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Christ the King Church

Daily Mass Times
Monday - Saturday 9am

Thursday
5:40pm Rosary, 6pm Mass

Every First Friday
5pm to 6pm Exposition
6pm Mass
Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 4pm Vigil
Sunday
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm

Private Confessions
Saturday 3pm to 3:30pm

Drive-Thru Communion
Sunday 11:30am to 12 noon
In front of the church

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm

St. Stephen Church

Daily Mass Times
Monday - Friday 8am

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 5pm Vigil
Sunday: 9:30am

Private Confessions
Saturday Before 5pm Mass

Drive-Thru Communion
Upon Request

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday 11am to 2pm

August 27, 2023

215T SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?”
Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” - Mt 16:15-16

To LIVE AND TO LOVE IN CHRIST

To HEAR THE GOSPEL AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Dear Friends,

Recently I read an article by The Rev. Harold (Skip) Masback titled, “Twin Calamities:
Declining Churches, Struggling Youth.” He talked about two important challenges facing
our congregations. He said, “Too many of our churches and our young are struggling. Too
many of our denominations and congregations are struggling because they are failing to
transmit the faith to a rising generation, and too many of our young are struggling because
they lack the foundations that were traditionally supplied by communities of the faith. To paraphrase the lyrics
of a great band from my “‘ge-ge-ge-generation,” neither the churches nor the kids are all right.”

According to Masback, what’s crucial is that these two dynamics, the trajectory of struggling churches and
the trend of struggling youth, are related — and neither of them will be resolved until we deepen the faith,
commitment, and professionalism with which we minister to our young.

We are facing both calamities in our Catholic world, and Christ the King -St. Stephen Parish is not immune
from it at all, in fact, we are steeped in a culture of taking our faith and the religious formation of our children
and young people for granted. Deacon John shared with me the current RE registration (Grades 1-8) statistics
and it is appalling with a meager 127 students registered as of now.

Teaching religion lessons is different from teaching other subject areas, because in faith formation, we do not
teach a subject, we facilitate an encounter with Jesus Christ! Make this a priority. While your children have
many lessons they need to keep up on at home, do your best to make faith formation a priority by registering
them for classes. At home, you can do this by setting aside a separate time from other lessons so that your
children know that learning about Jesus is a priority.

Set aside a space. To reinforce that faith formation is unlike the subjects that chil-
dren are studying, designate a separate space for working on religion lessons. Add a
sense of the sacred by placing a Bible, a crucifix, a candle, or some other sacred ob-
ject in this space.

The Yale University studies have established the declining mental health and well-
being of adolescents today. The proof of correlation does not necessarily mean proof
of causation. Still, there is a worrisome decline in adolescent well-being that paral-
/| lels the decline in religious affiliation and connectedness. Studies on adults and one

study on youth suggested that each successive generation since 1940 is at greater
risk of developing depressive disorders and that these disorders have their onset at a younger age.

David F. White noted in “Practicing a Theology of Youth, Spirit and Vocation,” “In 1970, [of] entering college
freshman 70 percent of them could talk about their hopes for a vocation that served a common good. Less
than 30 percent lacked this sense of purpose. That statistic has flipped now.” He states that less than 30 per-
cent of entering college freshman can talk about their hopes for a vocation that serve a common good; more
than 79 percent report a lack of this sense of purpose. And that has so much to do with the lack of religious
formation of our children and young people.

When the church ministers to its youth with passion, commitment, and professionalism, it provides the nurtur-
ing they require for human flourishing and reaps the fruits of their regenerative energies. When we as parents
do not — because we’ve set other priorities, or don’t mobilize the resources, or undervalue the importance of
religious formation — we set a stumbling block before our children. As we have seen, the consequences of this
neglect are calamitous for both the churches and the children that we know and love.

Fr. Paulson
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UPCOMING CTK MASS INTENTIONS UPCOMING SS MASS INTENTIONS

Aug. 28 [Mon. |9:00am |Rafaela Leon, Healing Aug.26 |Sat. |5:00pm |St. Stephen Parishioners
Aug.29 | Tues. |9:00am | Michacl M}lrphy i Aug.27 [Sun. ]9:30am |Yvette Cormier

Donald Wijekoon f

Pewee Abasolo f Aug. 28 |Mon. |8:00am [Rosemary Koepke, Healing
Aug. 30 [Wed. [9:00am |Cecelia Quyen Nguyen Aug. 29  |Tues. |8:00am

George Viani f Aug. 30 | Weds. | 8:00am
Aug. 31 [Thurs. |9:00am | Spencer Swan Aug. 31 Thur. |8:00am
Sept. 1 |Fri. |9:00am |Cecelia Quyen Nguyen Sept. 1 Fri. |8:00am

Julie Pacis f Sept. 2 Sat. |5:00pm [St. Stephen Parishioners

Marie Del Rosario

Sept. 2 | Sat. 9:00am | Myrna Delos Reyes

Sept. 3 Sun. |9:30am |[Jim Vranesh

Sept.2  |Sat.  |4:00pm | Anatolia Morata f Dear Parishioners of CTK-Saint Stephen's.
Milaria Morata ¥ The Saint Stephen's Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
Paz Rubio ety extends a heartfelt THANK YOU to all individuals who do-
Teoto Morata nated items to the recent "Baby Shower" benefitting the Hill-
Mary Ann Reyes crest Congregational Church Layette Program. Your generosity

Sept. 3 Sun. 7:30am [ Damiano Sarafini was BOTH touching and overwhelming. Over 400 items of new
Michelina Serafini baby clothing were donated as well as $40 in cash, baby wipes,
Jack Cardoza 1 and other incidentals used in our layettes. Additionally, the

gently used clothing items were usable.

The handmade quilts, hand knit baby blankets and hats and
diaper bags were clearly made with skill and love.

We are grateful for the support to the Hillcrest Congregational
Layette program shown by Saint Stephen's Parishioners.

Sept. 3 |Sun. |9:00am |Michael O’Neill f
Hanna O’Neill
Maureen O’Neill
Jenna Betti T
Duncan Reeves 1

Sept. 3 Sun. 10:30am | Virgil A. Lawrence t In Gratitude,
Rosina Biancanillo Saint Stephen's St. Vincent de Paul Conference and Hillcrest
Melchor Buenviaje Congregational Church Layette Team

Sept. 3 Sun. [4:00pm I (e




Scan the QR
Code to RSVP

You’re Invited to our First Annual CTK-St. Stephen Parish Picnic

For the Entire Family!

Sunday, September 17th - 1pm to 3pm

The picnic will be on the Large Lawn at CTK

BBQ Food, Fun, and Yard Games!

The cost is Free! But please rsvp at ctkph.org,

call the CTK office or scan the QR Code.

Our Special Second Collection this
weekend - August 26 and 27

Be gracious
to us, O Lord,
for we are
in distress.

Funds will go to Catholic Charities in
Hawaii to help with
relief efforts in Maui.

Thank you for your generosity!

CTK First Friday

This Friday, September 1st is our
Monthly First Friday Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament

Exposition: 5pm to 6pm
This will be time for quiet prayer.
Mass: 6pm in the church

Welcome for our Confirmation Candidates
First session: September 10th!

_\\"ff Join us at the 4:00 PM Youth Mass

Sunday, September 10th
/) As we welcome and bless this year’s CTK
- St. Stephen Confirmation Candidates.

Limited openings still AVAILABLE
Register online at ctkph.org
Questions? Contact Mike Aliscad at maliscad@ctkph.org

Join the CTK Family Choir!

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday
f at CTK, singing is a family
affair!  Last year, we
launched a Family Choir at
our 9:00 mass, and we'd love to invite more families to
join in the fun.

The Family Choir is open to children of all ages and
their families (children must come with at least one
adult), and is focused on familiar and learnable music.
No formal musical training is necessary - just a love of
music and the ability to either attend a bi-weekly re-
hearsal or learn music at home.

If you have any questions or would like to sign up,

please e-mail Jennifer Bennett at:
jenniferbennett1011@gmail.com. Thanks and hope to
see you in the choir loft this fall!

Faith Formation Registration

Register Today!
— For the School Year 2023-2024

Registration is open for

Religious Education

Kindergarten to 6th grade

Please visit our website at ctkph.org to register.
Registration deadline is September 7

CTK Eucharistic Minister Training
Monday, September 11

Would you like to participate in
parish ministry without an extra
time commitment? Join our minis-
ters of the Eucharist — by helping
to distribute Holy Communion dur-
ing the weekend Mass of your
choice. What a privilege it is to serve God and the com-
munity in this way!

Eucharistic Minister training on Monday, September 11,
7:00 pm in the Church with a greeting from Fr. Paulson
and an introduction to the Eucharist by Sr. Dominic. Con-
tact Kieran Chan, kierankc@pacbell.net with questions.




Can you volunteer one hour a week?

We are still in need of ministers to go to local
VOLUNTEER e o T 280 0
care facilities/assisted living facilities to bring
Communion to the Catholic residents. If you
have questions or are interested to serve in this

ministry ~ please contact Sr. Dominic Marie at
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com or 925-246-1122

Adult Faith Formation

Join us for a deeper look at the Gospel of Mark with Fr. Jose, PhD.
Professor of Sacred Scripture

Mark presents the urgency with which Jesus ushers in God's kingdom. In the pro-
cess, he organizes the 12 apostles to take forward his mission. Mark presents 7
phases in discipling:

Phase 1 = the disciples are called
.y Phase 2 = the disciples are chosen
»_ Phase 3 = the disciples are sent forth
Phase 4 = the disciples return to Jesus
Phase 5 = the identity of Jesus is revealed and an ongo-
ing formation follows
Phase 6 = the disciples journey to Jerusalem and they
falter, they flee
Phase 7 = the disciples return to Galilee and they are
rehabilitated and sent forth

St. Stephen Church - Chapel
Thursday mornings at 10:00am
CTK Ministry Center Chapel
Thursday evenings at 6:30pm

A discussion of Fr. James Martin's new book,
"Come Forth: The Promise of Jesus's Greatest Miracle",
will begin on Monday, September 18, at
10:30 am in the CTK Ministry Chapel.
come The Lazarus story will be divided into 4 sections for discus-
FORTH sions over 4 Mondays, with a final discussion of the entire

e Framis o devan
Diuanawt Maucie

: book on October 16. Join us for deeper weekly discussions or
m for an overview on October 16. The book is available on Ama-
|

zon and Thriftbooks, and as an ebook.

“Wonderful Women of the Word”

Mondays: September 18 - November 6
7:00-8:30 pm - CTK Parish Hall

2R

1tk :
lpEy e ) )
_'1‘1"'-:.'-."-.' =1 Kathy Roberts will present an eight-week study centered on
some of the wonderful, wise, and even wicked women of
the Scriptures. The format will include questions, discussion, and teaching.

Register at ctkph.org or by scanning the QR code

CTK STAFF CONTACTS

CTK Office: office@ctkph.org
195A Brandon Rd.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Fr. Paulson Mundanmani
925-682-2486
paulson.ctk@gmail.com

Fr. Lee Chompoochan
925-682-2486
lleescj49@hotmail.com

Deacon John Ashmore
925-686-1017
faithformation@ctkph.org

Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP
925-246-1122
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com

Dr. Joe Silveira, Principal
925-685-1109
jsilveira@ctkschool.org

Helen Christian, Office Manager
925-682-2486
hchristian326@gmail.com

Kathy Ridgway, Parish Office
925-682-2486
kridgway02@gmail.com

Mike Aliscad, Youth Minister
925-246-1128
maliscad@ctkph.org

Rosa Panelli, RE Office
925-686-1017
rpanellictkre@gmail.com

Jennifer Bennett, Music Ministry
jenniferbennett1011@gmail.com

ST. STEPHEN STAFF
CONTACTS

St. Stephen Office:
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
1101 Keaveny Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

Chris Lang, St. Stephen Liaison
saintstephenwc@gmail.com
925-274-1341

Joann Kurpinsky/Nancy Gizdich
925-274-1341
Bookkeeperssp@gmail.com




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“I will place the key of the House of David on
Eliakim’s shoulder;
when he opens, no one shall shut,
when he shuts, no one shall open.” (Is 22:22)

Psalm:
Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of
your hands. (Ps 138)

Second Reading:

For from him and through him and for him are
all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen. (Rom 11:36)

Gospel:

And so | say to you, you are Peter,
and upon this rock | will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail

against it.

| will give you the keys to the kingdem of heaven.”
(Mt 16:18-19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.The English translation of

Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, international Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights resarved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Observances for the week of
August 27, 2023

Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church

Tuesday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist

Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

TERESK
FARDELLA -
DI BLASI

Saint of the week

Despite being forced into marriage at 16,
Venerable Teresa Fardella de Blasi still
pursued her heart's desire to serve the
poor wherever she lived with her husband.
Originally from New York, she founded and
eventually joined the Poor Daughters of
the Crowned Virgin in ltaly.

Prayer

O loving Jesus, please grant that Your
servant, Venerable Teresa Fardella de
Blasi, who worked selflessly for poor and
homeless children and adolescents, may,
through the intercession of Mary Queen
of Heaven, be glorified by visible signs
and miracles; so that for Your glory and
salvation of souls, she may, by Your power,
be declared Blessed. Amen.

SLPi SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2023 | 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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FAMILY DWNED FOR 21 YEARS

MARK BENDA, USHER
925-689-7322
1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA
ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS
WE SELL:
Crown Moulding - Base Boards

California @

Assorted Trim - Chair Rail - Pre-Primed thho"c M qll.Ch 'Com / CA

Cathalic Cruises and Tours and The
of the Sea of the United States of America SUPPORT
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. OUR
Call us today at B60-399-1785 or email

E ours.com
eileen@CatholicCruisesandT A PARISH

T
LA .

PLEASANT HILL COLLISION
(925) 939-1160 * 939-1280 Fax

Pezz=_ W All Insurance Claims Welcome

m * Autobody * Refinishing * Frame * Glass

1581 Oak Park Blvd., Pleasant Hill

THE MAHER LAW GROUP
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
VINCENT R. MAHER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST
www.themaherlawgroup.com
Tel: (925) 489-1500 | vince@vincemaherlaw.com
724 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533

WE APPRECIATE OUR
ADVERTISERS!

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

© ADT-Monitored Home Security =
E Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust % Place Your Ad Here and

o & e 833-287-3502 [aor SLIpporl: our Parish!

PLEASANT HILL DENTISTRY S} @ FREE  Instantly create and
RANDY B. BAUTISTA, INC. AD DESIGN | purchase an ad with

W

Family Dentistry ° Invisalign : DL =)
Same Day Crown Cerec i A of this space AD CREATDR STunlﬂ

Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry ‘"

www.pleasanthilldentistry.com
pleasanthilldentistry@gmail.com

925-685-8587 « PARISHIONER
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F.P. GORSKI & SON
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
CaA Lo

Custom Homes ¢ Additions ¢ Remodeling

FRANZ P. GORSKI & SON

Family Owned and Operated / Parishioners ;
OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE e Hill « ¢
(925) 457-1688 fpgorski@yahoo.com Denia Aggetta Shields, Parishioner

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 ® www.4lpi.com Christ the King Church, Pleasant Hill, CA B 4C 05-4159




[E%5he
oA .F1CONCORD FUNERAL CHAPEL
m .E:-:i e ﬂ SUPPORT DU”E'I)EII!IGBHOS ﬁ Serving Concond and

Diablo Valley Funeral Group OUR PARISH h' the surrounding area since 1958

L]
DIABLO VALLEY CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES
CONCORD FD 2235 - ANTIOCH FD 2331 - PINOLE FD 2333
Diablovalleycremation.com * 925-998-0303

DIABLO VALLEY FUNERAL HOME
CONCORD FD 873 - SERVING THE DIABLO VALLEY AREA SINCE 1949
Diablovalleyfuneralhome.com ¢ 925-682-1100

Cremation and

Burial Services
4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521
925-682-4242 « www.onimethrothers.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

S A‘

-4 FF @‘COMPARE
AD D =i

JENNIFERMARTIN DDS F.I“ll..,\' OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1983
i | 4s%szzzeses c-\ Sales &| .
ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS [ /s 4™ By | Service| (925} 686-1366
[ g Please Call For Complimentary y Mark Fraschieri, Parishioner * Contractor’s License #220289
NEW Patient Examination KEN SMITH ROO!

All Your Roofing Needs

~ g ' 0-9 9 (925) 676 8485 New Roofs - Re-Roofs + Repairs

40 go drje : Qi e Ereetenee 9957880262

Lic #545364 « Bonded

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

it e v B cathollcmqtch \Jll|_&% StateFarm

Louisiana
0z 1% CatholicMatch.com/LA hristine
M Kros - : ampson
' ' > 925.685.9752
\mfﬁ“h 1920 Oak Park Blvd.
it OO N ‘- H‘" 3 Y ! HOME « LIFE = AUTO « BANK
TWO BAY AREA LOCATION& —
Oakland & San Francisco : DPOR & - ﬁ" pARKSIDE
(510) 444-5244 | (415) 621-6627 : - _ A D - o — - ' :
www.frenchbros.com o S00-950-99
|G @frenchbros -4 E Don Do DDS
- - (925) 689-2800
] ' | www.parksidepediatricdentists.com

AD ES u ‘ = s etwo Delta e e
0| I l.'\.:‘ . 4 3 l‘ gna ardia B e eld
febonch 4 ; : \ Judy Mullen Olvera

Realtor, Windermere Diablo Realty

BRE Lic. 01332121 (925) 323-3628

Top Parformer, Trusted Partner and 20 Years Experiance

+ TRANQUILITY (% - " ., RKI BUILDERS Building Relationships

HEALTH ) RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner
. . ; e Kitchens, Baths, Additions,
Onsite Dental Care For Residents Y New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim
of Senior Living Communities " RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
émar&da Amaro, DDS W Cell 510-453-6547 Phone/Fax 925-685-2031
QUAGER Certified Dementia We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too
Provider Doctors RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! » Lic# 1012424
Bedside Care
Available

925-644-2700

MARK ROLANDELLI

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

CONSTHUCTIDN E Get 28-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust
New Homes » Kitchens » Balhs » Additions
Home Improvements « Repairs « Remodeling JERCI TG ERY F
Ins. Work Lic. #507081 (925) 935-3100 |k

T ¥ FF 3480 Buskirk A , Ste. 205 & : z
Dﬂ\’\'bol—il}.ﬂ‘ﬂ q{l;lces" InC' p|H=a:|sH:“ ::r;qua - d : 60 Crescent Drive | Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 | (925) 849-6195
Attorneys AW B » LA B89
Local civil litigation attorr 1 most non-criminal g of the law. |
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTA ILOVEJACKS.COM

az

18-1040 | darmanini@dawsonlawoffice
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

Christ the King Church, Pleasant Hill, CA A 4C 05-4159




