
   

 

 

 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE       October 31, 2018 

Congress is in recess until after the election. The Senate closed up two weeks ahead of its 
plan, and like the House, it  is now in recess until after the November midterm election. Upon its 
return, the congressional agenda will include finalizing the fiscal year (FY) 2019 appropriations 
for the remaining 7 of the 12 government-funding bills that are operating on an extension of FY 
2018 funding that expires on December 7.  The full-year funding bill for the Departments of 
Labor-HHS- Education has already been signed into law, along with the Defense, Energy-
Water, Legislative Branch, and Military Construction-VA funding bills.  Congress still needs to 
complete action on the following appropriations bills: 
 
In conference together as an omnibus funding bill, aka Minibus #3: Agriculture, Financial 
Services, Interior, Transportation-HUD 
 Conferees have met but there is no resolution. Rumor is that Congress might split this 
 omnibus into two smaller packages. We will wait to see what happens. 
 
Remaining bills: Homeland Security, Commerce-Justice-Science, and State-Foreign 
Operations 
 Neither the House nor the Senate have considered any of these bills on the floor 
 yet. The Homeland Security bills approved by the House and Senate Appropriations 
 Committees contain differing amounts for a southern border wall, but both are far below 
 the $25 billion that the Administration originally suggested and that some House 
 Republicans support.   
 
On October 26, House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) introduced a standalone border 
and immigration bill to provide a total of $23.4 billion over seven years for a wall, with $5.5 billion 
provided in the coming year. Debate on immigration policy and funding for the wall promises to 
be very contentious and could derail progress on at least this one bill.  
 
New director of Office of Special Education Programs at ED 
 
The Department of Education has announced that next month, Laurie VanderPloeg will become 
the director of the Office of Special Education Programs. She comes from Secretary DeVos’s 
state of Michigan, where VanderPloeg has a long career as a special education teacher and 
administrator. 


