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Note: For your convenience and to broaden your benefit from this and all sessions in this series, 

you will find links to books, authors, and other references mentioned in the text.  

Caution: Links to the internet are like rabbits dashing across a hunter’s path. Instinct says, 

“Leave the reflection and chase after that link!” Instead, we suggest waiting until you have 

followed the entire reflection. Then take all the time you wish to follow these interesting and 

educational links. Exception: In the course of these reflections, you may have an opportunity to 

watch or listen to a relevant song or video.  

 

Opening Prayer 
(edited and abridged for use here) 

 
Prayer for generosity 
 
Lord, teach me to be generous. 
Teach me to serve you as you deserve; 
to give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest, 
to labor and not to ask for reward, 
save that of knowing that I do your will. 
 
By St. Ignatius of Loyola 
Source:  Ateneo de Manila University 
 
Introduction to the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In this weekend’s readings we find God at the extremes of human behavior. A pagan 
king receives praise while super-religious zealots get scolded. What are we to make 
of such a God? 
 

http://catholicbb.org/home/blog/entry/a-reflection-on-the-gospel-for-the-29th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-a-by-fr-isidore-clarke-op
http://ateneo.edu/ateneoishome/article/prayer-generosity-st-ignatius-loyola#:~:text=Lord%2C%20teach%20me%20to%20be,not%20to%20count%20the%20cost%2C&text=From%20my%20college%20years%20up,me%20most%20of%20the%20Ateneo.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignatius_of_Loyola
http://ateneo.edu/ateneoishome/


Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6    “Thus says Yahweh to his anointed, to Cyrus. . . .” 
“Second” Isaiah calls pagan King Cyrus of Assyria the “anointed one” of Yahweh and 
“father” of the soon-to-be exiled Jews.  Why? After defeating Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon, Cyrus freed the longsuffering Israelite slaves. This happened around the 
year 538 BC/BCE (see Book of Ezra 1: 1-5).  
 
Psalm 96: 1, 3-5, 7-10   “Sing to the Lord a new song.” 
What can we humans possibly bring to God, creator of the universe? What human 
gift is worthy of our God? The psalmist (not David) answers: we bring Yahweh 
praise (v. 7), adoration, and delight in recognition of who and what God is. Our 
praise of God resounds throughout the whole universe. 
 
I Thessalonians 1: 1-5   “We give thanks to God always for all of you.” 
In 50 A.D., Paul arrived in Thessalonica, a major city and capital of the province of 
Macedonia (see Acts 17:1). After the local Jewish community rejected his ministry, 
he addressed his preaching to the pagans and succeeded in forming a Christian 
community. After barely three months, Paul had to cut short his ministry in that city. 
Synagogue Jews caused a riot that forced Paul to leave the city for the sake of his 
community. In this letter, we sense both a missionary’s attachment to his converts 
and his concern about the ongoing fidelity of his fledgling community. He later 
wrote a second letter the Christians there. 
 
Matthew 22: 15-25   “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what 
belongs to God.”  
The Pharisees and Herodians confront Jesus with a trap-setting question about the 
payment of taxes to Caesar. Jesus’ wise counter-response douses their fire. 
Note: Herodians were a sect of Hellenistic Jews, who combined Judaism and Greek 
cultures.  The New Testament  speaks of them as being hostile to Jesus—first in Galilee, and later 
in Jerusalem. See Matthew 22:16. And again in Mark 3:6, 12:13;  also in Mark 8:15, Luke 13:31–
32, Acts 4:27.  

 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (45: 1, 4-6) 

 
Thus says Yahweh to his anointed, to Cyrus:  

“I have taken you by the right hand to subdue nations before you  
and strip kings of their armor, to open the gateways before you  

so that they will be closed no more. 
For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen one, 

I have called you by your name and given you your mission  
although you do not know me. 

I am Yahweh, and there is no other;  
there is no God besides me.  

I armed you when you did not know me, 
so that, from the rising to the setting of the sun, 
all may know that there is no one besides me;  

I am Yahweh, and there is no other 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/biblical-literature/Isaiah
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ezra/1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Matthew%2022:16&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Mark%203:6&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Mark%2012:13&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Mark%208:15&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke%2013:31%E2%80%9332&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke%2013:31%E2%80%9332&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Acts%204:27&version=nrsv


 
Personal Reflection 
 
“I have called you by your name and given you your mission.” 
 
—   When have I heard Jesus address me by my name? Recalling one those moments, 
how did it feel to know that I’m not just a number, not Human No. 400 billion, but one 
of a kind in God’s family? 
 
“I have called you by your name and given you your mission although you do not 
know me.” 
 
—   Who stands out to me as someone who professes no faith or understanding of 
God/religion, yet lives or lived a life worthy of “canonization,” if he or she were a 
Catholic? Why that person? (It doesn’t have to someone well known, even famous.)  
 
“I am Yahweh, and there is no other; there is no God besides me.” 
A number of Catholic writers today are using the term Catholic or Christian atheists 
to describe churchgoers whose lives before and after Mass resemble those of 
nonbelievers. 
 
—   What signs do I see in my own life (outside of Mass attendance) that reveal my 
failure to be a “24-hour a day Catholic,” every day of the week? 
 
Antiphon: Psalm 96 (1, 3-5, 7-10) The universal reign of the true God 
 

Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Sing to Yahweh a new song,  

sing to Yahweh, all the earth! 
How great is Yahweh and worthy of praise!  

Above all gods, he is to be feared. 
 

Give the Lord glory and honor. 
For all other gods are worthless idols,  

but Yahweh is the one who made the heavens. 
Give to Yahweh, you families of nations,  

give to Yahweh glory and strength. 
Give to Yahweh the glory due his name; 

bring gifts and enter his courts. 
 

Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Worship Yahweh with holy celebrations; 

stand in awe of him, all the earth. 
Say among the nations, “Yahweh reigns!” 

He will judge the peoples with justice. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_atheism#Catholicism


Personal Reflection 
 
“Sing to Yahweh a new song.” 
 
—    Do I repeatedly pepper God with the same old petitions? When was the last time I 
“sang a new song” in my daily prayer? What was new and different about  my “song” 
on that occasion? What God-song rises from my heart today?  
 
“Above all gods, Yahweh is to be feared.” 
—   What does it mean to me to “fear” God?  How has my understanding of that “fear” 
changed over the years? 
    
From St. Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians (1: 1-5)    
 
“From Paul, Sylvanus (Silas), and Timothy, to the church of Thessalonica, which is in 
God, the Father, and in Christ Jesus, the Lord. May the peace and grace of God be 
with you. We give thanks to God, at all times, for you, and remember you in our 
prayers. We constantly recall, before God, our Father, the work of your faith, the 
labors of your love, and your endurance, in waiting for Christ Jesus our Lord. We 
remember, brothers and sisters, the circumstances of your being called. The gospel 
we brought you was such, not only in words. Miracles, the Holy Spirit, and plenty of 
everything, were given to you. You, also, know how we dealt with you, for your 
sake.” 
 
Personal Reflection 
 
“We remember, brothers and sisters, the circumstances of your being called.” 
 
—    When did I have to leave a group I loved (family, friends, parishioners, or others)? 
What were the circumstances? What was the overall effect on my life? 
 
—    How did I feel at the time? Was I able to keep in touch or did I just move on with 
my life, forming new relationships without looking back? 
 
 Proclamation from the Gospel according to Matthew (22: 33-43)    
 

“The Pharisees went away, considering how they could trap Jesus by his own 
words. They sent to him their disciples, along with members of Herod’s party, 
saying, ‘Master, we know that you are an honest man and truly teach God’s way. You 
are not influenced by others, nor are you afraid of anyone. So tell us what you think: 
is it against the law to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’  

“But Jesus understood their evil intentions, and said to them, ‘Hypocrites, why 
are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin with which you pay taxes.’  

“They showed him a silver coin, and Jesus said to them, ‘Whose head is this and 
whose name?’  

“They answered, ‘Caesar’s.’  



“Then Jesus replied, ‘So give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and give to God what is 
God’s.’” 
 
Personal Reflection 
 
“Hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me?” 
 
—    If I’ve ever experienced someone trying to “trap” me into saying something they 
could use against me, what was the occasion? How did I respond? 
 
As he hung on the cross, Jesus prayed: “Father forgive them; they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:34). 
 
—    Who hurt or betrayed me during my childhood, teen years, and/or adult life?  
How hard has it been for me to forgive that person? Have I really forgiven them? Have 
I let go of any lingering need to punish them? If not, what is the Lord asking me to do 
today? 
 
“. . . give to God what is God’s.” 
 
—    Considering my current life circumstances, what am I doing to see that God gets at 
least equal time in my spiritual life? What can I do to improve the “God-time” in my 
life? What obstacles stand in my way? 
 
Shelter-in-Place  

 
Jesus does not associate his name with any political party or partisan movement. 

His concerns are justice and the common good of all peoples. It’s a given that no 
political party, no candidate is perfect. My votes for each national and local office, 
even for state propositions and local measures, call for thoughtful discernment. I 
may end up having to choose what I consider the “lesser of two evils.” 

This is a major decision point, especially for Catholics. To vote sensibly, I need to 
weigh both the good and not so good in each candidate and issue in coming to a final 
decision. (A greater civic—possibly moral—fault might be my decision not to vote at 
all!)   
 
—   How willing am I to vote for a candidate I consider as the “lesser of two ‘evils’” in 
their approach to addressing national and civic issues”? 
 
Our late pastor, Fr. Brian Joyce, left us this challenge: “What would Jesus want me  
to do?”  
 
—   How can I be sure my voting decisions represent what Jesus would want me to do? 
(My answer reveals my basic values, positive or negative.) 
 



Write about your feelings and your lived experience of these issues during your 
journaling time (below). 
 
Journaling Prompts  
 
What insights into my current social demands and restrictions have I gained from 
reflecting on this weekend’s liturgical readings? Suggested prompt:  
 
—   After reflecting on this weekend’s scriptures, what made the deepest impression on 
me? 
 
We mustn’t simply be grateful “recipients” of God’s good gifts. We also need to “give 
back.” 
 
—   How will this week’s Scriptures and current societal events impact the way I think, 
live, love—and “give back”—during the week ahead? 
 
For Inspirational Listening / Reading  
  
Book: 
 
The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage by Sister Joan Chittister, OSB 
Sr. Joan explores the meaning of “prophetic spirituality” in our daily lives. What does 
a prophet do? A prophet cries out against injustice . . . without fear . . . without care 
for personal cost . . . without end.  
 
Videos: 
 
—   Listen to Sister Joan speaking about The Time is Now. (2.5 min.) 
 
—   Sr. Joan chats with Oprah Winfrey on “Oprah’s SuperSoul Conversations”  
(30 min) 
  
Preview of Next Session    
 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Exodus 22: 2-26   “If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors . . . you shall not 
act like an extortioner . . . by demanding interest of him.” 
 
Palm 18: 2-4, 47, 51   “My God my rock of refuge, my shield . . . my stronghold.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 1: 5-10   “From you the Word of the Lord has sounded forth . . . in 
every place your faith has gone forth. . . .” 
 
Matthew 22: 34-40   “Teacher, which commandment . . . is the greatest?” 

https://www.amazon.com/Time-Now-Call-Uncommon-Courage/dp/1984823418/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YNRHOGVZ2WXF&dchild=1&keywords=the+time+is+now+joan+chittister&qid=1602182091&s=books&sprefix=The+time+is+now%2Caps%2C206&sr=1-1&author-follow=B000APCA8U&
https://www.joanchittister.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aJDzcrS3wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=md9b9bCDhWI


 
Closing Prayer    
(edited and abridged for use here) 
 
Prayer of St. John Henry Newman 

Cardinal Newman wrote this prayer. Mother Teresa prayed it daily and left it as a 
legacy to her Sisters to support them in their daily service to the poor. 

 

Dear Jesus, flood my soul with Your spirit and life. 
Penetrate my whole being so utterly 
that my life may be only a radiance of Yours. 

Shine through me and be so in me, 
that every soul I come in contact with 
may feel Your presence in my soul. 
Let them see no longer me, but only You! 

Stay with me and I shall begin to shine as You shine, 
so to shine as to be a light to others; 
the light, O Jesus, will be from You; none of it will be mine; 
it will be you, shining on others through me. 

Let me praise You the way You love best, by shining on those around me. 
Let me preach You without preaching, not by words but by my example, 
by the sympathetic influence of what I do, 
by the evident fullness of the love my heart bears to You.   
Amen 
 
Source: WorldPrayers.com 
 
Questions?  
 
Send any questions or comments you might have to algarrotto@comcast.net 
 
 
 
The Sunday readings are from Christian Community Bible: Catholic Pastoral Edition  

© 1999, Bernardo Hurault and Patricia Grogan, FCJ. Imprimatur:  
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines 

 
Questions and Commentaries © 2020 Alfred J. Garrotto 

(follow this link to my novel, Bishop Myriel: In His Own Words) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Henry_Newman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_Teresa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionaries_of_Charity
https://www.worldprayers.org/
mailto:algarrotto@comcast.net
https://ccbpastoralbible.wordpress.com/online-bible/english-version/
https://www.amazon.com/Bishop-Myriel-Words-Wisdom-Miserables-ebook/dp/B084FVJQBX/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3KZ3QWA8K7OMG&dchild=1&keywords=bishop+myriel+in+his+own+words&qid=1586118658&s=books&sprefix=bishop+myriel%2Cstripbooks%2C200&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Bishop-Myriel-Words-Wisdom-Miserables-ebook/dp/B084FVJQBX/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3KZ3QWA8K7OMG&dchild=1&keywords=bishop+myriel+in+his+own+words&qid=1586118658&s=books&sprefix=bishop+myriel%2Cstripbooks%2C200&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Bishop-Myriel-Words-Wisdom-Miserables/dp/057864441X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1N5PGXC44PG1N&dchild=1&keywords=bishop+myriel+in+his+own+words&qid=1598125250&s=books&sprefix=bishop+myriel%2Cstripbooks%2C209&sr=1-1

