SPOTLIGHT: PHYTOPHTHORA

Field Facts: Phytophthora

Phytophthora can attack soybeans at any time during the growing season and may present
as seed rot, seedling blight or root/stem rot.

+ Common names: Phytophthora, Phytophthora root rot (PRR), Phytophthora stem rot

+ Scientific name: Phytophthora sojae

+ Symptoms: Stem discoloration, discolored roots with less mass, yellow leaves, wilting and
plant death, especially during stress periods.

+ Conditions for development: PRR commonly occurs with heavy, poorly drained or compacted
soils and can occur on any soil saturated for an extended period of time. The ideall
temperature for infection is 60 F to 80 F. Successive years of soybeans on the same acres may
increase the potential for damage.

FAST FACTS
+ Phytophthora sojae is one of the most destructive + Above-ground symptoms of PRR may not be evident for
soybean pathogens in the northern growing regions several weeks after the initial infection.
and a major cause of stand establishment problems. - Yield reductions can range from as little as 5% to more than
+ The Phytophthora fungus can kill plants at all stages 50%, depending on the severity of the infection.
of growth. - Phytophthora can survive in soybean residue and in the soil.
CONTROL TIPS
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Lu m ise na Soybean seedlings inoculated with Phytophthora sojae disease disk.

Lumisena fungicide seed treatment remains in the root system, offering
protection even in a Phytophthora “hot zone" as demonstrated with the
roots growing through the diseased disk. Metalaxyl translocates upward,
so roots die or are severely injured upon contact with the diseased disk.
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