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Gender usage in writing: We are conscious of gender references to God in the Scripture texts.  
Often, attempts to rewrite these passages result in awkward sentence structures. We have left  
the biblical translations as they are but do our best to be inclusive in all other parts of the reflection.   
 

Opening Prayer 
(edited for use here) 
 

God raised Christ from the dead and seated him at God’s right hand in the  
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion.  
 —Ephesians 1: 20-21 
 
Think Higher Power. . . then go higher.  
Imagine the embodiment of God’s love,  
the divine Presence, God’s intimacy, 
as the absolute fundament of Creation. 
 
The love that begets you, that walks with you, 
the tenderness that feels your wounds and dries your tears, 
the noble courage that sees the magnificent in you, 
the beauty that unfolds in you as in lilacs and galaxies, 
the love that will die for you, and does, over and over, 
the love that is the most powerful thing in the universe. 
 
Imagine all our little tragedies gathered up 
into those immense but gentle arms, 
every sin and every triumph blessed, 
every child and every tyrant held  
in those tender, wounded hands. 
 
The All of everything, the Is of the universe, 
the One of infinite belovedness, 
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Christ, your Heavenly Lover, 
above all and including all  
and redeeming all of it. All of it!  
Offer wonder, praise, and trust. 
 
by Steve Garnaas-Holmes, from Unfolding Light  
 

Second Sunday of Easter Season Readings 
Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35   “The community of believers was of one mind and 
heart.” 
 
Psalm 118: 2-4, 13-15, 22-24   “Let the house of Israel say, ‘His mercy endures 
forever.” 
 
First Letter of St. John 5: 1-6   “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ  
is begotten by God.” 
 
John 20: 19-31   “Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be  
with you.’”  
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4: 32-35)  

“The whole community of believers was one in heart 
and mind. No one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions; but rather, they shared all things  
in common. With great power, the apostles bore 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, for all 
of them were living in an exceptional time of grace. 
There was no needy person among them,  
for those who owned land or houses, sold them  

   and brought the proceeds of the sale. And they laid 
   them at the feet of the apostles, who distributed it,  
   according to each one’s need.” 

Personal Reflection  
Placing everything in common required a spirit of detachment; also a sense  
of responsibility and organization. Those who shared their goods found inspiration  
in the desire to remove divisions, especially around the issues of wealth and status. 
This passage from Acts might lead us to conclude that all of the earliest Christians 
practiced total community sharing. We read in Acts 4: 36, however, that a man named 
Barnabas in Cyprus sold one of his fields and gave the money to the poor (see also 
Acts 5: 1-4).  
 
—    What is my personal track record for giving some of what I have to the poor,  
either directly or through the Church and other charitable organizations? 
 
—    How do I decide how much I can donate—or will—at any one time? When have I 
given till it “hurt” (or “felt right”)?  

Early Christian community sharing 
what they have—Laurent de la Hyre 

(1606-1656) 

https://www.unfoldinglight.net/about
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—    In addition to direct money offerings, how freely do I share my valuable time and 
talent with my parish and other nonprofit organizations? 
 
Responsorial Psalm 118  (2-4, 13-15, 22-24)    
A processional song of praise 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good: 
his love is everlasting. 

 
Let Israel say, “His loving kindness endures forever.” 

Let the house of Aaron say,  
“His loving kindness endures forever.” 

Let those who revere Yahweh say,  
“His loving kindness endures forever.” 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good: 

his love is everlasting. 
 

I was pushed hard and about to fall,  
but Yahweh came to my help.  

Yahweh is my strength and my song;  
Yahweh has become my salvation. 

Joyful shouts of victory are heard in the tents of the just:  
“The right hand of Yahweh strikes mightily.” 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good: 
his love is everlasting. 

 
 The stone rejected by the builders  

has become the cornerstone. 
This was Yahweh’s doing and we marvel at it. 

This is the day Yahweh has made;  
so let us rejoice and be glad. 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good: 
his love is everlasting. 

 
 
 

Personal Reflection 
Psalm 118 portrays the power of God to bring life from the dead. Along with Psalms 
113-117, it belongs to the “Hallel” psalms. Hallel stands for a portion of the service  
at  certain Jewish festivals. This psalm of praise is of utmost importance. In Judaism, 
the faithful read it during the Passover celebration and magnifies the topic  
of redemption in the Messiah. The core of this psalm expresses gratitude, admiration, 
joy, and praise of our God. 
 

Found at Daily Bible Verse 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_118
https://daily-bible-verse.net/psalm118-24.html


[If you missed this in the reflection for the 5th Sunday of Lent, you might enjoy watching Denzel 
Washington's “Life Advice” to college graduates(12 min.)—a truly inspiring reflection on how the 
“stone rejected” for one building may still become another building’s “cornerstone.”] 
 

—    If I ever felt like the “stone rejected by the builders,” how did I deal with that 
rejection? Did it crush me? Or did I go on to prove that I too had cornerstone potential? 
As I reflect on both experiences, what overall life lesson(s) did I learn from them?  
 
”This is the day Yahweh has made; so let us rejoice and be glad.” 
—    Each new morning arrives as God’s gift to me, how do I receive it? With enthusiasm? 
Grudgingly? With dread? Or some other mindset (specify what each felt like, what  
I learned)? 
 
A Reading from First Letter of St. John (5: 1-6) 

“All those, who believe that Jesus is the Anointed, are born of God; whoever loves 
the Father, loves the Son. How may we know that we love the children of God? If we 
love God and fulfill his commands, for God’s love requires us to keep his commands. 
In fact, his commandments are not a burden because all those born of God overcome 
the world. And the victory, which overcomes the world, is our faith.  

“Who has overcome the world? The one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 
Jesus Christ was acknowledged through water, but also through blood. Not only 
water, but water and blood. And the Spirit, too, witnesses to him, for the Spirit  
is truth.” 
 
Personal Reflection 

God-Love asks us to believe in his Son and receive the gift of faith as a victory.  
In the Book of Revelation, John gives hope to persecuted believers, showing them  
the victory they share with Christ simply because they believe in him. John expresses 
the same idea in his first letter to the churches, but in a different way. Our greatest 
victory? Attaining in this life our inheritance as children of God and reaching  the 
eternal life of God himself. Those who believe in Christ have already come to the truth 
of God.  
 
“Who has overcome the world? The one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”  
—    In what ways have I “overcome the world”? In what areas have I not? How do I still 
cling to “the world”?   
 
“How may we know that we love the children of God?” 
—    How do I know I love all God’s children?  
 
—    Whom do I exclude from my love? Why? If I pick and choose those whom I love, what 
standards have I set for others’ worthiness of my love?  
 
We are all “works in progress,” but “progress” implies a scale.  
—    Being honest and without short-changing my efforts, where do I rank myself  today 
on that scale? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3FfL46OzYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3FfL46OzYI


 
Proclamation from the Gospel according to John (20: 19-31)    

“On the evening of that day, the first day after the Sabbath, the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, because of their fear of the Jews. But Jesus came, and stood 
among them, and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’  

“Then he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples, seeing the Lord, were 
full of joy. Again Jesus said to them, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.’ After saying this, he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit! Those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’  

“Thomas, the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The 
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’  

“But he replied, ‘Until I have seen in his hands the print of the nails and put my  
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.’  

Eight days later, the disciples were again 
inside the house and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you!”  

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, 
and see my hands; stretch out your hand, and put 
it into my side. Do not continue in your unbelief 
but believe!’  

“Thomas said, ‘You are my Lord and my God.’  
“Jesus replied, ‘You believe because you see 

me, don’t you? Happy are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  
“There were many other signs that Jesus gave in the presence of his disciples, but 

they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded, so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Believe, and you will have life through his name!” 

 
Personal Reflection 

We who strive for a spiritual life suffer from a keen awareness of the universal 
presence of personal and worldwide sin. We may even suffer spiritually from not yet 
attaining our own total liberation from sin. The capacity to forgive is the only power 
capable of releasing the great tensions existing within humankind. The twelve 
apostles (including Judas) received and affirmed their ordination as priests at the Last 
Supper. Only John held tight to his ordination. Within hours all the others had 
defected. Jesus did not disown them. Instead he forgave and gave them grace to renew 
their commitment to him. Forgiveness of sin is Jesus’ greatest gift to the Church. 
Someone who cannot forgive doesn’t know how to love. By making us aware of sin 
and purifying us from it, the Church helps us demonstrate a more authentic love for 
God and neighbor. 

 

—    In what specific ways do I identify with Thomas in this reading? 

 

The risen Christ and Thomas  
by Caravaggio (1571-1610) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caravaggio


—    How does Jesus’ forgiveness of his betrayers, especially Judas and Peter, give me 
hope of forgiveness for my past and present moral failings?  

 
The Week Ahead 
 
Journaling Prompts 
—   Based on this weekend’s Scripture readings, what does the Risen Christ ask me to do 
this week regarding . . .  
(1) the quality of the love I bring to my personal relationships . . . and  
(2) my life as an emissary of the Risen Christ, charged with bringing his values and grace 
to the people with whom I interact in person and on social media? 
 
—   Who this week needs to hear from me some expression of love?  
Who needs to receive from me the sharing a moment of laughter and personal concern? 
Why do I hesitate? 
 
Take some time to write about your experience and feelings about events occurring in 
your life today and what you see happening across our country.     
 
For Inspirational Viewing/Listening  
 
Music: 
 
Andrea Bocelli’s 2020 Easter concert from Il Duomo in Milan (“duomo” means 
cathedral in Italian). This concert took place in a Covid-emptied sacred space,  
not long after Bocelli himself recovered from the disease. 
 
Website: 
 
“Why Easter is called Easter,” and other facts about the holiday and how we came to 
celebrate it when and how we do. 
 
Book: 
 
The Risen Christ by Caryll Houselander—eight reflections on the meaning the 
resurrection (in Kindle and paperback), 91 pgs. 
 
Preview of Next Week’s Scriptures  
 
3rd Sunday of Easter    
Acts of the Apostles 3:13-15, 17-19   Peter said to the people, “I know you acted out of 
ignorance, but God has brought to fulfillment what he announced beforehand.” 
Psalm 4: 2, 4, 7-9   “O Lord, let the light of your countenance shine upon us!” 
I John 2: 1-5   “Whoever keep his word, the love of God is truly perfected in them.” 
Luke 24: 35-48   “He stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huTUOek4LgU
https://theconversation.com/why-easter-is-called-easter-and-other-little-known-facts-about-the-holiday-75025
https://www.amazon.com/Risen-Christ-Forty-After-Resurrection-ebook/dp/B07H8MKZXK/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+risen+Christ+houselander&qid=1616698695&sr=8-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caryll_Houselander


 
Closing Prayer 
(edited for use here) 
 

Lord, take me . . . 
 
by Father Mychal Judge  
(FDNY, died 9/11/2001 and certified  
as the first death. He bears the number,  
Victim #0001) 
 
Lord, take me where you want me to go. 
Let me meet who you want me to meet. 
Tell me what you want me to say. 
And keep me out of your way. 
Amen 

 

Questions?  

Send any questions or comments you might have to algarrotto@comcast.net 
 
The Sunday readings are from Christian Community Bible: Catholic Pastoral Edition  

© 1999, Bernardo Hurault and Patricia Grogan, FCJ. Imprimatur:  
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines 

 
Questions and Commentaries © 2021 Alfred J. Garrotto 

(follow this link to my spiritual novel, Bishop Myriel: In His Own Words) 
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https://www.amazon.com/Bishop-Myriel-Words-Wisdom-Miserables-ebook/dp/B084FVJQBX/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3KZ3QWA8K7OMG&dchild=1&keywords=bishop+myriel+in+his+own+words&qid=1586118658&s=books&sprefix=bishop+myriel%2Cstripbooks%2C200&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Bishop-Myriel-Words-Wisdom-Miserables/dp/057864441X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1N5PGXC44PG1N&dchild=1&keywords=bishop+myriel+in+his+own+words&qid=1598125250&s=books&sprefix=bishop+myriel%2Cstripbooks%2C209&sr=1-1

