
Christ the King and St. Stephen Parishes        
 

 
Daily Mass Monday-Saturday 

9am (Also Livestreamed) 
 

Thursday  
5:40pm Rosary, 6pm Mass 

(Also Livestreamed) 
 
 

Every First Friday 
5pm to 6pm ExposiƟon 

6pm  Mass 
 

 

Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday 
4pm Vigil  

( Also Livestreamed) 
 
 

Sunday 
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm 
(10:30am – Also Livestreamed) 

. 

 

Private Confessions 
Saturday 3pm  to 3:30pm 

In the church 
 
 

Drive-Thru Communion 
11:30am to 12 noon 

In front of the church 
 

Livestream Links 

Can be found at ctkph.org 

Christ the King Church 
195A Brandon Road 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
925-682-2486 

ctkph.org 

St. Stephen Church 
1101 Keaveny Court 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597  
925-274-1341 

saintstephenparish.org 

 “TO HEAR THE GOSPEL AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE.” 

St. Stephen Mass Times 
Saturday: 5:00pm  
Sunday: 9:30am 



 
 

My favorite Advent tradition from childhood was opening the door each day on the advent cal-
endar that my mother would get for our family.   Each day, when it was my turn, I would find 
a small treat behind the door for that day and got excited about what surprise would be revealed next. 
 

I realized as I grew that the advent calendar was more than just a fun way to countdown to Christ-
mas.    It was a way for me to experience the anticipation and longing for Christmas day.  While in 
my mind it was all about Santa Claus and the gifts I would get, my mom made sure I understood that 
this was about getting ready to celebrate the birth of Christ.    

Eventually I connected with the message that Advent is a time of spiritual preparation, anticipation and reflection.  It reminds 
us of the joyful longing of God’s people awaiting the coming of the Messiah.   My mother died earlier this year at the age of 
96 and as I reflect on Advent, I wish that I had told her how much those Advent calendars meant to me.   
 

As we move into the Advent season and the end of the year, we are thankful for all the good God has brought to our parish 
and for your continuing generosity in donating your time, talents and treasures.  Your donations to St. Vincent de Paul contin-
ue to make a difference in the lives of those in our community who are most in need of our help. 
 

From a financial standpoint Christ the King and St. Stephen parishes continue to do well.   Income from plate collections is 
steady and we have kept expenses under tight control.   Assuming that Christmas donations are consistent with past years, we 
anticipate ending 2022 with a budget surplus.   Christmas collections are usually about 20 percent of our annual total, and we 
count on your generosity with Christmas donations to make our budget each year.   
 

We have started to prepare our 2023 budget and, as usual, we are challenged to create a realistic balanced budget.  This has 
been getting harder due to increasing expenses while income remains flat.   All expenses are seeing increases including, our 
largest expense, staff salaries.   
 

We are grateful to our parish staff who work very hard to keep things running smoothly.    To make sure they are not losing 
ground to inflation the Diocese of Oakland has authorized a 6 percent cost of living adjustment to salaries for 2023.    

What worries me is that our regular plate collections have remained flat for the last several years.  With flat income and in-
flating expenses we face significant pressure on our ability to cover our costs.   We will, of course, make the adjustments 
needed to stay within our income but it is harder than usual this year.  
 
 

Please Consider Increasing Your Regular Donation 
We know that inflation is impacting you as well.   If you have been donating the same amount and have not revisited your 
contribution in a while, I am praying that you will look at your budget and, if you can, find a way to increase your regular 
donation.   Any increase would be a big help to our parishes.  Of course we recognize the financial pressure many of you are 
under and know that this may not be possible. 
 

Fortunately, with the completion of our paving project, we are done with all the major capital investments that we identified 
in our long-range plan 10 years ago.   It will be a few years before we need to make any major capital investments.    
 

Donating to CTK and St. Stephen is easy.  We provide a way to give online through our Realm system which is a secure and 
convenient way to donate.   Many parishioners have also set up automated donations through their banks.   As always, the 
basket will continue to be passed around on Sundays.  Your generosity in giving to our church is most appreciated. 
 

As we get close to the end of the year, we also remind you that we have services to handle securities (e.g. stocks, bonds) and 
vehicle donations.  And if you are over 72 and need to process an IRS required minimum distribution (RMD) from your IRA, 
we are grateful to help. 
 
Realm System 
In January we successfully upgraded our system for managing parish records to Realm.  So far around 700 of our parishioners 
have created accounts and are able to view and update their records directly.   The system also allows you to see and print 
your donation record even if you donate by check or give cash via an envelope.  We also update Realm weekly with your giv-
ing record from our old Vanco system, so you only need to go to Realm to see all your contributions. 
 

If you do not yet have a Realm account, go to this link https://onrealm.org/ctkph to request an account.   
The Realm online giving option is integrated and easier to use than our old Vanco system.  At some point we will phase out 
the older Vanco system and ask that, if you haven’t already, please take some time now to shift your online giving to Realm.  
Call our parish office if you want some help in setting up online giving or making the transition to Realm. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you can also reach out to any of our Finance Council members.   
On behalf of your Finance Council, we wish you and your family a meaningful Advent season that provides the spiritual 
preparation you desire as we celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus.   
 
We are truly thankful for your support and generosity during this past year! 
 
Greg Thornbury 
Chairman, CTK / St. Stephen Finance Council 

Dear Parishioners: 



  

St. Stephen Church - Mass Times 
Monday  -  Friday - 8am 

Saturday - 5pm  and  Sunday - 9:30am   
 

Dec. 3 Sat. 5:00pm Ted Aldrich †  

Dec. 4 Sun. 9:30am Jim Vranesh †  

Dec. 10 Sat. 5:00pm Saint Stephen Parishioners   

Dec. 11 Sun. 9:30am Virgil Bolin †  

Dec. 6 Tues. 8:00am The Spann Family, 
(Healing) 

Dec. 8 Thur. 8:00am Dianna Jones, 
(Healing)  

Dec. 8 Thur. 6:00pm John Patrick Connolly †  

Remember to stop by our Advent Giving Tree and pick 
up a giŌ tag for a layeƩe item supporƟng the Hillcrest 
CongregaƟon LayeƩe Program.  These are to be re-
turned by December 23rd.   You can wrap them in sim-
ple white Ɵssue paper and place them under the tree. 
 
December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
cepƟon.  Besides our 8:00 am morning Mass, we will 
have Mass at 6:00 pm. 
 
The December 10-11 2nd CollecƟon will benefit the 
Religious ReƟrement Fund.  Many elder religious 
worked for years for small sƟpends, leaving a 
large gap in reƟrement savings.  This collecƟon will help 
to underwrite reƟrement and health-care expenses for 
senior religious.  Envelopes will be available on the 
counters in the back of the church.  Please be gener-
ous. 
 
For those of you that use donaƟon envelopes, your 
boxes of 2023 envelopes are available for you to pick 
up from the back of the church. 
 
Remember to pick up your picture from our Memorial 
Table; aŌer this weekend ask an usher for help as they 
will be moved to the Usher's Closet. 

 

Office hours - Monday & Wednesday 11am-2pm  
 

SS UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS 

ST. STEPHEN CORNER 
“To Live and to Love in Christ” 

 

CTK UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS 

Dec. 5 Mon. 9am Leona Mendoza †  
 

Dec. 6 Tues. 9am Queyen Nguyen †  

Dec. 7 Wed. 9am 
 

Christian Anicoche † 
 

Dec. 8 Thurs. 9am 
 

Amalraj Augustine †  
Eugene Mangini †  
 

Dec. 9 Fri. 9am 

 

Michael Clennell  
Gerald McGee †  

Dec. 10 & 
Dec. 11 

Week-
end 

All-
Masses 

Jack Cardoza †  
Mariano Cauilan † 
Jeff Brogan † 
Alfredo Carreon † 
Chiqui Ruiz De Luzuriaga 
Leo Dominiquz 
Kay Tagle (birthday blessings) 
Jose M. Lozano  
(birthday blessings) 
 

Dec. 10 Sat. 9am Dell Rulow † 

ST. STEPHEN NEWS 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

The second candle, also purple, represents faith. It is called 
the “Bethlehem Candle” as a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s 
journey to Bethlehem.  



SIMBANG GABI -- The Filipi-
no Society of Christ the King 
cordially invites you to join 
in the celebraƟon of 
"Simbang Gabi", a nine-day 
novena in preparaƟon for 
the birth of Jesus, at Christ 

the King Church from December 15th to the 23rd.   
Mass begins at 6:00 p.m. every night.  Mass on Thursday 
Dec. 15, will be held in the parish hall.  A celebraƟon of 
graƟtude will be held aŌer the last mass on the 23rd in 
the parish hall.  For those who are unable to aƩend, 
each of the masses will be livestreamed. For addiƟonal 
informaƟon, please contact Maritess Baula (925-899-
9078) or Imelda Santos (925-623-7340).  

St. Vincent De Paul  
Annual Holiday  
Food Collection 

 

To support St. Vincent de Paul,  

please bring bags of groceries!  

Below are the requested items.  

Please only bring groceries from the list. 

Normal Sizes only  

No giant sizes, no glass 
 

Any kind of canned vegetables 
Any kind of canned beans 

Pasta, rice, dried beans 
Canned fruit, tuna, soups,  

Tomato sauce,  
Peanut buƩer and cereal 

 

 **We also are in need of grocery bags** 

Drop off bags in front of the 
church through  

Friday, December 16. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

You are invited to attend our   
Advent Reconciliation Service  

 

Saturday, December 17 at 3pm or  
Monday, December 19 at 7:15pm 

 
Come and experience the healing power of the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation as we prepare our  

hearts for Christmas. 
  

Celebrate with us! 
The Solemnity of the                                                    

Immaculate Conception 

Thursday, December 8 
Mass times: 

7am, 9am, 12:05pm & 7pm 

St. Stephen Church - 8am & 6pm 

 

The Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Sunday, December 11 
Mass Time: 4pm (bilingual) 

 

Do you have a car, truck, RV or boat  
you would like to donate  

before the end of the year? 
 

Christ the King and Car DonaƟon Ser-
vices, located in MarƟnez have teamed up to provide 
an easy way to donate a vehicle (running or not). Pro-
ceeds from all vehicle donaƟons will go to CTK.  It will 
be a tax donaƟon to you! Call 888-686-4483 or visit 
their website at: www.cardonaƟonservices.com to 
start the easy process. CDS takes care of all aspects of 
your car donaƟon, allowing you peace of mind that the 
transacƟon will be completed efficiently and properly. 



 
Knights of Columbus 

Tuesday, Dec. 6  - 6pm to 9pm 
Parish Hall - Rooms A/B 

 
The CTK Council of the Knights of 
Columbus will be holding a council 
meeƟng on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 6 from 6-9pm in the Parish Hall (Room A/B), and it 
will be our annual holiday celebraƟon. The event is open 
to all brother Knights and their families, along with any 
potenƟal Knights that members of the council would like 
to invite.   Please plan to join us for an evening of cama-
raderie and celebraƟon of the holiday season!  Kindly 
RSVP to Steve Zalewski (zalewski.steve@gmail.com) so 
we can get an approximate headcount for planning pur-
poses. 

Merry Christmas  
from CTK Cub Scout Pack 401! 

 
Our Cub Scouts will be selling  

Christmas Wreaths for our  
annual fundraiser aŌer  

Masses today  - This weekend Dec. 3/4. 
 

The cost is $30 for a 22" Wreath.  Please stop by and pick 
out a wreath from your CTK Cub Scouts!   

Merry Christmas!! 

ICF Christmas Party 
December 11, 1pm/CTK’s Parish Hall 

 
All parishioners are invited to a Christ-
mas CelebraƟon with members of our 
Christ the King Italian Catholic Federa-
Ɵon Branch 442. We will share appe-

Ɵzers and desserts. ICF will provide beer, wine, soda and 
water. Except for the iniƟaƟon of our new members, we 
will not have a business meeƟng but just a fun Ɵme to-
gether! If you want to parƟcipate in our "white elephant 
giŌ exchange," bring an unused, wrapped giŌ that you 
may not want but that someone else will! We will sing 
Christmas songs and carols too! Join us for a fesƟve aŌer-
noon at the CTK parish hall. RSVP to Diana Mackinson, 
dijoed@comcast.net or 925-519-4711. 

Bringing up Bread and Wine  
during Mass: 

As you enter the church you will see 
we now have a binder which is la-
beled BOOK OF INTENTIONS: for the 
living and deceased.  We invite you to 
write in it the names of your loved 
ones or your special intenƟons.  
Also beginning on the First Sunday of 

Advent we returned to the tradiƟon of bringing bread and 
wine to the altar.  There is a FISH on the table - next to the 
bread and wine.  If you and your spouse/family wish to 
bring up the offertory giŌs – just take the fish with you to 
your seat.  Then the ushers know a family is as-
signed.  When the ushers begin to take up the collecƟon, 
you can go and stand at the table and be ready to bring up 
the giŌs when the priest stands at the top of the 
steps.  Leave the fish on the table and bring up the BREAD, 
WINE and the BINDER.    
 

The offering of bread and wine by the priest reminds us 
to place our own hearts on the altar to be transformed. 
While this acƟon may seem to be an intermission, it is a 
liturgical acƟon with a long history and deep symbolism. 
Saint AugusƟne called this an “admirable exchange” – for 
the giŌs we offer to God, God gives back to us:  Jesus!  Saint 
AugusƟne said:  “Lord, receive our giŌs in this wonderful 
exchange: from all you have given us, we bring you these 
giŌs, and in return, you give us yourself.” 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Before the pandemic we had a wonderful group of minis-
ters who reached out weekly to homebound Catholics and 
those in care faciliƟes.  With the pandemic, this could not 
conƟnue for obvious reasons.   
Communion in Care FaciliƟes 
Currently, CTK is geƫng a number of requests for ministers 
to tend to care faciliƟes.  What has been working well is 
that the Catholic residents are brought together in one 
room on a Sunday morning.  There they watch the Mass 
being live streamed.  Our ministers would simply be pre-
sent for the online Mass and at Communion Ɵme - they 
would distribute the Eucharist. 
Communion to the Homebound 
Frequently we receive requests that Communion be 
brought to people who are homebound and cannot come 
to church.  This would entail seƫng up a day and Ɵme that 
works for the person as well as for our CTK minister.  It 
could be a weekly visit or whatever the two parƟes ar-
range.  Basically, it is a short visit and a Ɵme of prayer and 
recepƟon of Communion. 
If you feel called to minister in this way ~ which is currently 
a great need ~ please contact Sr. Dominic Marie at 925-246
-1122 or sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com 

Upcoming Second CollecƟons 
 

Dec. 3/4 - Catholic EducaƟon 
Dec. 10/11 -  ReƟrement for Religious  

Dec. 17/18 - Christmas Flowers 
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L O U  A G G E T T A  I N S U R A N C E
AUTO • HOMEOWNERS • LIFE• BUSINESS • HEALTH • LONG TERM CARE
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES • MANY COMPANIES

 2637 Pleasant Hill Rd.  •   Pleasant Hill  •  945-6161
Denia Aggetta Shields, Parishioner

Advanced Eyecare Optometry
ROBERT TURCIOS Jr., O.D.

PARISHIONER
Comprehensive Eye Exams

LASIK Consultation
Fashion Eyewear Boutique

Contact Lenses

(925) 676-8365
advancedoptometry.net
395 Civic Drive, Suite G,
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

PLEASANT HILL COLLISION
(925) 939-1160 • 939-1280 FAX

All Insurance Claims Welcome
• Autobody • Refinishing • Frame • Glass

1581 Oak Park Blvd., Pleasant Hill

MOULDING 
MASTERS

 FAMILY OWNED FOR 21 YEARS

MARK BENDA, USHER
925-689-7322

1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS

WE SELL:
Crown Moulding • Base Boards

Door & Window Casing • Mantels
Assorted Trim • Chair Rail • Pre-Primed

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY OF PLEASANT HILL
Amybeth Harmon, D.D.S.

Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

First checkup at first birthday

phkidsdentist.com

2710 Pleasant Hill Road, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523      (925) 947-1188

F

THE MAHER LAW GROUP
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

VINCENT R. MAHER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST
www.themaherlawgroup.com

Tel: (925) 489-1500 | vince@vincemaherlaw.com
724 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW!800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805
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            FD1006 Serving Concord and 
the surrounding area since 1958 

Cremation and
Burial Services

4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521
925-682-4242 • www.ouimetbrothers.com

(925) 686-1366

925-228-5242
www.erniesplumbingandsewer.com

Lic# 802333Since 1965
Plumbing      Trenchless Sewer Replacement

Drain Maintenance & Septic Service      Water Heaters

JENNIFER MARTIN, D.D.S.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Please Call For Complimentary
NEW Patient Examination

(925) 676-8485
401 Gregory Lane, Ste 126 drjennifermartin.com

You never know who
you’re going to run into.

Christine
Sampson

925.685.9752
1920 Oak Park Blvd.

HOME • LIFE • AUTO • BANK

MARK ROLANDELLI
CONSTRUCTION

New Homes • Kitchens • Baths • Additions 

Home Improvements • Repairs • Remodeling

 Ins. Work   Lic. #507081  (925) 935-3100

RKL BUILDERS Building Relationships
RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner

Kitchens, Baths, Additions, 
New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

 Cell 510-453-6547 Phone/Fax 925-685-2031

We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too

RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! • Lic# 1012424

925-998-0303
www.DVCFS.com
Concord • Antioch • Pinole

Cremation From $1495
& Burial From $1795

OUR EMPHASIS IS ON CARING AND PERSONALIZED SERVICE.
Investment Management • Financial Planning • Retirement Planning
Portfolio Reviews • Retirement Income Strategies • Long-Term Care

Frank X. Aceves, Jr., CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ | President | Wealth Advisor | LPL Registered Representative

Parishioner since 1996
925.357.8320 Ext. 103    www.oakwm.net

Frank X. Aceves, Jr. is a Registered Representative with, and offers securities through, LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.
 Investment advice offered through Strategic Wealth Advisors Group, A Registered Investment Advisor. Oak Wealth 

Management, LLC and Strategic Wealth Advisors Group are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Judy Mullen Olvera
Realtor, Windermere Diablo Realty

BRE Lic. #01332121   (925) 323-3628

Top Performer, Trusted Partner and 20 Years Experience

Sunwise is seeking volunteers for 
the following studies: 
• Adolescent Migraine 

• Alzheimer’s with Agitation & 
Now enrolling for an Eczema Study 

& Depression Study
Volunteers will be compensated for their time.

If you are interested call or visit our website!

925-298-5147 www.sunclin.com
911 Moraga Rd. Suite 201, Lafayette, CA 94549

Pleasant Hill Villa
Home Care

Pleasant  & Comfortable Home
Atmosphere for the Elderly

We are Affordable, Flexible and Negotiable
Personalized & Family Oriented 

Non-Medical Assistance Services
Various Services Available
Choose from our 3 locations
3021 Putnam Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Call us now at 
(925) 949-8959
Ask for Glecy
Fac. Lic#079200569

KEN SMITH ROOFING
All Your Roofing Needs

New Roofs • Re-Roofs • Repairs
20 Years Experience
Lic #645964 • Bonded

925-788-0262

Start planning today
• Cemetery • Family Estates

• Cremations • Funerals

Call (925) 935-3311 to schedule a PARK TOUR!
Mention this ad and receive a Promotional Discount!

Flexible Financing Terms available!
= Hablamos Espanol =

2099 Reliez Valley Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549

COA #673   FD #875

Linda Bachini
REALTOR
DRE # 02098856

925-335-3198

lbachini.realtyone@gmail.com
200 Pringle Ave., Ste. 100., Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
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90
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0)

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com
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