Christ the King - St. Stephen
Parish

St. Stephen Church Christ the King Church
1101 Keaveny Court 195A Brandon Road
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
925-274-1341 925-682-2486

saintstephenparish.org ctkph.org

Christ the King Church

Daily Mass Times
Monday - Saturday 9am

Every First Friday
5pm to 6pm Exposition
6pm Mass

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 4pm Vigil
(4pm Mass is also livestreamed)

Sunday
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm
(10:30am Mass is also livestreamed)

Private Confessions
Saturday 3pm to 3:30pm

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm

St. Stephen Church

Daily Mass Times
Monday - Friday 8am

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 5pm Vigil
Sunday: 9:30am

Private Confessions
Saturday Before the 5pm Mass

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday 11am to 2pm

December 31, 2023

THE HOLY FAMILY

The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him. - Lk 2:40

To LIVE AND TO LOVE IN CHRIST

To HEAR THE GOSPEL AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE




Dear Beloved Community,

It's hard to believe that we have come to the end of an amazing year of grace and bless- §
ing for our community. We became a new entity as we lovingly merged with St. Stephen [F§
community. I want to express my deepest gratitude for your unwavering support and |
commitment to the mission of Christ the King - St. Stephen. We have witnessed God’s
faithfulness in abundance!

[t is a new year, and it is my prayer for all of you — and for me, as well — that we can take new steps on
our faith journeys, and seek new ways to live out discipleship and stewardship.

Pope Francis once commented on his perspective of our modern approach to life. He said, “Certainly,
possessions, money and power can give a momentary thrill, the illusion of being happy, but they end up
possessing us and making us always want more, never satisfied. | have learned that the most important
thing is to put on Christ in your life, place your trust in Him, and you will never be disappointed.”

[ would hope that we see this year as a time for opportunity, a time to deepen our relationship with
Christ, and for that matter with one another. We are blessed with many opportunities in our parish to
pray, but as much as it is important for us to take advantage of those, we also need to develop a strong
personal prayer life. The attendance at our retreats has been great this year. Recall the young Samuel in
the Bible, who was not quite sure what to do with his life, or what direction to go. When he finally settled
on that one important prayer, “Speak, Lord, for I am listening,” Samuel gives us the hint as to what we
need to do. Prayer is a two-way street, and part of that is taking the time to listen to God. Let us develop
listening skills especially in prayer.

[ would ask you to focus on JOY this year. Christ cer-
tainly called us to do that. Pope Francis has had
much to say about joy, as well. The Holy Father says,
“Joy cannot be held at heel; it must be let go. Joy is a
pilgrim virtue. It is a gift that walks — walks on the
path of life, that walks with Jesus... proclaiming joy,
lengthens and widens that path.” We must seek that
joy and then we need to share it.

REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS; AND AGAIN I SAY, REJOICE

It's easy to get mired down in “what’s wrong”. It's
easy to be unhappy. It’s easy to focus on what’s hard
and what’s not going right and what could be better
and be unhappy about it. ButJoy...Joy is there despite how life unfolds. We only need embrace it.

A joy-filled heart makes a joy-filled home, because joy flows from the inside out, not the outside in. Joy is
a choice. A joyful home is not made in one decision at the dawn of a new day; a joyful home is when deci-
sions are made, moment by moment, to choose joy instead of something else. Each day is a new begin-
ning and each moment is a new opportunity to change direction of that day.

The object of a new year is not that we should have a new year, but rather that we should
have a new soul." - Gilbert K. Chesterton

Happy New Year!

~Fr. Paulson
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UPCOMING CTK MASS INTENTIONS UPCOMING SS MASS INTENTIONS

Jan. 1 Mon. [9:00am |Fr. Paulson Mundanmani Dec. 30 Sat. | 5:00pm [Robert Norris
(Anniversary (?f Ordination) Dec. 31 Sun. [9:30am [CTK-SS Priests
Larry Cummings § - -
Paul & Alison Young & Jan. 2 Tues. |8:00am |Larry Levin, Healing
Family Jan. 3 Wed. |8:00am [Austin Burns, Healing
.4 Thurs. | 8: Bill Paupli
Jan. 2 Tues. |9:00am |Jesusa Gonzales Jan 'urs 8:00am 1Bill Paup 1s: T
Kristin Chimelarski Jan. 5 Fri. 8:00am | John Pauplis T
Christopher & Jf_:ssica Jan. 6 Sat. | 5:00pm [CTK-SS Parishioners
Young and Family Jan. 7 Sun. [9:30am |Jim Vranesh {
Jan. 3 Weds. [9:00am |Joshua Ruelas
Billy Joe Cosby .
Stephen & Lisa Young & A special thank you to everyone that
Family helped prepare
Jan. 4 Thurs. [9:00am |John Ahern f St. Stephen for Chrlstmas.
Thomas Frasier You did a wonderful job!
Lauren Calise Family
Jan. 5 Fri. 9:00am | Cecelia Quyen Nguyen f gﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
Yvonne Wingo - .
Christina Calise Family ﬂ Happy Ordination Anniversary ﬂ
[o] Fr. Paulson! [o]
Jan. 6 Sat. 9:00am | Marissa Bordou o o
Megan Calise Family o As you celebrate o
Jan. 6 Sat. 4:00pm | Vilda, Francis & Vincent [+ 33 Years of Priesthood. g
Coutinho [} [}
Rodolfo Mindanao g Ordained: January 1, 1991 o
Jan. 7 Sun. [7:30am |Jack Cardoza § ﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬂ ‘ﬂ Poooooo00 ﬂﬂ soog
Jan. 7 Sun. |9:00am [ Albert Haggett § Join us after the 4pm Mass at CTK on
Jan. 7 Sun. |10:30am |Fr. Ramon Marrufo f Meds 4;41'\ l-“_f sunday, Dec.ember 31 for areception
Edward Mackinson ¥ on the patio as we celebrate New
- - 3 Year’s Eve!
Jan. 7 Sun. [4:00pm |Bishop Joseph Strickland
Cardinal Raymond Burke



Feast of the Holg ]:amily

First Friday
This Friday, January 5th is our
Monthly First Friday Exposition
Of the Blessed Sacrament at CTK

Exposition: 5pm to 6pm
This will be time for quiet prayer.
Mass: 6pm in the church

The Knights of Columbus
2024 Basketball Free Throw/
Competition
Sunday, February 4th in the
Christ the King Gym-7:30am-11:30am

No fee is required.
Registration forms will be available at the day of the
event. No preregistration needed.
Girls and boys ages 9 to 14 are invited to participate in
the Free-throw competition. Questions? Contact
Roberto Bracamontes rbracamontes@mac.com

CYO CTK-St Stephen/St. Catherine
Track and Field Team Signups:
Thursday, January 11th, 6-7:00 pm
and Wednesday, January 17th
6:00pm -7:00pm in

- Christ The King Parish Hall

Children in grades 2nd-8th from any school (public, pri-
vate or home schooled) within the parish are welcome!
More information and signup forms at ctktrack.org, or
please email any questions to info@ctktrack.org.

_.@RY

HOLY MOTHER *OF GOD
LT

i
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,
Monday January 1, (New Year’s Day)
Mass Time: 9am at CTK
St. Stephen Church - Mass Time: 9:30am

Adult Education
Mondays, January 8 & January 15
CTK’s Ministry Center Chapel -

10:30am

i Although the Christmas season official-
= ADULT CHRIST

CCHRISTMAS |y ends with the Epiphany and Ordi-
~ . nary Time begins on January 14th, we

will take two sessions to discuss Ray-

mond E. Brown’s “An Adult Christ at

Christmas: Essays on the Three Biblical
Christmas Stories — Matthew 2 and Luke 2” on January
8th and 15th. Fr. Brown treats the infancy narratives of
Matthew and Luke as the entire Gospel story in minia-
ture.

A big thank you to all participants
Kﬁ'ﬁ I CA R E in the ICARE/CORE
Food Kit Program!
Interfarth Community Action BEw i pation
In two weekends, Christ the King-
St. Stephen parishioners donated
$2500 and 30 volunteers signed up to help.

On Saturday, December 16th, Unity Church of Walnut Creek,
our team partner, co-hosted the event at their church and 25
of their congregation joined 25 Christ the King/St. Stephen
parishioners to assemble 290 bags of food for the homeless of
Contra Costa County. We did it all in 45 minutes with great
team work, great enthusiasm and lots of happy smiles! Kids
from both churches were present making cards to insert into
the bags.

Each kit cost about $3.35. The total cost was $1,834. Remain-
ing funds are ear-marked for our next Food Kit Program to be
held at Christ the King parish hall sometime in March during
the Lenten season.




End of the Year To Do’s
Required Minimum
Distribution

. _If you have an IRA, SIMPLE IRA,
- q SEP IRA, or retirement plan ac-
ST count and are over the age of

72 (73 if you reached age 72
after Dec. 31, 2022), you are faced with a required minimum dis-
tribution (RMD) by the IRS. Your RMD is the minimum amount
you must withdraw from your account each year to avoid signifi-
cant tax penalties. The IRS has a qualified charitable donation
rule that allows you to exempt your distribution from taxes. The
significant advantage of this is that it lowers your adjusted gross
income. The donation must be paid directly from the plan to the
charity and the donor must be over 72. If you are in this situa-
tion, check with your tax advisor to see if it makes sense for you
to apply this IRS rule and direct your RMD to Christ the King - St.
Stephen Parish.

Do you have a car, truck, RV or boat
you would like to donate
before the end of the year?

Donate

Christ the King-St. Stephen and Car Donation

Services, located in Martinez have teamed up

to provide an easy way to donate a vehicle
(running or not). Proceeds from all vehicle donations will go to Christ
the King-St. Stephen Parish. It will be a tax donation to you! Call 888-
686-4483 or visit their website at: www.cardonationservices.com to
start the easy process. CDS takes care of all aspects of your car dona-
tions, allowing you peace of mind that the transaction will be complet-
ed efficiently and properly.

Thank you for your donations and generosity
throughout the year!

We have an easy way to give! You can scan this QR

Code and it will take you to our safe and secure
Realm Site where it will lead you to a convenient way to give.

Or you can text CTKPH to 73256. Thank you for your generosity!

Happy New Year!

CTK STAFF CONTACTS

CTK Office: office@ctkph.org
195A Brandon Rd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Fr. Paulson Mundanmani
925-682-2486
paulson.ctk@gmail.com

Fr. Lee Chompoochan
925-682-2486
lleescj49@hotmail.com

Deacon John Ashmore
925-686-1174
faithformation@ctkph.org

Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP
925-246-1122
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com

Dr. Joe Silveira, Principal
925-685-1109
jsilveira@ctkschool.org

Helen Christian, Office Manager
925-682-2486
hchristian326@gmail.com

Kathy Ridgway, Parish Office
925-682-2486
kridgway02@gmail.com

Mike Aliscad, Youth Minister
925-246-1128
maliscad@ctkph.org

Rosa Panelli, RE Office
925-686-1017
rpanellictkre@gmail.com

Jennifer Bennett, Music Ministry
jenniferbennett1 011 @gmail.com

ST. STEPHEN STAFF
CONTACTS

St. Stephen Office:
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
1101 Keaveny Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Chris Lang, St. Stephen Liaison
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
925-274-1341

Joann Kurpinsky/Nancy Gizdich
925-682-2486
Bookkeeperssp@gmail.com




Pasta feed f'undl'aise

o PLEASEJOIN Thy ! iR i)

% - DIABLO VALLEY m

LIONS CLUB

JANUARY ABTIH

$25.00 Per Person, (Youths) 12 and under $10.00 Per Person
TO GO is available upon request at the event
Location: Christ the King Church 199 Brandon Road, Pleasant Hill
SRR S n
Meal incluges: Pasta with beef meatballs & :::?: F:;::rt::igm d beef ang prj,
Meatless sauce also avai i
Parmesan cheese, salad, rolls and butter plus dessert
THERE WILL BE A DOOR PRIZE
AND RAFFLE PRIZES TOOI

Purchase tickets by January 9th

Checks written to “Diablo Valley Lions Club”
Send to: Harry Styron 20 Calle Este

Walnut Creek, CA 94597

OR pay with PayPal dvlcwalnutcreek@gmail.com
100% OF THE PROCEEDS WILL HELP THOSE IN NEED

WE FEED THE HUNGRY
WE ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS
WE HELP THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED IN MANY WAYS
WE PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LOWER INCOME CHILDREN
WE SPONSOR A COMPETITIVE STUDENT SPEAKERS CONTEST

WEHOST A SPECIAL DAY FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

WE PROVIDE SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR CHILDREN IN NEED
WE PROVIDE MOST NEEDED SUPPLIES
FOR THE "FISHER HOUSE" WHO HELP OUR VETERANS

Observances for the week of
December 31, 2023

Sunday: The Holy Family; New Year's Eve
Monday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God,

New Year’s Day, World Day of Peace
Tuesday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory

Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the
Church

Wednesday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Thursday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
Friday: St. John Neumann, Bishop
Saturday: St. André Bessette, Religious

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

e
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Saint of the week

Venerable Mary Elizabeth Lange was a
trailblazing black Catholic who founded

the Oblate Sisters of Providence, the first
congregation of black religious sisters in the
USA. Her faith and perseverance helped break
down barriers and create new opportunities for
black Catholics.

Prayer

Almighty and Eternal God, You granted
Mother Mary Lange extraordinary trust in
Your providence. You endow her with humility,
courage, holiness, and an extraordinary

sense of service to the poor and the sick.

You enabled her to fund the Oblate Sisters of
Providence and provided educational, social,
and spiritual ministry especially to the African
American community. Mother Lange's love for
all enabled her to see Christ in each person,
and the pain of prejudice and racial hatred
never blurred that vision.

Deign to raise her to the highest honors

of the altar in order that, through her
intercession, more souls may come to a deeper
understanding and more fervent love of You.
Heavenly Father, glorify Your heart by granting
also this favor (state your request) which we
ask through the intercession of Your faithful
servant, Mother Mary Lange.

Amen.

(Prayer Source: https://nolacatholic.org/news/black-
catholic-history-month-mother-mary lange#:-.text=Prayer,
the%20poor%20and¥%20the%20sick.)




sl MEDICARE

I\-[Mlx BENDA, USHER

L ,-'-_.;_
THOMAS J. DAWSON
1806 Bonanza St., Walnut Creek, CA 94596
ThomasJDawson@mail.com

1070 [?eztrE,,ifﬁiﬁiErd, cA OPEN ENROLLMENT bEng Oct. 1 Busigiss %ppmr:nercéal Lawl;DICom.merciaI
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS ort Litigation; Estate Planning;
——— WE SELL: —— What YOU Probate: Wills or Intestate (no will)
rown Moulding - Sase boards
Door & Window Casing - Mantel:
Assarted Trim - Chair Rail - Pre-Primed n EECI to I( now Tel: 925.930.8745 Fax: 925.935.8522
Cathalic Cruises ond Tours and The Apostieship Call us or schedule appointment today!
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take ynurfFanH ONA]C.)"URNE‘I’ 1 (415) 517-6700 OF
& Callus today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CathelicCruisesandTours.com ol il 2.C0o =8 x 2 4
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com ot affillated e U.S. government or federal Medicare progra =

THE MAHER LAW GROUP
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
VINCENT R. MAHER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST

www.themaherlawgroup.com

Tel: (925) 489-1500 | vince@vincemaherlaw.com
724 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533
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DOES YOUR NONPROFIT =% sz
ORGANIZATION NEED o5 _
ANEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com
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© ADT-Monitored Home Security

-
s Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

0 »
ROW YOUR B A
D D
Place YO Ad Here and pport O Pa
CONTACT ME Joanne Sullins
D4LP O 300) 950-99 b0 -
F.P. GORSKI & SON . .
- CONSTRUCTION COMPANY e
Custom Homes ¢ Additions ¢ Remodeling ollife

FRANZ P. GORSKI & SON

Family Owned and Operated / Parishioners
OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(925) 457-1688 fpgorski@yahoo.com o o

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 ® www.4lpi.com

®
L
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0 0 A
Christ the King Church, Pleasant Hill, CA B 4C 05-4159



OUIMET BROS. |} CONCORD FUNERAL CHAPEL

FIVinng Serving Concord and
the surrounding area since 1958

Diablo Valley Funeral Group LA L
DIABLO VALLEY CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES .
Cremation and

CONCORD FD 2235 - ANTIOCH FD 2331 - PINOLE FD 2333
b — Burial Services
CONCORD FD 873 - SERVING THE DIABLO VALLEY AREA SINCE 1949 - ADVERTISERS! L) 4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521
Diablovalleyfuneralhome.com * 925-682-1100 925-682-4242 « www.ouimethrothers.com-

Heating & Air Conditioning

: {©:COMPARE

JENNIFER MARTIN D D s FIHIL‘I' OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 19683
- | Sales &|
% 9 | Service| (925] 686-1366

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS r,.}

ry y

o Please Call For Complimentary Vi Mark Fraschieri, Parishioner * Contractor’s License #220289
NEW Patient Examination ,- KEN SMITH R

- Il Your Roo, Need
(925) 676 8485 New Roaf R ool - Repirs
4 e o 20 Years Experienca
: 01 Grega : T e 9957880262
© ADT-Monitored Home Security | == .
E Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust thhOIlcmthh J &StatEFarm

Louisiana
833-287-3502 D CatholicMatch.com/LA hristine
% [ Z. e I ~ ampson
925.6?5.'(97:.'.32
"‘"""‘"" 1920 Oak Park Blvd.
MOHAWEK
Moot Pt wu/ : _ Place an ad here to finc HOME = LIFE = AUTO = BANK
TWO BAY AREA LOCATIONS: f : i AV FOCL RN P %‘:
Oakland & San Francisco ; L = =3 dd @l @ 2 f E‘A.nnu:.[rtﬁlkaﬁ
(510) 444-5244 | (415) 621-6627 AD . ~ .
www.frenchbros.com : : 800=-950-9%5 Don Do DDS
IG @frenchbros !
= (925) 689-2800
A A . R g ) www.parksidepediatricdentists.com
RANDY B. BA : “¥G
Family Dentistry  Invisalign 3 - Arcian, Buesaleld
Same Day Crown Cerec ¥E APPH It UUR Judy Mullen Olvera
Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry - = ADVERTISER “" Realtor, Windermere Diablo Realty
www.pleasanthilldentistry.com < i, -
pleasanthilldentistry@gmail.com - ; - - £ BRE Lic. 01332121 (925) 323-3628
925-685-8587 + PARISHIONER 4 u\". /‘ k ¥Tw Pertormer, Trusted Pariner and 20 Years Experience

RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner

+ TRANQUILITY = RKL BUILDERS Building Relationships
)

HEALTH o
A ) S Kitchens, Baths, Additions,
Onsite Dental Care For Residents s New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim
of Senior Living Communities X i RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Amanda Amaro, DDS Cell 510-453-6547 Phone/Fax 925-685-2031
Certified Dementia We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too

Provider Doctors RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! » Lic# 1012424

Bedside Care
Available

925-644-2700

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

. Instantly create and
MAHK HOLANDELLI © ADT-Monitored Home Security = = pur‘:haﬁe an ad with

o T G TION o | == et 28 Hour Prtecton From a Name You Can Trust 1~ AD CREATOR STUDIO ﬂ{

MIIIF 'Hapd *fi delil L =
s, Work Lic #s07081 (925) 935-3100 [T n s

[)ﬂ“'b(]]'] I_.E'l"r'\ thcea. Il—l[" 3480 Buskirk Avenue, Ste, 205
Attorneys At Law Pleasanl HIll, CA 94523

Local civil litigation attorneys in most non-criminal areas of the law.
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

(925) 718-1040 | d : a
For ad info. call 1- 800 950- 9952 ° www. 4lp| com

A 4C 05-4159

Christ the King Church, Pleasant Hill, CA



