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 Christ the King - St. Stephen  
 Catholic Church 

January 12, 2025 

Christ the King Church 
 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday: 4pm Vigil 
(4pm Mass is also livestreamed) 

 

Sunday 

7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm 
(10:30am Mass is also livestreamed) 

Confessions 
Saturday 3pm to 3:30pm 

 

Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm 

 

9am Daily Mass  Schedule  

St. Stephen 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

Christ the King 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 

 

St. Stephen Church 
 

Weekend Mass Times 
 

Saturday: 5pm Vigil    
Sunday: 9:30am  

 

 Confessions 
Saturday Before the 5pm Mass 

 

Office Hours 
Monday & Wednesday 11am to 2pm 

  

Mission Statement 

To hear the gospel and make a difference. 

To live and love in Christ. 

July 26, 2026 



 

Dear Friends, 
 

Recently, I read an article entitled “Diversity Reflects God and Makes for a More Interesting 
World.” It inspired me to reflect on the remarkable diversity that enriches our parish 
community. One of the things I love most about our Church is that it brings together people from 
different cultures, languages, backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives. In many ways, our parish 
reflects something of God's own life and beauty. 
 

We live in a world of extraordinary diversity. Different cultures, traditions, personalities, histories, and 
viewpoints enrich the human family. Yet diversity is not simply a sociological reality; for Christians, it 
is a theological one. Diversity reflects something profound about God Himself. 
 

At the heart of our faith is the mystery of the Trinity. We believe in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is not 
solitary or isolated. God is communion—three distinct Persons united in perfect love. Difference exists within God. 
Relationship exists within God. Communion exists within God. As theologian Terry Biddington writes, “Creation 
reveals that all difference, otherness and strangeness originate in God and that God is, therefore, inherently open to 
difference in all its forms.”  

 

Because we are created in the image and likeness of God, something of that 
diversity and communion is reflected in humanity. We are not all the same, 
nor were we ever intended to be. Our differences are not obstacles to 
overcome but gifts to be received. 
 

Yet human beings often fear difference. We are naturally drawn to people 
who think like us, look like us, worship like us, vote like us, and share our 
experiences. The familiar feels safe; the unfamiliar can feel threatening. 
When fear takes root, it can become prejudice. Prejudice can become 
exclusion. Exclusion can become discrimination, racism, and division. These 
wounds have marked human history for centuries, but they do not come from 
God. 
 

As a nation, we have often struggled with diversity. From the treatment of 
Native Americans, to slavery, segregation, discrimination against immigrants, 

religious prejudice, and continuing debates over race, culture, and identity, our history reveals both our failures and our 
aspirations. Too often diversity has been viewed not as a gift to be embraced but as a threat to be resisted. 
 

At the same time, we must be careful not to misunderstand diversity. Diversity is not an end in itself. It is not about 
dividing people into competing groups or reducing individuals to labels and categories. The goal is not diversity for 
diversity's sake, but communion. The danger lies not in recognizing differences but in allowing those differences to 
become barriers rather than bridges. 
 

The United States itself is a nation built upon diversity—diversity of peoples, cultures, ideas, experiences, and dreams. 
This diversity has often been messy, sometimes painful, and frequently challenging. Yet it has also been one of our 
greatest strengths. The richness of our nation comes not despite our differences, but often because of them. 
 

For Christians, embracing diversity is not optional. It flows directly from our belief in the Trinity and from the Gospel 
itself. The Church was born diverse. On Pentecost, people from many nations heard the Good News proclaimed in their 
own languages. The Book of Revelation envisions a multitude before God's throne "from every nation, race, people, and 
tongue."  
 
 

The Christian response is not simply to coexist but to build community. To listen before judging. To understand before 
condemning. To recognize that our differences need not divide us but can deepen our understanding of one another and 
of God. 
 

Honoring those differences is essential to empathy. True empathy is not assuming that others are just like us. It requires 
recognizing that other people may have experiences very different from our own. We often speak about "walking in 
another person's shoes," but the truth is that there are some shoes we will never walk in. We cannot fully know another 
person's story, struggles, fears, or hopes. Yet we can listen. We can learn. We can respect. We can love. 
 

When we look for God's fingerprints in creation, every difference becomes another clue pointing toward the infinite 
mystery of the Creator. Each culture, each personality, each perspective, and each human story reflects another facet of 
God's beauty. This brings to mind the words of the Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins in his poem Pied Beauty: 
 

"All things counter, original, spare, strange; 
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 

With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; 
                                      He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change." 

 ~Fr. Paulson 



July 27 Mon. 9:00am Eleanor & Christine Tan† 
Patrick Nigel Go 

July 28 Tues. 9:00am Alberto & Agapita 
Moises † 
Alberto & Edmunda  
Espinoza  † 

July 29 Weds. 9:00am Carlos Andaluz † 
Joseph Go-Alcantara † 
Rich Stewart †  

July 30 Thurs. 9:00am Honey O’Leary † 

July 31 Fri. 9:00am Alberto & Agapita 
Moises † 
Alberto & Edmunda  
Espinoza  † 

Aug. 1 Sat. 9:00am Diana Duque 

Aug. 1 Sat. 4:00pm Noemi de Jesus O Lano† 
Alessandro Germani † 
Margie Pruitt † 

Aug. 1 Sat.  5:00pm Irene Knight & Hannah 
Galvin †  

Aug. 2 Sun. 7:30am Jack Cardoza † 

Aug. 2 Sun. 9:00am Dan Wasser † 
Chris Morales 
Richard Perez Family 

Aug. 2 Sun 9:30am 
SS 

Sandra Kuca †  

Aug. 2 Sun. 10:30am Primo Maliwanag, Jr. †  
Joseph Go-Alcantara 
Primo Maliwanag, Jr. †  

Aug. 2 Sun. 4:00pm Joan Croft † 

Upcoming Second CollecƟons 
 

July 26 - VicƟms of the Earthquake in         
Venezuela 

August 2 - Catholic EducaƟon 

 

Need Prayer? 
 

ConfidenƟal Prayer requests can be 
sent to: prayerline@ctkph.org 

 

UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS 

Thank you for your donaƟons  
and generosity throughout the year! 

 

We have an easy way to give! You can 
scan this QR Code and it will take you to 
our safe and secure Realm Site. This 
offers you a convenient way to give.  

Or you can text CTKPH to 73256.  

SS 

Forgot to bring money for 
the collecƟon today? 

No Cash? No Problem!  
 

CTK Campus is making do-
naƟng a liƩle easier. Our 
new Tip Tap device is in 
our vesƟbule. 
Our Tip Tap device works 
with contactless enabled 
credit cards or phones. Se-
lect an amount, place your 
card on the device, wait for 
2 beeps and you’re done.  

InformaƟon MeeƟng for Medicare 
In CTK Parish Hall - Rooms A/B. 

Thursday, July 30 at 10am 
 
 

 Are you turning 65? Or just want to 
know a liƩle bit more about Medicare?                          

Want to review and compare plans? 
Come and get all your quesƟons answered. 

 



 

ExposiƟon of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Join us every Friday in   CTK’s Ministry Center Chapel for AdoraƟon of the  
Blessed Sacrament anyƟme between 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  

 

All are welcome to come and spend quiet Ɵme in prayer and reflecƟon.  
 

To Hear the Gospel and Make a Difference & To live and love in Christ 

Donate your Car, RV, 
Truck or Boat 

 
 
 

Christ the King-St. Stephen  
has teamed up with Car 
DonaƟon Services, Inc. to 

provide you with an easy way to donate a vehicle, 
whether it is running or not!  
 

Car DonaƟons Services, located in MarƟnez, have 
been helping local chariƟes since 1990 and will take 
care of every aspect of your car donaƟon, allowing 
you peace of mind that the transacƟon will be com-
pleted efficiently and properly. Proceeds from all vehi-
cle donaƟons will go to the CTK-St. Stephen Parish. 
 

To get started, call 888-686-4483 and idenƟfy yourself 
as a  parishioner.  Or go to their website  
cardonaƟonservices.com 

Dear Friends, 
 

Our hearts have been deeply 
saddened by the devastaƟng 
earthquake that has struck Ven-
ezuela, leaving countless fami-
lies grieving the loss of loved 
ones, homes, and livelihoods. 
Many are now without shelter, 
clean water, food, or access to 
basic medical care. 
 

At the request of Bishop Bar-
ber, every parish in the Diocese 
of Oakland has been asked to 

parƟcipate in a special collecƟon to assist the vicƟms of this 
disaster. Our parish will take up this Second CollecƟon this 
weekend, July 25–26. 
 

Your generosity will help provide lifesaving assistance 
through Catholic ChariƟes, Catholic Relief Services (CRS), 
and Caritas Venezuela, the humanitarian agency of the Cath-
olic Church in Venezuela. Together they are providing emer-
gency food, clean water, sanitaƟon, shelter, medical care, 
essenƟal household supplies, and emoƟonal and spiritual 
support to families who have lost so much. Catholic parishes 
throughout the affected region have also opened their doors 
to welcome displaced families, offering safety, hope, and the 
loving presence of Christ. 
 

I warmly invite you to prayerfully consider making a gener-
ous giŌ to this special collecƟon. Whether large or small, 
every contribuƟon becomes a sign of God's love and a re-
minder to those who are suffering that they are not for-
goƩen. Together, we can bring hope where there is despair 
and healing where there is pain. 
 

Thank you for your faithful generosity and for your willing-
ness to be the hands and heart of Christ for those in need. 
Please conƟnue to keep the people of Venezuela, the rescue 
workers, and all those providing relief in your prayers. 
May our Lord, who never abandons His children, bless you 
abundantly for your kindness and generosity. 
With graƟtude and every blessing, 
 
 

Fr. Paulson 



 

From our Faith in AcƟon Ministry 
 

"As believers, we do not look at the 
world from without but from within, 
conscious of the bonds with which 

the father has linked us to all beings."   
                             Laudato Si, pg. 171, Sec. 220. 

Grief Ministry 

Have you suffered a loss? Recent or 

some Ɵme ago? Please join us for our 

CTK Grief Group that meets the last 

Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Ministry Center at CTK. Whether 

you need on-going support or just a support for an up-

coming anniversary, there is a wonderful group of people 

waiƟng to support you. All are welcome.  

Come once or oŌen,  

whatever your grieving heart needs.  

You are not alone. Please call Donna @ 510-381-3615  

for informaƟon or to register. 

 



CTK STAFF CONTACTS 
 

 
CTK Office: office@ctkph.org 

195A Brandon Rd.   
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

Fr. Paulson Mundanmani              
925-682-2486                                    
paulson.ctk@gmail.com 
 

Fr. Lee Chompoochan                    
925-682-2486      
lleescj49@hotmail.com 
 

Deacon Nelson Gonzales 
925-676-1174 
ngonzales@ctkph.org 
 

Deacon Wynn Norona 
wnorona@ctkph.org 
   

Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP                 
925-246-1122                                     
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Joe Silveira, Principal                     
925-685-1109                                     
jsilveira@ctkschool.org 

 

Helen Christian, Office Manager 
925-682-2486                                
hchristian326@gmail.com 
 

Kathy Ridgway, Parish Office                  
925-682-2486                                   
kridgway02@gmail.com 
 
 

Rick Grand-Lejano 
Religious Education Director 
925-510-2259 
rgrandlejano@ctkph.org 
 
 

Phil Tafoya, Confirmation Coordinator 
925-246-1128 
ptafoya@ctkph.org 
 
 
 

Rosa Panelli, RE Office                   
925-686-1017                                 
rpanellictkre@gmail.com 
 
 

Jennifer Bennett, Music Ministry  
jbennett@ctkph.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN STAFF   
CONTACTS 

 
 

St. Stephen Office:  
 1101 Keaveny Ct. 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
 

Chris Lang, St. Stephen Liaison 
saintstephenwc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RegistraƟon for both K – 5th grade &  

6, 7, 8th grade (Echo Junior High) is now open.  

Register at ctkph.org.  

High School ConfirmaƟon Program RegistraƟon is now 

open. Register at ctkph.org 



MOULDING 
MASTERS

 FAMILY OWNED FOR 21 YEARS

Mark Benda, usher
925-689-7322

1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS

WE SELL:
Crown Moulding • Base Boards

Door & Window Casing • Mantels
Assorted Trim • Chair Rail • Pre-Primed
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MOULDING 
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 FAMILY OWNED FOR 21 YEARS

Mark Benda, usher
925-689-7322

1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS

WE SELL:
Crown Moulding • Base Boards

Door & Window Casing • Mantels
Assorted Trim • Chair Rail • Pre-Primed

Assisting with…
• Retirement cash flow planning • Investment management

• 529 College Savings Accounts • Charitable giving • Tax planning
Founded by parishioner, Jeff Kragen

Helping protect and
grow your wealth

Jeff Kragen, CFP®, CIMA®, CPWA®, MBA
Senior Vice President, Investments
925-952-5267
Jeff.Kragen@RaymondJames.com
CA Insurance #0D93353

Stephen J. Kragen
Financial Advisor

925-952-5268
Stephen.Kragen@RaymondJames.com

CA Insurance #4289133
Located at 2999 Oak Rd, Walnut Creek         www.kragenwealth.com

Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC 

MARK ROLANDELLI
CONSTRUCTION
New Homes • Kitchens • Baths 
Additions • Home Improvements 

Repairs • Remodeling
rolandelliconst.com

 Ins. Work   Lic. #507081  (925) 935-3100

KATIE
OBERFELDER

510.326.3377
DRE #02275158

Katie Oberfelder — CTK parishioner, school 

mom, and a Realtor who values faith, family,

and serving your real estate needs with care.

KEN SMITH ROOFING
All Your Roofing Needs

New Roofs • Re-Roofs • Repairs

20 Years Experience

Lic #645964 • Bonded
925-788-0262

JENNIFER MARTIN, D.D.S.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Please Call For Complimentary

NEW Patient Examination

(925) 676-8485

401 Gregory Lane, Ste 126	 drjennifermartin.com

We take most  
PPO INSURANCE  

including Delta Dental / 
Delta Dental Medicare 

Advantage!

140 Gregory LAne, Suite 100
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Here’s to Brighter 
Smiles!

925-338-8044
hello@pearldentalhub.com

Vickie K   F I N E  A RT

310-780-6792 
vickiek@vickiekfineart.com

Specializing in Watercolor, Pastel, Oil, Acrylic, and More

Accepting Commissions

Fine Artist | Creator | Art Coach

Art Parties and Lessons for all ages and skill levels 
Parishioner and CTK School Alumna www.vickiekfineart.com

Donna Touros
Dtouros@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2610

M E R R I L L  
G A R D E N S

in Lafayette 
(925) 854-1855

SENIOR  
LIVING

Lic #079200597
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DIABLO VALLEY CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES
CONCORD FD 2235 - ANTIOCH FD 2331 - PINOLE FD 2333

Diablovalleycremation.com • 925-998-0303

DIABLO VALLEY FUNERAL HOME
CONCORD FD 873 - SERVING THE DIABLO VALLEY AREA SINCE 1949

Diablovalleyfuneralhome.com • 925-682-1100

 

Pleasant Hill Dentistry
Randy B. Bautista, DDS, Inc.

Family Dentistry • Invisalign

Same Day Crown Cerec

Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry
www.pleasanthilldentistry.com

pleasanthilldentistry@gmail.com

925-685-8587 • PARISHIONER

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

You never know
who you’re going

to run into.

Christine
Sampson

925.685.9752
1920 Oak Park Blvd.

HOME • LIFE • AUTO • BANK

925-267-6416

(925) 686-1366

HOME FAIRIES IN-HOME CARE
Our caring, friendly, and compassionate

staff and caregivers can be your personal “fairies” 
For free assessment, call  925.526.0009
www.homefairies.com | Licensed • Bonded • Insured

OUIMET BROS.
CONCORD FUNERAL CHAPEL

Lic. FD1006

Providing Dignified Professional Services
• Cremation and Burial Services 
• Celebrations of Life   • Reception Packages 
• Worldwide Shipping & Pre-Planning

Bryan Cortez - Managing Partner 
Don & Bea Ouimet

4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521 
925.682.4242 • fax 925.682.4281

OUIMETBROTHERS.COM

®
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Custom Homes ♦ Additions ♦ Remodeling

FRANZ P. GORSKI & SON
Family Owned and Operated / Parishioners

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

(925) 457-1688              fpgorski@yahoo.com

F.P. GORSKI & SON
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY


