Making Withdrawals

From the Weed
Seedbank

Often referred to as the "weed seedbank,” the soil in corn and soybean fields can
contain thousands of weed seeds per square foot. Deposits into the seedbank most
often occur from mature weeds setting seed in the field, but weeds can also enter
the seedbank by several other methods, including wind, water, animals and normall
field operations.

"Weed seeds deposited into the soil can remain viable for years to come,” says
Doug Jones, Market Development Specialist, Corteva Agriscience. On average, a
weed seed can persist in soil and still be capable of germinating for up to five years.
Tillage will increase that number, since weed seeds usually remain viable longer if
they are buried.

“The best way to reduce the number of seeds in the weed seedbank is to prevent
weeds from going to seed in the first place,” Jones says. “Fall burndown and residual
herbicide programs can prevent fall-emerging weeds from establishing, which will
provide a cleaner start next spring.”
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"When weeds first germinate, they are small and
vulnerable to crop protection programs, but as the
weeds get bigger, they require more aggressive management practices,” Jones
warns. “Incorporating residual herbicides into a full program approach gives
customers a better chance of success by managing fewer—and smaller—weeds.”

Whether your customers are looking for preplant, preemergence or postemergence
options, herbicides for a one- or two-pass approach, or herbicides with longer
residual activity, Corteva Agriscience can give your customers power over weeds
(and their future seeds). Learn more about the corn herbicide solutions offered

by Corteva at www.corteva.us/products-and-solutions/crop-protection/corn-
herbicides-portfolio.html.
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