Christ the King and St. Stephen Parishes

Christ the King Church
195A Brandon Road
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
925-682-2486
ctkph.org

St. Stephen Church
1101 Keaveny Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
925-274-1341
saintstephenparish.org

FOURTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

‘kingdom of heaven.”
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Private Confessions
Saturday 3pm to 3:30pm
In the church

Daily Mass Monday-Saturday Weekend Mass Times

9am (Also Livestreamed) Saturday
4pm Vigil

Thursda
. ( Also Livestreamed)

5:40pm Rosary, 6pm Mass Drive-Thru Communion

(Also Livestreamed)

Every First Friday
5pm to 6pm Exposition
6pm Mass

Sunday
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm
(10:30am — Also Livestreamed)

St. Stephen Mass Times
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 9:30am

11:30am to 12 noon
In front of the church

Livestream Links
Can be found at ctkph.org

“T'O HEAR THE GOSPEL AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE.”




Dear Friends,

It’s easy to think of our Finance Council in the simple terms of reviewing and reporting
on numbers - what comes in; what goes out. This is one function, but the traditional
role of a Finance Council is to provide oversight to the processes, procedures, and
controls around handling money and spending for the parish.

At CTK & St. Stephen our focus is more broadly one of stewardship and the careful ap-
plication of a few guiding gospel principles. Are we judiciously using the funds so gra-
ciously donated to our parishes? Are we supporting the needs of our various ministries?
Are we treating our dedicated staff fairly? Are we properly maintaining our physical plant to support the
many activities of our parishes? Are we participating in the life of the universal church through our financial
support and charities? Are we addressing the needs of the poor? Are we following best practices for the
management of parish business?

Canon Law and the Diocese require each parish to have a Finance Council. Perhaps surprisingly this is the
only committee each parish must have, and the Diocese requires this committee to formally review and ap-
prove the annual parish budget.

When St. Stephen was rolled under the leadership of our pastor, we combined Finance councils so that
there is one group with financial oversight of both parishes. Now that a full merger of our parishes is on
track, there is work to do in 2023 to fully combine finances and processes.

At CTK and St. Stephen, Fr. Paulson has opted for full transparency to financial data and decisions and has
asked us to fill a larger role in the review of donations and spending. We assist our pastor in applying the
gospel principle of stewardship of our funds. We’ll be adding a monthly report in the bulletin.

Our role starts with a review of the safe and secure handling of donations from the collection basket or
online giving to the bank. We review parish financial statements each month and oversee financial process-
es. We periodically review payroll and benefits as well as the pension billing. With capital projects, we re-
view the contract, the progress reports, and costs. If questions are raised by any of these reviews, we bring
them to our pastor’s attention for clarification, understanding, and corrections as needed. We prepare the
annual budget and an annual written financial report and presentation to the parish. Every three years, we
participate in the diocesan mandated parish financial audit, which will occur for us later in 2023.

The financial accounting and bookkeeping function for CTK is performed by an outside firm, Armanino. While
Finance Council members have insight to all financial data, our members are advisory only and financial
transactions are left to the Pastor and authorized staff members.

The CTK and St Stephen Finance Council meets about ten times a year, however a monthly report is pre-
pared by our Finance Council and reviewed with our pastor. Members serve on the Finance Council for three
-year terms that can be renewed by the pastor. New members are interviewed by select Finance Council
members and our pastor who then appoints new members.

Please include our CTK and St Stephen Finance Council in your prayers, that they continue their faithful
stewardship. Our focus is on the faith-filled, judicious use of our generous donations, by careful stewardship,
in service of the needs of our ministries, our staff, the care of our physical plant, the universal church, and
the poor.

Thank you for your trust!

Richard Bertrand
Member of the Finance Committee




UPCOMING CTK MASS INTENTIONS

ST. STEPHEN CORNER

“To Live and to Love in Christ”

FIRST FRIDAY

Join us for our monthly Exposi-

tion of the Blessed
Sacrament
Friday, February 3

5pm to 6pm
This will be a time for
quiet prayer.
Mass to follow at 6pm

fan. 30 Mon. | Sam Jsigf ()T(I)jleliz : St. Stephen Church - Mass Times
y g Monday - Friday - 8am
Jan. 31 Tues. | 9am Viromy Gunosema Saturday - 5pm and Sunday - 9:30am
(Birthday Blessings) )
Feb. 1 Wed. | 9am David Baer
Harry McElroy G b L /
Rose Marchiano ; T
Feb. 2 Thur. |9am Loren & Austin Calise Family : a— ——
Jaime Laico SS UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS
Edward & Jane Rudolph
6pm Pauline Cardoza Jan. 28 |Sat. |[5:00pm | Saint Stephen
Feb 3 Fri. [9am Maury Julie Pacis 1 Parishioners
6pm Christina & David Calise Jan.30 |Mon. |8:00am |Fr. Ronald Calhoun
Auroar Diaz Family
Jan. 31 [Tues. |8:00am |John George, Healing
Feb. 4 Sat. [9am Grace Rulow ¥
Feb. 1 Weds. | 8:00am | Gayle Haux, Healing
Feb. 4 Sat. |4pm Alice Gates T : okl Koot Hoal
Diamantino Fernandes Feb.2 | Thur. [8:00am |Franklin Knight, Healing
Lorenzo Vercels Feb.3 |Fri. |[8:00am |Peggy Gemmell, Healing
Feb. 5 Sun. |7:30am |Armando Vasquez } Feb. 4 Sat. | 5:00pm | Nicodemo Mammola §
Natalia Laurel f ] ;
Terese Paoli Feb. 5 Sun. |9:30am |Jim Vranesh
Jack Cordoza ¥ ST, S N
Feb. 5 Sun. [9am Emili Amalraj Lho (U0 IO
(Birthday Blessings) Next Sunday, February 4, we will be cele-
Feb. 5 Sun. |10:30am | Fr. Brian Joyce brating Scout Sunday at the 9:30 am Mass. A
Jaime (Chico) Laico T group of scouts will be helping with the differ-
Aurora Diaz § ent aspects of our Mass. As a special treat,
Ezra Omole - Healing we will be having Coffee & Donuts after Mass
Feb. 5 Sun. |4pm Fr. Declan Deane 1 that day.

Reminder - if you haven't picked up your
offering envelopes for 2023, please contact
our parish office to arrange a time to pick up
or have delivered to you.

Office hours - Monday & Wednesday 11am-2pm.




Christ the King 2022 Financial Summary (Preliminary)

Here are the preliminary financial results for December and 2022. Results are very
positive. We will publish a more detailed report in February and offer a hybrid (in-
person / Zoom) presentation on our 2022 - 2023 Financial picture in March. Thank you
for your generosity and commitment to Christ the King Parish. Any questions can be
directed to the office or by email to finance@ctkph.org.

Actual Budget

Income as of December 31, 2022

December $210,414 $184,546

Year End 2022 $1,574,792 $1,499,639
Expenses as of December 31, 2022

December $133,725 $181,734

Year End 2022 $1,345,102 $1,499,639
Net Results

December $76,689 $2,812

Year End 2022 $229,690 S0

2022 Annual Giving Statements

Annual Giving Statements that show your contributions for the year
ending 2022 were sent by email (if we have your current email ad-
dress in our new Realm system). These email addresses may not be
the same as the one you use for our weekly newsletter.

If you did not receive an email statement, a physical statement will be
sent to you via U.S. Mail. If you have any questions, please email us at
office@ctkph.org.

Tour with Fr. Paulson to Africa

Incredible Tour of
Africa

Cape Town, Victoria Falls, Nairobi, Lake Nakuru, & Masai Mara
June 12, 2023 to June 25, 2023

Join Fr. Paulson on an incredible
tour of Africa (Cape Town, Victoria
Falls, Nairobi, Lake Nakuru and Ma-
sai Mara National Park).

There is an additional package of
Madagascar for those who want to
® continue for another 7 days. The
trip will take place in June, 2023.

VI For more information please con-
tact the Parish Office at 925-682-
2486.

Taws with Fr. Sawlsan Mandanmani of Chvist the King Church ‘

CTK STAFF CONTACTS

CTK Office: office@ctkph.org
195A Brandon Rd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Fr. Paulson Mundanmani
925-682-2486
paulson.ctk@gmail.com

Fr. Lee Chompoochan
925-682-2486
lleescj49@hotmail.com

Deacon John Ashmore
925-686-1017
faithformation@ctkph.org

Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP
925-246-1122
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com

Joe Silveira, Principal
925-685-1109
jsilveira@ctkschool.org

Helen Christian, Office Manager
925-682-2486
hchristian326@gmail.com

Kathy Ridgway, Parish Office
925-682-2486
kridgway02@gmail.com

Mike Aliscad, Youth Minister
925-686-1017
maliscad@ctkph.org

Rosa Panelli, RE Office
925-686-1017
rpanellictkre@gmail.com

Jennifer Bennett, Music Ministry
jenniferbennett1011@gmail.com

ST. STEPHEN STAFF
CONTACTS

St. Stephen Office:
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
1101 Keaveny Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Chris Lang, Bulletin Info.
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
925-274-1341

Joann Kurpinsky/Nancy Gizdich
925-274-1341
Bookkeeperssp@gmail.com
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‘ in spirit,
for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.”

GOD’S REIGN HERE AND NOW

Our readings this week all speak of the distinctive characteristics of the people God gath-
ers to achieve God’s purposes. The deep communion of love that God envisions requires
a community that is humble and lowly, as Zephaniah describes. God chooses the weak
and foolish to reveal God’s strength and wisdom, as Paul says. And in the Beatitudes, Je-
sus teaches that a people who know their weakness and vulnerability can most fully place
their trust in God and work for a just world. As Christians, we believe God will fully heal
our world when Christ returns. But Christ also invites us to experience a foretaste of this
future right now, through our life in Christian community, and in our work of peacemaking
and justice-seeking in the world. Our poverty in spirit can enable us to be both recipients
and instruments of the “kingdom of heaven” here and now.

THE BLESSED COMMUNITY
We turn to the first action of Jesus’ public ministry described by Matthew —Jesus preaching
to the crowds in what we call the Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon begins with today’s
Gospel passage, the Beatitudes. Having just called his first disciples to form a community,
Jesus begins to spell out what this community is all about. The Beatitudes lay the founda-
tion, describing the primary values and practices, and the core identity of this community.

Jesus tells his followers, first and foremost, that they are blessed by God. The community
will reveal its blessed character through its humility, meekness, and hunger for justice.
Knowing they are loved as God’s children, they will have open and pure hearts, free to
be merciful, and they will be able to endure suffering gracefully. Listening anew to the
Beatitudes, we remember how far we fall short of Jesus’ vision. But we know God has
gathered us, and continues to transform us, to receive the fullness of blessing.

WHOM GOD HONORS
In Jesus’ time, honor and shame were key markers for who is up and who is down in their
society. Typically, those with wealth and power over others were to be honored. And in
our own time, often we find ourselves drawn strongly toward having more abundance,
control, and options to choose from. We avoid vulnerability and limitations. But Jesus
says in the Beatitudes that the poor and meek are truly blessed, that is, honorable and
privileged by God. How can this be?

Perhaps Jesus is first exposing the opposites to the poor and meek, the “rich in spirit.”
These develop such confidence in themselves, based on achievement or inherited priv-
ilege, that they isolate themselves from God, and either ignore or exploit others. Jesus
also knew that the humble in heart realize
that they cannot build an illusory self-affir-
mation, so they can be most open to God’s TODAY’S READINGS
affirmation of them. They can then become :
more deeply empowered to participate in Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13

God’s work. God blesses and honors the Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
open-hearted. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Matthew 5:1-12a




MOULDING PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY OF PLEASANT HILL

- ®
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FAMILY nw?m FOR 21 g\ns Amybeth Harmon, D.D.S. Ca o Icmq
MAggsl?ggg?g%s;ER Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

@ellifelfplle

1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS \t First cheekup at first '""'“‘"V
WE SELL:
Crown Moulding - Base Boards Phkldee""s"”m
Door & Window Casing - Mantels

Assorted r,i,;,.Chai, Rail - pre-primed | 2110 Pleasant Hill Road, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523  (925) 947-1188 thhOIICMthh'Com/ myCA

ITE THE MAHER LAW GROUP PLEASANT HILL COLLISION

VINA(PZRCEEI:LCI)'NAFL{C.O;\P/CI)RAMISINER (925) 939-1160 * 939-1280 Fax

ATTORNEY AT LAW
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST

Advanced Eyecare Optometry

www.themaherlawgroup.com ROBERT TURCIOS Jr., O.D.
Tel: (925) 489-1500 | vince@vincemaherlaw.com PARISHIONER

Comprehensive Eye Exams
LASIK Consultation

since 1995 IPRY(NAIVTIUEI YIS Fashion Eyewear Boutique
_ . Concord, CA Contact Lenses
PERALTA (925) 676-8365

724 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533

Replacer{lriréﬁ(:;lggg);i cloisss advancedoptometry.net
ALTO G LA§§ Window Regulator Handle EEBI LTI, DG,
VIDRIOS PARA CARRO Y MAS... Vil Custom Auto Glass pleasantHillicEoac23

825-565-8107 ppy @O 2"t

Text or Call Mobile Glass Shop

Protecting Seniors

ey e “% Seriio s Domiaite Nationwide 2o
Cortamos vidrios para autos clasicos En todo Contra Costa oa . . .
9.9 O pliled quairie
Q) One Free Mo
0 olo[0 O ee o 00 1.660¢8
Get this weekly
bulletin delivered by
- - '
email - for FREE! Tabella
Sign up here: LstenTo The Best
- - Catholic Content
www.jspaluch.com/subscrihe : And Stay Connected
-. To Your Parish!
m P oo g\ e Play App Store
Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. E :

Download it for free now at www.tabella.app

LOU AGGETTA INSURANCE

AUTO * HOMEOWNERS - LIFE: BUSINESS < HEALTH « LONG TERM CARE
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES * MANY COMPANIES
2637 Pleasant Hill Rd. * Pleasant Hill * 945-6161

Denia Aggetta Shields, Parishioner
519944 Christ the King Church (B) www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051
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Diablo Valley

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES

Cremation From $1495

& Burial From $1795

925-998-0303

www.DVCFS.com
Concord * Antioch ¢ Pinole

Pleasant Hill Villa
Home Care

Pleasant & Comfortable Home
Atmosphere for the Elderly
We are Affordable, Flexible and Negotiable
Personalized & Family Oriented
Non-Medical Assistance Services

Various Services Available

Choose from our 3 locations
3021 Putnam Blvd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Call us now at
(925) 949-89;

sk for Glecy

ac. Lic#079200569 (

Heating & Air Conditioning

\@)COMPARE

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1963

\ CONCORD FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving Concord and
the surrounding area since 1958

OUIMET BROS

FD1006

Cremation and

'Sales & Burial Services
Service|  (925) 686-1366 |55 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521

Mark Fraschieri, Parishioner * Contractor's License #220289

925-682-4242 - www.ouimetbrothers.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
2 of the Sea of the United States of America
§Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& (Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicGruisesandTours.com

Oak Park Hills Chapel
Funerals and Cremations
925-934-6500

www.OakParkHillsChapel.com
“Serving Catholic Families Since 1961”

KEN SMITH ROOFING
All Your Roofing Needs
New Roofs * Re-Roofs * Repairs

20 Years Experience 925-788'0262

Lic #645964 » Bonded

JENNIFER MARTIN, D.D.S.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Please Call For Complimentary
NEW Patient Examination

(925) 676-8485

401 Gregory Lane, Ste 126

Ay
3¢ invisalign

drjennifermartin.com

Christine

OUR EMPHASIS IS ON CARING AND PERSONALIZED SERVICE. Sam pson
Y Investment Management ® Financial Planning * Retirement Planning
7= Q} d Portfolio Reviews * Retirement Income Strategies ® Long-Term Care 91%25()'(?3? Ea.r?;\fi2
) § r .
A | Frank X. Aceves, Jr., CFP HOME © LIFE « AUTO * BANK
@87 ] CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ | President | Wealth Advisor | LPL Registered Representative
Parishioner since 1996
925.357.8320 Ext. 103 www.oakwm.net
{ Frank X. Aceves, Jr. is a Registered Representative with, and offers securities through, LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.
‘ Investment advice offered through Strategic Wealth Advisors Group, A Registered Investment Advisor. Oak Wealth
OAKWEALTH MANAGEMENT Management, LLC and Strategic Wealth Advisors Group are separate entities from LPL Financial.
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PLUMBING & SEWER SERVICE
Since 1965

, 925-228-5242

www.erniesplumbingandsewer.com

Plumhing © Trenchless Sewer Replacement
n Maintenance & Septic Service © Water Heaters
g ¥y

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of
Catholic Parishes

Judy Mullen Olvera

Realtor, Windermere Diablo Realty

BRE Lic. #01332121 (925) 323-3628

Top Performer, Trusted Partner and 20 Years Experience

FINDaPARISH.com

Check It Out Today!

Lic# 802333

W

RKL BUILDERS Building Relationships
RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner
Kitchens, Baths, Additions,

New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Cell 510-453-6547 Phone/Fax 925-685-2031

Start planning today
¢ Cemetery * Family Estates
¢ Cremations * Funerals

e —
“ T[] Illll

Ok /fmfzf
Memorial Park & Mortuary
Call (925) 935-3311 to schedule a PARK TOUR!
Mention this ad and receive a Promotional Discount!
Flexible Financing Terms available!
= Hablamos Espanol =
2099 Reliez Valley Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549

We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too
RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! e Lic# 1012424

MARK ROLANDELLI
CONSTRUCTION
New Homes e Kitchens e Baths ¢ Additions
Home Improvements e Repairs ¢ Remodeling

Ins. Work Lic. #507081 (925) 935-3100
Dawson Law Offices, Inc.

Attorneys At Law

Local civil litigation attorneys in most non-criminal areas of the law.
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.
TEL: (925) 718-1040 | darmanini@dawsonlawoffices.com

L

Linda Bachini

REAL ESTATE

JACK’S

RESTAURANT & BAR

Linda Bachini

REALTOR
DRE # 02098856

925-335-3198

Ibachini.realtyone @ gmail.com
200 Pringle Ave., Ste. 100., Walnut Creek, CA 94596

REALTY!

GROUP

3480 Buskirk Avenue, Ste. 205

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 60 Crescent Drive | Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 | (925) 849-6195

ILOVEJACKS.COM

519944 Christ the King Church (A)

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

www.jspaluch.com
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