Christ the King and St. Stephen Parishes

(925) 682-2486  ctkph.org
(925) 274-1341 samntstephenparish.org

As high as the heavens
are above the earth,
so high are my ways
above your ways

and my thoughts
above your thoughts.

ISAIAH 55:9
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ORDINARY TIME
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SS UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS

Sept. 19 5 pm Joselito Asuncion F

Sept. 20 9:30 am Nick & Pasqualina Mammola F
Sept. 21 9 am Frank Norris

Sept. 24 9 am Madeline Gomes ¥

All CTK Masses streamed live with videos
available to watch later
Masses: Drive-in / lawn: schedule inside

Religious Education: (925) 686-1017
Youth Ministry: (925) 676-0979
CTK School: (925) 685-1109

CTK UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS

Sept. 14 Antonietta Merlotti

Sept. 15 Ardith Kroner

Sept. 16 John & Kathy Mullane ¥

Sept. 17 Karen O’Keefe

Sept. 18 Florencia Florentino, RN
Eduardo Del Corto & Wife
Gustalo Rodriguez & Family

Saturday, September 19

9am James Spurs F

5 pm Carondelet High School
Sunday, September 20
7 am Joseph Piermattei ¥
8 am Lina & Damiano Serafini
9:15am  Cecilia Nguyen F
10:45 am Crisologo & Neme Navarro ¥
12:15 pm CTK & SS Parishioners

*CTK Parish Office is open
Mon-Fri~ 9 am to 1 pm*




Tom Peters, a management Guru wrote a series of books on leadership and one of his first was The
Tom Peters Seminar: Crazy Times Call for Crazy Organizations. He writes his theses in these b
words: “And if times are crazy, well, then, what makes sense than crazy organizations? But if you :
grant me that premise, then you have to conclude that our principal organizational problem today is
the lack of craziness. In short, we are trying to use sane organizations to cope with an insane busi-
ness world”. I have always kept these words close to my heart.

(52

It is so hard to navigate through these unpredictable times, and I want to thank you for your understanding
and patience. Last weekend is a great example of how topsy-turvy times can be. I was looking forward to the
weekend of masses, music on the Lawn, celebrating jubilees of the sisters and an Inter-Faith music liturgy on Sun-
day evening after confirmations. And we had to cancel all of them and opt instead for the safety and good health of
all of us.

An important asset during this turbulent time is managing our human imagination to bring relevance to our faith,
imagination as a bridge to the sacred. Samuel Coleridge described the creative imagination as, among other things,
the threshold between self and not-self, between mind and matter. It is therefore the source of wholeness in the spir-
itual life. St. Ignatius teaches us that our imagination can actually help us pray when we purposefully engage our
senses. No matter where you are, use the God given gift of imagination to discover the glory of God in His sanctu-
ary, which is the beautiful world around us. Jesus taught and prayed sometimes the entire night on the hills. Let us
not bemoan what we are missing, but be delighted in what we are discovering each day, using our imagination to
reach God.

Catholic church has rarely embraced the concept of human imagination in its life and worship, as we are very much
defined by our traditions of 2000 years. In his book, The Circle of Innovation, Tom Peters has attention-grabbing
chapter titles that remind us of how we should deal with our times: “We are all Michelangelo's,” and “You can’t live
life without an eraser.”

In this time of chaos and rapid change, church leaders are feeling lost, and are trying to bring back the normal, that I
believe is probably 2 years away. This week, Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect general for Divine worship and the
Sacraments sent a letter to the presidents of bishops’ conferences worldwide stating, "As soon as circumstances per-
mit, however, it is necessary and urgent to return to the normality of Christian life, which has the church building as
its home and the celebration of the liturgy, especially the Eucharist." I can feel a sense of urgency in his tone, and
nostalgia to return to what was normal.

The Archbishop of San Francisco has called Catholics to participate in Eucharistic processions across the city on
Sept. 20, and to attend socially distant Masses outside city hall - in part to protest the city’s revised limits on public
worship. Cordileone said the archdiocese has ordered 100 banners in English, 15 in Spanish, and 5 in Chinese that
read: “We Are Essential: Free the Mass!” I hope and pray that San Francisco Catholics can find a way to worship
God and celebrate sacraments in a way that is safe and reverent. And I pray for that gift for each one of us. I know
God is in control and I am not afraid.

“Think about it: The coronavirus may be the biggest religion story of our lifetime. It raises metaphysical questions:
Why is this happening? How did it happen? What does it mean? The virus has steered many people of faith to pray-
er. The virus also confronts us with moral decisions every time we walk out of the house: Do I wear a mask? Should
I go to the supermarket? How can I help my neighbor and not endanger myself?”

There are great examples in history that would help us in these topsy-turvy times. The church historian Eusebius
describes a fourth century epidemic that swept through the Roman Empire. Far from fleeing the cities or shutting off
their homes from others, Eusebius records that all day long Christians tended to the dying and to the burial, count-
less numbers with no one to care for them. Others gathered together from all parts of the city a multitude of those
withered from famine and distributed bread to them all. As a result, Eusebius concludes, “[the Christians’] deeds
were on everyone's lips, and they glorified the God of the Christians.”

This is our moment. Let’s show who we really are, as Christians in our day. I believe serving and loving others as
Christ himself has served us through his death and resurrection is central to our faith — even when it involves per-
sonal risk and cost.

Fr. Paulson



WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF MASSES

CTK: Monday - Saturday:
9 am Mass ~ Live streamed from our chapel on facebook/
YouTube
6 pm Thursday Outdoor Mass includes devotion to
Our Mother of Perpetual Help.
Christ The King Weekends

Saturdays ~ 3 pm - 3:30 Private Confessions are available.
Please meet in front of the church.

Saturdays ~ 5 pm Vigil Mass Drive-In/Lawn
Sundays ~ 7:30 am outside on patio in front of church
9 am, 10:30 am and 6 pm drive-in/lawn mass
12:00 noon Spanish drive-in/lawn mass
Note: While communion will be available at all the Outdoor
Masses, we will also offer Drive through Communion from
11:30 - 12pm Sundays in front of the church.

Saint Stephen Weekends
Sunday Mass ~ 9:30 am Outdoor Mass
Communion only - please arrive at the end of mass,
approximately 10:10 am.

A Note From the Staff:

St. Stephen Updates
Still need a Mass Intention for a
deceased loved one? Or possi-
bly for an anniversary or birth-
day blessing - or some other
special occasion? A number of
times are available for the re-
mainder of 2020. Contact the
parish office. The quickest way
to get a response is by emailing
the office at
saintstephenwc@gmail.com,
you can also call and leave a
message at 925-274-1341, or
you can call Chris Lang directly.

In last week’s newsletter Fr. Paulson expressed his appreciation for our parish staff - for our flexibility and continuing
work over the past months. We — as a staff — wish to express our deepest gratitude to Fr. Paulson for his outstanding
leadership in shepherding our parish communities during this most challenging time.

From the beginning of the ‘shelter in place’ to the present day (and continuing) our pastor has put the ‘good of the
people’ as his highest priority. He has made every effort to keep informed by public health officials. He has been
untiring in his efforts to keep us safe, constantly reminding us of the protocols — and at the same time has found new
and creative ways to provide spiritual nourishment for our communities — keeping parish life alive as much as can be
done. Daily liturgies, rosaries and devotions to Mary, celebration of the sacraments, speaker series, support of our
school and our St. Vincent de Paul ministry ... upgrading technology so all can stay connected ... and the list goes on

and on.

The needs of the people come first for Fr. Paulson. We cannot imagine the extent of the pressure and stress it has
been for Fr. Paulson to make so many important decisions — dealing with constant changes from one moment to the
next. He has been selfless in serving the needs of our people and has not counted the cost to himself.

On behalf of Christ the King and St. Stephen Parish communities ~ the parish staff wishes to express our deepest
gratitude to Fr. Paulson for his generous and incredible leadership. We are blessed to have you as our pastor!



Contribution Envelopes
are herell

For those parishioners using con-
tribution envelopes, they are in
our office! Please, please come
by and pick yours up or have
someone pick up for you. Just
giveusacallM-F9amto1 pm
(925-682-2486) and we can have
your boxed set ready at the front
desk. If you know you are attend-
ing one of our outdoor masses,
call us and we can leave your
boxed set of envelopes on the
porch outside our ministry center
office. PLEASE pick up your box!

You can also help us update our
parish registry by updating your
information on our website at
ctkph.org.

'A huge thank you to all our parishioners |

who have continued to support Christ |

|the King and St. Stephen during this:

| Covid-19 pandemic. We very much ap-
I

pre01ate you.

i There are many ways to donate includ- |

-ing text giving. Text giving is fast,
| 'easy and versatile. Give in the moment -
I all in a matter of seconds.

! e FKasy card registration on your phone

le Option to make your gifts recurring

To give, text the dollar amount to

|
i 833-361-4156
|

| You can also scan this QR code on your-

phone to connect with our donation site. !

| Thank you for your continued generosity!

Twenty-fifth Sunday
in
Ordinary Time
September 20, 2020

First Reading:

Isaiah 55:6-9
The prophetic words in
today’s reading were
spoken during the Isra-
elites’ exile in Baby-
lon. Earlier, the proph-
et had proclaimed that
God was looking mer-
cifully upon them and
would soon free them.
In today’s reading, the
prophet points out that
they now have a win-
dow of opportunity and
should take advantage
of God’s willingness to
forgive.

Second Reading:

Philippians 1:20-24,27
For four weeks, our
second reading will be
taken from Paul’s letter
to the Philippians.
When Paul wrote this
letter, he was in prison
for preaching the Gos-
| pel, and he faced the
| possibility of execu-
tion. A person in those
circumstances tends to
think long thoughts
about death, and death
is what Paul is wres-
tling with in today’s
passage.

PARISH STAFF CONTACTS

Fr. Paulson Mundanmani,
682-2486

paulson.ctk@gmail.com

Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP,
246-1122
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com
Joe Silveira, Principal

685-1109

jsilveira@ctkschool.org

Deacon John,

Dir. Faith Formation
faithformation@ctkph.org 686-1017
Phyllis Gurnett, Music Director
pgurnett6@aol.com

Robin Morley, Office Mgr
682-2486

ctk.robin@gmail.com

Helen Christian, Office
682-2486
hchristian326@gmail.com

Kathy Ridgway, Office
682-2486

kridgway02@gmail.com

Nelson Gonzales, Youth Minister
ngonzales@ctkph.org

686-1017

Rosa Panelli, RE Office Staff
Rpanellictkre@gmail.com

CTK Office: office@ctkph.org

ADDITIONAL ST. STEPHEN
CONTACTS

SS Office:
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
Chris Lang, Bulletin Info.

274-1341
Joann Kurpinsky/Nancy Gizdich
Bookkeeperssp@gmail.com
Maria Calderazzo, Music Director
274-1341



YT [T Rl ot i rsetn| KEN SMITH ROOFING
MASTERS ETake your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. All Your Roofing Needs

FAMILY OWNED FOR 21 YEARS & (Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email | New Roofs * Re-Roofs * Repairs

8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com | 20 Years Experience
MA;;;_%S;%’;;; ER www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com| Lic #645964 « Bonded 925-788-0262

1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS
WE SELL:

Crown Moulding - Base Boards
Door & Window Casing - Mantels
Assorted Trim + Chair Rail - Pre-Primed

PLEASANT HILL COLLISION
(925) 939-1160 * 939-1280 Fax
All Insurance Claims Welcome

bleone@McGuire.com

ROBERT TURCIOS Jr., O.D.
Contact Lenses . x g
* Autobody ¢ Refinishing * Frame ¢ Glass
RN Care Management

PARISHIONER
(925) 676-8365
Personal Care « Meal Preparation ¢ Transportation

Advanced Eyecare Optometry
Comprehensive Eye Exams
LASIK Consultation
Fashion Eyewear Boutique
advancedoptometry.net
395 Civic Drive, Suite G, a
Caring and Professional Help Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 1581 Oak Park BIVd., Pleasant Hill
* Companionship
Exercise « Shopping & Errands « Companionship * Personal Care
1 Hour Wellness Check ¢ 1 Hour Bathing Visit
925.933.8181 « www.hillendale.net

« End of Life Care
* Meal Preparation

181 24/7 Care Available - Positive Happy Aging Approach « Homemakin
Hr l;légﬁl|focr)n|ar168;vg;,gzgét\le\/§ ng.:ferezegoz « State License #07470001 Qur Talent is Caring! - Elizabeth & Robert Lobron . Transportatign
fly Ow P ! ! 925.494.1111 » www.nursenextdoor.com Lic.#074700015 « Respite Care

Sandalwood Health Center
DR. BoB SCHAEFER, D.C.
101 Gregory Lane, Ste. 37, Pleasant Hill
FREE Ideal Protein Weight Loss Consultation
(925) 827-9223

Call us for your transportation needs!
\Xheelchair = Gurney
Medical Appointments = Dialysis
Hospital Discharges
Long Distance Transports

Dispatch: (925) 428-2790

Grow in your faith,

find a Mass, and Hours: Mon-Sat 4:00AM-10:00PM
connect with your Mention this ad/parish for a 15% Discount.
z ; Co’rholic Communify
Grow Your Business, Advertise Here. with OneParish! Gil’s C
Your Church & Bulleti & i il's Carpets
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com www.jspaluch.com MY.ONEPARISH.COM Carpet e Linoleum * Hardwood

Vinyl Plank ¢ Laminate

982 Howe Rd. * Martinez 925.685.1818
www.GilsCarpets.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

FINANCIAL STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE.

AMY M. WASSER
Financial Advisor

367 Civic Drive

Suite 8

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
925-798-5297

LOU AGGETTA INSURAN CE [t

AUTO - HOMEOWNERS - LIFE: BUSINESS - HEALTH + LONG TERM CARE

@
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES - MANY COMPANIES
2637 Pleasant Hill Rd. « Pleasant Hill  945-6161 Edwardjones

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Denia Aggetta Shields, Parishioner MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
519944 Christ the King Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051




Cremation From $1295 and Burial From $1695
Concord, CA | Phone: (925) 998-0303

Heating & Air Conditioning

(6}COMPARE

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1963

BE 686-1366

| .
Service

Mark Fraschieri, Parishioner » Contractor’s License #220289

FD1006 Serving Concord and

the surrounding area since 1958

Cremation and

Burial Services
4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521
925-682-4242 « www.ouimetbrother s.com

HULL'S

Walnut Creek Chapel
FD250 « COA538 » CR196
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Crematory On Site

Family Owned & Operated Since 1892
All Facilities are onsite

925-934-5400

1139 Saranap Ave.
Walnut Creek, CA
“Serving the Catholic
Faith Since 1892”

Quality Workmanship « Clean & Courteous

Joe Hennessy, Parishioner
925) 689-3418 Lic. #608348

JENNIFER MARTIN, D.D.S.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
Please Call For Complimentary

WINDOWS

Andersen, Milgard, Marvin
DOORS
LUMBER

www.dolanlumber.com

Pinole (510) 724-8753 990 San Pablo Ave.
Walnut Creek  (925) 927-4662 2450 Camino Diablo
Concord (925) 686-1734 2231 Monument Blvd.

NEW Patient Examination

(925) 676-8485

401 Gregory Lane, Ste 126

drjennifermartin.com

Law Offices of Patricia A. Rowe, Attorney & CPA

» Individual, Business, & Trust Tax Returns = Probate u Trust Accountings
» Trust Litigation » Wills & Trusts  IRS Audits » Incorporations, LLC’s

925-256-1000 = www.PatriciaRowe.com = Pleasant Hill

Christine

Your Local Realtor,
CTK Parishioner & Mom!

Ranked in the Top 4% of
Realtors in the East Bay.
Selling homes since 2002!
Buying or Selling a
House in the Easy Bay?
Call Me & Let’s Chat

925.383.3084

mcox@dudumhomes.com

OUR EMPHASIS IS ON CARING AND PERSONALIZED SERVICE.

Investment Management * Financial Planning * Retirement Planning
Portfolio Reviews ® Retirement Income Strategies * Long-Term Care

Frank X. Aceves, Jr., CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ | President | Wealth Advisor | LPL Registered Representative
Parishioner since 1996

925.357.8320 Ext. 103 www.oakwm.net

Frank X. Aceves, Jr.is a Registered Representative with, and offers securities through, LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advice offered through Strategic Wealth Advisors Group, A Registered Investment Advisor. Oak Wealth
Management, LLC and Strategic Wealth Advisors Group are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Sampson

925.685.9752
1920 Oak Park Blvd.

HOME e LIFE « AUTO * BANK

Molly Marshall Wilson

Architectural Mouldings
Parishioners
Designer Showroom

925-228-5242

www.erniesplumbingandsewer.com

CKD & CBD | Parishioner
CERTIFIED KITCHEN & BATH DESIGNER
www.designsavvy.us
molly@designsawvy.us

925.262.8534

Since 1965 Lic# 802333
P hing © g g swer Renlaceme

Judy Mullen Olvera

5117 Commercial Circle | 1 MG Realtor, Windermere Diablo Realty
Concord BRE Lic. #01332121 (925) 323-3628
(925) 798-7525 Top Performer, Trusted Partner and 20 Years Experience
RKL BUIL DERS suilding Relationships
RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner
Kitchens, Baths, Additions,
New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Cell 510-453-6547 Phone/Fax 925-685-2031
We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too
RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! e Lic# 1012424
MARK ROLANDELLI
CONSTRUCTION EeTORATIVE
New Homes ¢ Kitchens ¢ Baths « Additions
Home Improvements + Repairs * Remodeling COSMETIC
Ins.Work  Lic. #507081 (925) 935-3100 INVISALIGN

Michael E. Huguet pps
& Associates
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
710 Grayson Rd., Pleasant Hill
925.945.6205 - www.pleasanthillsmile.com

Check It Out Today! Catbolic Parishes

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

519944 Christ the King Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051
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