord.

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON Rev. Scott Russell
All who are able please stand

THE NICENE CREED

ALL We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
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kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

See “Creation Care” insert.

Leader

Responding, “Renew and protect your creation, O God,” let us pray
for the whole people of God in Christ according to our needs and for
all of God’s creation in its need.

The Leader requests the prayers of the People of God for the world, the mission of the
Church, and for those individuals who have asked for or need our prayers. If you would like

to add a name to the prayer list, please fill out the form in the Prayers of the People book in
the back of the Church.

After the last petition, the Presider adds a concluding Collect

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

ALL

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mer-
cy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Presider:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me”

12

1 LORD, Thou hast searched me, and dost know
where'er I rest, where'er I go;

Thou knowest all that I have planned,

and all my ways are in Thy hands.

2My words from Thee I cannot hide,

I feel Thy pow'r on ev'ry side;

O wondrous knowledge, awful might,
unfathomed depth, unmeasured height!

3Where can I go apart from Thee,
or whither from Thy presence flee?
In heav'n? it is Thy dwelling fair;

in death's abode? lo, Thou art there.

41If I the wings of morning take,
and far away my dwelling make,
the hand that leadeth me is Thine,
and my support Thy pow'r divine.

5 If deepest darkness cover me,

the darkness hideth not from Thee;

to Thee both night and day are bright,
the darkness shineth as the light.

arr. J. Sheridan



Scan this code to support Christ Church’s ministries and outreach to the

community.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer C, BCP page 369
Presider The Lord be with you.

ALL And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

ALL We lift them to the Lord.

Presider
ALL

Presider

People

Presider

People
Presider

People
Presider

People

Presider

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of
glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstel-
lar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile
earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of
creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we
turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets

and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to
open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every genera-
tion who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your
glory, in their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS

ALL

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

Presider

People

14

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection,

as we await the day of his coming.



Presider

People

Presider

ALL

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider
ALL

The Presider breaks the bread. After a period of silence, all sing

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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INVITATION

Presider

The gifts of God for the People of God.

The congregation may kneel or sit following the Invitation. All are most welcome
to receive Communion. If you do not wish to receive communion this morning, you
are cordially invited to come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers are available; please speak to the member of the clergy who is
serving the bread.

The Bread and Cup are given to the Communicants with these words

Minister The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
Recipient Amen.
Minister The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
Recipient Amen.

Spiritual Communion Prayer For Those Joining Us Online:

Gracious God, our sustainer and source of all good things in the uni-
verse. As we gather in community this day, we are mindful of those
who through circumstance or conscience are unable to partake of the
Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation at this time. You are the source of
the food and water which nourishes and sustains us. As we are the
product of all we have partaken, we know that we are infused with your
life-giving food and drink and that are never separated from you.
Though we are many, we are joined in Christ. We are one Body, one
Cup in the name of the One God. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN “Father We Thank Thee” The Blue Hymnal 1982 #303

All who are able please stand

Presider

All

16

AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.



Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FINAL HYMN  “Praise to the Living God” The Blue Hymnal 1982 #372

BLESSING & DISMISSAL

The Presider blesses the people.
People  Amen.

Deacon  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Sunday, September 20

PARISH NOTES Rite IT

PARISH SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 13- SEPTEMBER 19

Parish Office Hours This Week: S“nda‘l'\’/lsep.temll:er 27
Tuesday — 9:30am to 3:00pm, Friday — 9:30am to 1:00pm orning trayer

Sunday 8:30 am. Choir Warm Up
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sanctuary

Wednesday 12:00p.m. Noonday Prayer, Zoom
7:30 p.m. WomenSpirit, Zoom

Join Christ Church in supporting our
Popcorn Fundraiser!
Our Double Good fundraiser runs from Sunday, September 13

- Sunday, September 20! We're selling Double Good’s award-
winning popcorn and earning 50% of every sale.

Visit our fundraising page to learn more on how to get started.

https:/ /popup.doublegood.com/event/c7024fd4-adfd-11f1-9029-7b3f6feed1ba
A laptop will be available at the end of service to get you started today.
Proceeds benefit the Christ Church General Fund.

Friends, Please join us as we gather on Monday, September 14 at
© ﬁ_ 8:00pm for our compline service. Creation Care Compline is a
cheanion eane collaboration of the Green Caucus and the Creation Care Mission of
COMELINE The Episcopal Church. Join an evening of prayer and meditation
hosted by the church’s creation care ministry and the Green Caucus

of The Episcopal Church. Register today using the link in the weekly email.

Creation Care Opportunities for Saturday, Sept. 19

LRWP If you'd like to celebrate Creation Care month by experiencing
ower Rarian e @ different part of God’s creation, consider two opportunities
' ' ~on Saturday, Sept. 19 sponsored by the Lower Raritan

Watershed Partnership:

9:00 am — 1:00 pm Clean up Green Brook in Middlesex Borough. More info. and
registration at https://tinyurl.com/v8szpp45

6:00 — 9:00 pm South River 1/2 moonlight paddle. More info. and registration
At https://tinyurl.com/5n6btv8d




CHRIST EPISCOPAL * R
CHURCH

Your Church Family Since 1702

SHEEWSBURY, NJ

The Gathering is an
interfaith prayer
service for people
with Intellectual
and Developmental
Disabilities.

>

y
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THE GATHERING

=

- NEW — Beginning September 13,

— The Gathering will also be held monthly on the

S 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM, geared
toward both children and adults of all ages with IDD.

This service will be family-friendly.

The service will be held in the Christ Church Parish Hall,
380 Sycamore Ave, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

We will continue to have The Gathering on the
3rd Wednesday of the month at 11:30 AM

For more information, please visit
christchurchshrewsbury.org or contact Tia at
tiathegathering@gmail.com

Belonging in Faith,

United in Love +
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P x‘(l‘ ;é_r \ J‘g Join members of Christ Church
= '."5 KT’F 1 I:‘(’ | Sunday, September 20 after the 9:30am service for

-t O =

a “Packing Party”!
tedh
. J—Ie.r oe’va.n - . We will be packing flatware for Elijah’s Promise
B during Coffee Hour.

Can’t make it to the packing party, but want to help? Donations of
heavyweight forks and spoons as well as dinner-size napkins would be

appreciated. Donations can be made via Zelle or check please note
“Elijah’s Promise” in the subject line.

You are cordially invited to join ns ar our

2ND ANNUAL
ECS-NJ

THURSDAY,
OCTORBER B8, 2026
6-9 PM

PINES MANQOR

2085 LINCOLN HWY

EDISON, MEW JERSEY

“T Was Hungry and You Gave Me Something fo Eat™

Inspired by Matthew 25

HONORING
St. Peter’s Church, Clarksbore

ounding Co ration

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Kim Guadagno
Presiden & CEC of Mevew Cenrer
Foravgr Foesd Lientenagnd Crovermor




SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 g |
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY . taking

AFTER PENTECOST >, _ o faith
home

The people of God forgive.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 18:21-35 A parable about forgiveness
Monday Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph forgives his brothers
Tuesday Romans 14:1-12 Do not judge another

Wednesday 2 Chronicles 7:12-18 The Lord appears to Solomon
Thursday Ephesians 1:3-14 Spiritual blessings in Christ

Friday John 8:1-11 Jesus intercedes for a woman
Saturday Psalm 103:1-13 Thanksgiving for God's goodness
Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—who
forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases.
Psalm 103:2-3 (NRSV)

PRAYER3 AND BLE3SING

A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, we praise you for your desire to forgive; help us to love and forgive as we are loved
and forgiven through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let these gifts to us be blessed. Let there be a goodly share on
every table, everywhere. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God give you a merciful heart.

]
, .‘
L J

MILESJONES © 2025 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

MINISTRY
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Healer of Our Every Il - ” ol fa ith
home

WEEKLY MILESTONES 22

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your heme, small group, or use for personal reflections:

=  When someone says secmething hurtful to you, how do you react?
# How does God's merciful forgiveness make a difference in our relationships?

DEVOTIONS =&
Read: Matthew 18:21-35.

Jesus presents a very unreal story to make a very real point. In Jesus’ day, each talent was
worth more than 15 years of work and a denarius was one day’s wage. Therefore, one slave
owed over 150,000 years of income while the other owed cne hundred days of wages. The
differences are extreme to make a point. God's forgiveness of us is wildly outof-this-world and
wonderful. It leads the follower of Jesus Christ to sing or pray Psalm 103 that begins, “Bless the
LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name” (v. 1). A concrete way to praise
God is to “forgive your brother or sister from your heart” (Matthew 18:35) and do 5o again and
again and again. Or, as Jesus suggests, do you want to consider the consequences of not
showing a little forgiveness to others? That lack of forgiveness Jesus says, would destroy your
life.

Discuss: How does this story challenge the way you think about forgiveness, especially God's
forgiveness?

Pray: Merciful God, give me faith to remember how kind and generous you are to me and to
praise you by being kind and forgiving to others through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE <f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you extend a word of forgiveness to somecne who has hurt you?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

The theme this week in the Bible readings is forgiveness. Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of
Joseph forgiving his brothers for throwing him in a pit and selling him into slavery. Forgiving
someone who has hurt you is not easy. Think of someone who needs your forgiveness. Write 2
note to that person. Take a moment to read your note silently. Hold your note as you pray the
Lord's Prayer. Pause for thought when you pray, “forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us,” then finish the prayer. Choose whether or not to send the note to them.

MILES|OMNES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
MRGESTRA effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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