Christ the King and St. Stephen Parishes

Christ the King Church
195A Brandon Road
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
925-682-2486
ctkph.org

St. Stephen Church
1101 Keaveny Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
925-274-1341
saintstephenparish.org

THIRD
SUNDAY OF

DECEMBER 11, 2022
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“Go and tell john what you hear and see:

the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are rnise-:l_, and the poor have the gund News prﬂ:luimed to them.”

Daily Mass Monday-Saturday
9am (Also Livestreamed)

Thursday
5:40pm Rosary, 6pm Mass
(Also Livestreamed)

Every First Friday
5pm to 6pm Exposition
6pm Mass

MATTHEW 11:4-5

Weekend Mass Times

Saturday
4pm Vigil
( Also Livestreamed)

Sunday
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm
(10:30am — Also Livestreamed)

St. Stephen Mass Times
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 9:30am

Private Confessions
Saturday 3pm to 3:30pm
In the church

Drive-Thru Communion
11:30am to 12 noon
In front of the church

Livestream Links
Can be found at ctkph.org

“T'O HEAR THE GOSPEL AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE.”




Dear Friends, oy

-
We celebrated the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary on Thursday December 8th,F
and I am so grateful for many of you who participated in the liturgies Mary is our model of
Christian discipleship during the season of Advent. We will join our Hlspanlc brothers and |
sisters who were with us during the pandemic. On Sunday December 11" we will celebrate a
bilingual mass at 4.00pm. This will be a festive celebration with the music of Mariachi. Eve-
ryone is welcome! Join us for a reception afterwards in the parish hall.

The story of the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe might be hundreds of years old, but the lessons we can
draw from it apply to our lives today. First, a quick refresher on the story: in 1531, the Virgin Mary appeared
to a young native Mexican peasant named Juan Diego. To provide evidence of the ap-
pearance, Mary filled Juan Diego’s tunic with out-of-season roses. When he released
the pile of roses in front of the local archbishop, a captivating image of Mary was re-
vealed on his tunic: a dark skinned woman wrapped in a star-covered mantle, standing
on a crescent moon and carried by an angel. This original tilma continues to be promi-
nently displayed behind the altar at the Basilica in Mexico City for the millions of pil-
grims who come to visit and pray.

Mary appeared to Juan Diego as a mestiza woman with a darker skin tone. The indige-
nous people could identify with this image of Mary. She even spoke to Juan Diego in
his native language of Nahuatl. Mary came among them, as one of them. It gave the
local people a sense of belonging. As a Church we need to reinforce this sense of be-
longing today. The feast invites us to create a place where people are included and re-
spected, where everyone feels like they belong.

Mary appeared to Juan Diego, a native-born peasant. She didn’t appear to the bishop, nor the colonial rulers.
In fact, she visited Juan Diego four times, and her only other appearance was to his bedridden uncle. The
poor, the sick, and indigenous communities deserve attention and support. They deserve a voice in our church.
That is why I feel the synodality, initiated by Pope Francis is so paramount. It is primarily about learning to
listen and dialogue with people in the pews, with those who are marginalized or wounded by the church. It is
about a different model of building collegiality. This model is different from the one used in the U.S. and the
world throughout the 20th century, which is a model that is indeed heavy on bureaucracy.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) announced this feast as a day of prayer
and solidarity with families of immigrants. So, it’s worth reflecting on what we can learn from this popular
devotion, especially in terms of God’s inclusive love for all humanity especially the poor and the downtrod-
den. As we have learned time and time again, God works through the simple, the humble, and the marginal-
ized to bring transformation into our world.

On Saturday, we celebrated First Reconciliation for 97 children. This is the first time the children encountered
the merciful Lord in this sacrament. As a parent you will explain to your child the goodness of our God. As a
parish, let us keep these children in our prayer.

This advent I would like to invite you to be present and be aware of what's happening

~ 3 around you and within you. Take a few moments daily, and sit in quiet meditation. Ask
. -*'-. yourself: what are three things that have gone well for me today? In today's rush, we all

w* S think too much, seek too much, want too much and forget about the joy of just being.

Fr. Paulson




CTK UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS

Dec. 12 Mon. |9am Jeff Brogan

Esther Donlin
Dec. 13 Tues. |9am Hilldegard Menzhuber
Dec. 14 Wed. [9am Jose Delfino Velez 1

Leon Dejeus

Dec. 15 Simon Khiem Tran }

Maritess Tablane

Thurs. | 9am

Dec. 16 Fri. 9am Joanne Kathryn Carroll ¥

Dec. 17 Sat. 9am Concepcion Guevarra ¥

Dec. 17 & |Week- | All- Vickie Menzhuber ¥

Dec. 18 end Masses | Andrew Alatorre
Nancy Delucchi 1
Angela Backman
Jack Cardoza

Sarah Costanza
Virginia Fundamo
(Bday Blessings)
Ferdinand Navarro
(Bday Blessings)

LIS a time of waiting
‘or our Lord, who will visit
all in our own hearts.

The Lord is coming!
Let us wait for him!"

Third Sunday of Advent/Candle Meaning
It is called the “Shepherd's Candle,” and is pink
because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third
Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday and
is meant to remind us of the joy that the world
experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the
faithful have reached this midpoint of Advent.

S
i Ilnl ﬂul!nb

ail Adeeml

ST. STEPHEN CORNER

“To Live and to Love in Christ”

St. Stephen Church - Mass Times
Monday - Friday - 8am
Saturday - 5pm and Sunday - 9:30am

SS UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS

Dec. 10 |Sat. |5:00pm | Saint Stephen Parishioners
Dec. 11 [Sun. |9:30am | Virgil Bolin }
Dec. 17 |Sat. |5:00pm | Saint Stephen Parishioners
Dec. 18 |Sun. [9:30am | Carol Ricci

ST. STEPHEN NEWS

We will be having our Advent Reconciliation Service
on Friday, December 16 at 6pm. You will have an
opportunity for individual confessions during this
service.

As Christmas Eve and Christmas Day fall on a week-
end this year, our Christmas Services will be at our
regular weekend times - Christmas Eve Mass on Sat-
urday, December 24 at 5pm and Christmas Day Mass
on Sunday, December

25 at 9:30am.

Just in time for the holidays, there is a new book on
our book table. "Holy Moments: A Handbook for the
Rest of Your Life" by Matthew Kelly. Some ideas are
so powerful that simply becoming aware of them
changes our lives forever. Holy Moments is such an
idea. It is profoundly simple, astonishingly practical.
This book is what the world needs right now. Come
and claim a copy today.

Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sunday, December
18, as we decorate the church for Christmas. Many
hands are needed as we set up our Christmas Tree
and Nativity scene.

Save the date: Celebrate the Feast of St. Stephen
with us on Monday, December 26 at 5pm. We will
have a potluck, giving you a chance to use up

your Christmas leftovers, followed by Caroling. Plan
on joining us.

Office hours - Monday & Wednesday 11am-2pm




Celebrate with usl!

The Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Sunday, December 11
Mass Time: 4pm (bilingual)
Reception to follow in the
Parish Hall

Save the Date
Fr. Brian Timoney Turns 92!

Join us Thursday, January 12 at the 6pm Mass
Followed by a reception in the Parish Hall

P 992 29 3

You are invited to attend our

Advent Reconciliation Service

Saturday, December 17 at 3pm or
Monday, December 19 at 7:15pm

Come and experience the healing power of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation as we prepare our
hearts for Christmas.

SIMBANG GABI -- The Filipi-
no Society of Christ the King
cordially invites you to join
in the
"Simbang Gabi", a nine-day

celebration  of

novena in preparation for
the birth of Jesus, at Christ
the King Church from December 15th to the 23rd.
Mass begins at 6:00 p.m. every night. Mass on Thursday
Dec. 15, will be held in the parish hall. A celebration of
gratitude will be held after the last mass on the 23rd in

the parish hall. For those who are unable to attend,
each of the masses will be livestreamed. For additional
information, please contact Maritess Baula (925-899-

9078) or Imelda Santos (925-623-7340).

= HOLIDAY

L

Christmas Eve Masses '

Saturday, December 24 |
3pm - Outdoors-Children/Family Mass
4:30pm - Indoors & Livestreamed
8pm - Indoors |
12 Midnight - Indoors (Carols begin at 11:30pm)
St. Stephen Church - 5:00pm

Christmas Day Masses

Sunday, December 25
7:30am - Indoors |

9am - Indoors
10:30am - Indoors & Livestreamed
No 4pm Mass |
St. Stephen Church - 9:30am

[ The outdoor 3pm Christmas Eve Mass will 1 |
| take place on the lawn. Please dress warm

and bring your own chairs. |
| If it rains we will bring mass inside the

| church and gym. | I
L Masks are encouraged inside. I .
——— e S S S S S S EE—— E— I
Drive Through Communion |
Christmas Day - 11:30am to 12:00pm I
New Year's Eve I
Saturday, December 31 |

Vigil for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Mass Time: 4pm (reception to follow) .
St. Stephen Church - Mass Time: 5:00pm |

New Year’s Day |
Sunday, January 1

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Mass Times: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am & 4pm I

St. Stephen Church - Mass Time: 9:30am

Livestreaming of Masses
Visit our website at ctkph.org for direct links to |
Facebook or YouTube



You are cordialily invited to

Monday, December 12, 2022
B:00pMm to T:30pm
CTK School Courtyard

SHOPPING

HOLIDAY CHEER
TREATS
TREE LIGHTING

Vandors include:
Grey & Elle Jewedry

o0 E‘ﬂ::qa Vi Dasigns

.i{\“'r‘ 5.‘,,41.11""":" yot Silver & Socred

ofv® pod® n,,aiﬂ“ Amore Sweels
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PROCEEDS FROM ALL SALES GO TO CTH SCHOOL

St. Viucent Pe Paul

H nhﬁ Annunal Holiday
ﬁ Ein}l‘;é 3 Food Collection

To support St. Vincent de Paul,

please bring bags of groceries!

Below are the requested items.
Please only bring groceries from the list.

Normal Sizes only
No giant sizes, no glass

Any kind of canned vegetables
Any kind of canned beans
Pasta, rice, dried beans
Canned fruit, tuna, soups,
Tomato sauce,

Peanut butter and cereal

**We also are in need of grocery bags**

Drop off bags in front of the
church through

|
|
. |
Friday, December 16. |
| Thankyou for your generosity! |

|
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

Communion in Care Facilities

Currently, CTK is getting a number of requests for ministers
to tend to care facilities. What has been working well is
that the Catholic residents are brought together in one
room on a Sunday morning. There they watch the Mass
being live streamed. Our ministers would simply be pre-
sent for the online Mass and at Communion time - they
would distribute the Eucharist.

Communion to the Homebound

Frequently we receive requests that Communion be
brought to people who are homebound and cannot come
to church. This would entail setting up a day and time that
works for the person as well as for our CTK minister. It
could be a weekly visit or whatever the two parties ar-
range. Basically, it is a short visit and a time of prayer and
reception of Communion.

If you feel called to minister in this way ~ which is currently
a great need ~ please contact Sr. Dominic Marie at 925-246
-1122 or sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com

ICF Christmas Party
December 11, 1pm/CTK’s Parish Hall

All parishioners are invited to a
! Christmas Celebration with members

of our Christ the King Italian Catholic

Federation Branch 442. We will share
appetizers and desserts. ICF will provide beer, wine, soda
and water. Except for the initiation of our new members,
we will not have a business meeting but just a fun time
together! If you want to participate in our "white ele-
phant gift exchange," bring an unused, wrapped gift that
you may not want but that someone else will! We will
sing Christmas songs and carols too! Join us for a festive
afternoon at the CTK parish hall. RSVP to Diana Mackin-
son, dijoed@comcast.net or 925-519-4711.

ITALLAN CATHOLI
FEDERATION

Upcoming Second Collections

Dec. 10/11 - Retirement for Religious
Dec. 17/18 - Christmas Flowers
Dec. 24/25 - Christmas
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“The desert and the parched land will exult;
= |\ the steppe will rejoice and bloom.
; ti'-htf}-' willkbloom with abundant flowers,

and rejoice with joyful song.

ISATAH 315:1-2

GOOD NEWS

Good news is good news is | . . Today's messages from Isaiah (prophetic ancestor o
LJohn the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth) and James (spiritual offspring of John a
Jesus) both have messages that resonate across the five centuries that separat
fhem: hope in the coming power and presence of God. Isaiah was attempting t
comfort and encourage the people of Israal in geographic and spiritual exile. Thei
exile will end, Isaiah says, with God's presenca shown forth through spectacular oc-
currencas in nature. James likewise has a community in need of encouragement and
hope, since they despair over the delayed parousia, the final coming of God in glory,
Ln the meantime, James urges patient endurance. Until Jesus returns, they ought]
0 persist without complaint, with the lives of the prophets as their guide. Then wil
coma the time of sight, and healing, and life and . . . Good News for the poor!

PATIENCE . . . NOW!

A friend walked me through his newly planted garden to help me see how it would
ook in spring. He finally stopped and said, *You can't picture any of this, can you?" |
couldn't until | saw it in full bloom the following springtime. Then | could understand

why he planted the seeds where he had. Then | saw the beauty and bounty that hisj
lanting represented. “Tell John what you hear and see,” Jesus says to John's disci-
les. The signs of the Messiah proclaimed by the prophets are beginning to bloom.
k and see! Hear the singing of those once mute and the rejoicing of the crowds]

0 witnass these works. The beauty and the bounty of our generous God are al

rosnicd,

JUST IMAGINE

lamas wrote to a community experiencing hardship, like the exiled Israelites in to-
clay’s first reading. Isaiah and James exhort people to trust that they will see God's
prasence in their midst once again, so be patient. That's easier said than done, isn']
t7 Saint Francis de Sales says to be patient with everyone, and most of all with
ourselves. Patience means accepting suffering and delay without becoming angry
or upset. Easier said than done. Praying for this virtue each day, sometimes often
hroughout the day, does help. Breathe in the Spirit of God and say, “Give me pa-
ience, Lord.” Then exhale anger, upset, and impatience. Staring at a garden won't]
makea a shoot spring up any faster; however, giving thanks for the seed, the water,
he soil, and the Giver of all life can deap-
n our trust that the garden will grow. So TODAY'S READINGS
patient. Rejoice always. See and be
he signs of God's beauty and bounty in Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
ur world today, Psalm 146:6=7, 8=9, 9=10
James 5:7=10
Matthew 11:2-11




MOULDING PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY OF PLEASANT HILL

MASTERS

catholicmaich’

FAMILY OWNED FOR 21 YEARS Amybeth Harmon, D.D.S.
MA;;;_%SS@’;;; ER Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

California

1070 Detroit Ave., C d, CA o . .
170 Detroi CO\S/TeCO‘ngEc;rDAYS b} First checkup at first birthday
WE SELL: . .
Crown Moulding - Base Boards ‘a Phk'ds"e“"s"”m

psm00r &Window Casing - Mantels | 2710 Pleasant Hill Road, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 (925) 947-1188

CatholicMatch.com/myCA

J-.] THE MAHER LAW GROUP PLEASANT HILL COLLISION

VINA(PZRCEEI:I'CI)'NAFL{C.O;\P/CI)RAMISINER (925) 939-1160 * 939-1280 Fax

ATTORNEY AT LAW
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST

ee =" All Insurance Claims Welcome
www.themaherlawgroup.com ROBERT TURCIOS Jr., O.D. HH * Autobody * Refinishing * Frame ¢ Glass

Tel: (925) 489-1500 | vince@vincemaherlaw.com PARISHIONER | .
| 1581 Oak Park Blvd., Pleasant Hill

. hensi [ K
724 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533 co"['i\r:.KEEZLV:uf.y:ﬁi’;ams X
Fashion Eyewear Boutique
Contact Lenses
(925) 676-8365

- advancedoptometry.net
- 395 Civic Drive, Suite G,

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Advanced Eyecare Optometry

Protecting Seniors

A P )
NaOtionwiae

Medical Alert System h -
$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly et this )
One Free Month weekly bulletin

No Long-Term Contract

Price Guarantee de" ver ed by

Easy Self Installation email - for FREE!
Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 .
— Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!_
vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! @ - i [
o

v'Police v'Fire  FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as '
v'Friends/Family FReE Activation $ 1 9 95 ﬂ == .
NO Long Term Contracts e amonth = =l

This Button SAVES Lives! s e e

" h ), i d!
cALLNoW! 800.809.3352 cps tracking wiFall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed Y Ad
-# MDMedAlert EASY Set-up, NO Contract our
- Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA . c o R

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Life

Matters®™ . "ETR TSI

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES - MANY COMPANIES
2637 Pleasant Hill Rd. * Pleasant Hill « 945-6161

=g Denia Aggetta Shields, Parishioner
519944 Christ the King Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051




M Heating & Air Conditioning OUIMET BROS. 0 CONCORD FUNERAL CHAPEL

Diablo Val ll-:‘-r" @ \ C OMP ARE FD1006 Korvarig Conbord Gnid

the surrounding area since 1958
Cremation From $1495 R e .
& Burial From$?795 uun.'r OWMED AND CPERATED BINGE 1943 Cremation and

925-998-0303 Sales & . Burial Services
www.DVCFS.com Ll (925) 686-1366 4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521
Concord e Antioch * Pinole Murk Fraschier, Parishioner » Contractor’s License #22028%9 | 925.682-4242 « www.ouimetbrothers.com.

The Most Complete

Pleasant Hill Villa
Home Care FINDaPARISH.com | U CR AR

Directory of

Pleasant & Comfortable Home
Atmosphere for the Elderly Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes

We are Affordable, Flexible and Negotiable = =
Personalized & Family Oriented JENNIFER MARTIN, D.D.S. = Oak Park Hills C h‘ﬂpel
N?n—Mez.jlcaIA.sswtance Services e gt S . L s g ,. ; Fursarais and Cremalions
Various Services Available ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS Bl
Choose from our 3 locations | Paik
3021 Putnam Blvd. Please Call For Complimentary : s
EleasanthiliCRo8 24 "qE Y NEW Patient Examination KEN SMITH ROOF]NG
All Your Roofing Needs

fga;lsl)lsgzggghr‘ ‘-"’r (925) 676'8485 Aot g New Roofs * Re-Roofs * Repairs

sk fo Glecy & . . . 20 Years Experience _ ¥
Ju_um w4 ﬂ“- 401 Gregory Lane, Ste 126 drjennifermartin.com NG 925-788-0262

% StateFarm

Christine
=% _+'| OUR EMPHASIS IS ON CARING AND PERSONALIZED SERVICE. Sampsnn
Investment Management ® Financial Planning * Retirement Planning 925.685.9752

Portfolio Reviews * Retirement Income Strategies * Long-Term Care

Frank X. Aceves, Jr., CFP°®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ | President | Wealth Advisor | LPL Registered Representative
Parishioner since 1996
B 925.357.8320 Ext. 103 www.oakwm.net

1 Frank X. Aceves, Jr. is a Registered Representative with, and offers securities through, LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advice offered through Strategic Wealth Advisors Group, A Registered Investment Advisor. Oak Wealth
Management, LLC and Strategic Wealth Advisors Group are separate entities from LPL Financial.

1920 Oak Park Blvd.
HOME e LIFE  AUTO  BANK

—

T

Sunwise is seeking volunteers for

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

the following studies:
92 5 2 2 8 5 242 2 of the Sea of the United States of America
£Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

* Adolescent Migraine (A WEALTIL RASACTRTAT
www.erniesplumbingandsewer.com & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

* Alzheimer’s with Agitation &
?‘ g-maz
& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Now enrolling for an Eczema Study
& Depression Study
S|nce 1965 Lic# 802333 www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Volunteers will be compensated for their time.
If you are interested call or visit our website!
925-298-5147 www.sunclin.com
911 Moraga Rd. Suite 201, Lafayette, CA 94549

Judy Mullen Olvera
m Realtor, Windermere Diablo Realty
£ | BRE Lic. #01332121 (925) 323-3628
y
rl‘( - Top Performer, Trusted Partner and 20 Years Experience
ONEDPARISH N |- I " start planning today | RKL BUILDERS Building Relationships
Grow in your faith, ! e » Cemetery » Family Estates RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner
Jggngchfaifh(]ygir : { ,Il,.;_.p,,,,.,:fl-_:,-.:f « Cremations * Funerals Kitchens, Baths, Additions,
- - P New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim
Catholic Community Call (925) 935-3311 to schedule a PARK TOUR! ’ ’ ’
wifh OneParish! Mention this ad and receive a Promotional Discount! RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
% | == =N Flexible Financing Terms available! Cell 510-453-6547 Phone/Fax 925-685-2031
Download Our Free App or Visit = Hablamos Espanol = We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too
2099 Reliez Valley Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549 RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! e Lic# 1012424

https://www.oneparish.com

Linda Bachini

REALTOR L
DRE # 02098856 4 wiu

925-335-3198
200 Pringle Ave., Ste. 100., Walnut Creek, CA 94596

rascanl Orive | Flacient Bell, O 949 [F25) BT-A10E

B ] -Il'. b ._:-._' ], . “

B JACK'S

MARK ROLANDELLI
CONSTRUCTION
New Homes e Kitchens e Baths ¢ Additions
Home Improvements e Repairs ¢ Remodeling

Ins. Work Lic. #507081 (925) 935-3100 T bt

ILOYEJACKS. COM

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

519944 Christ the King Church (A) www.jspaluch.com





