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Congregational Meeting Agenda 

St. John UCC 

Sunday March 2, 2025--9:30 a.m. 

 

❖ Call to Order ………………………...…Chris Bushman, Council President 

❖ Convening Prayer ………………………….………………...Rev. Lynn Martin 

❖ Establishment of a Quorum …...Jeanette Johnson, Council Secretary 

❖ Adoption of Previous Minutes 

❖ Adoption of the Agenda 

❖ Annual Reports: Questions and Discussion 

❖ Financial and Statistical Reports 

❖ Reports of Committees, Ministries and Groups 

❖ New business 

▪ Altrusa Luncheon 

▪ Lenten Gatherings 

▪ Storage Unit 

▪ Open and Affirming 

❖ Adjournment 

Church Council 2025 

Name 
Term/ 

Expiring 
E-mail address Phone 

Chris Bushman 
President 
1583 Acorn Court 
Menasha WI  54952 

2nd/2027 chrisbcritters55@gmail.com 920-205-2144 

Gary Holz 
Vice-President 
430 W. Weiland Ave. 
Appleton WI  54911-1966 

1st/2026 garyholz02@gmail.com 920-540-5534 

Jeanette Johnson 
Secretary 
585 W. Highland Park 
Ave., #1134 
Appleton WI  54911 

2nd /2026 leje73@hotmail.com 920-731-2638 

Carol Maynard 
Treasurer 
2040 East Plank Road, 
Unit 9 
Appleton WI  54915 

2nd/2024 
 

4820sterling@gmail.com 920-450-3753 

Linda DeBruin 
W5760 Wege Road 
Black Creek WI  54106 

1st /2027 ldeBruin22@gmail.com 920-749-1007 

Karen Kuhn 
N6560 Cty Rd. PP 
Black Creek WI  54106 

1st/2026 rabtmama@aol.com 920-984-3387 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
St John UCC 

Sunday February 18, 2024 
Meeting Minutes 

 
1. Call to order by Council President @ 9:30 AM 

2. Convening Prayer by Chris Bushman 

3. Establishment of Quorum :22 members present and signed in* 

4. Adoption of Previous minutes: Motion by Carol Maynard, 2nd by Paul Senner 

5. Adoption of the Agenda: Motion by Linda DeBruin and 2nd by Julieann Bushman 

6. Annual report: Questions and Discussion 

A. Financial and Statistical Reports 

1. Budget review 

2. Review of projects this past year 

3. Many other projects were presented for the congregation to evaluate. 

Group encouraged to give their input. Leaven was mentioned by Karen 

Grosnick and The Memory Project by Carol Maynard. Discussed some 

larger dollar amounts for long range planning such as St. Joseph’s Food 

Pantry expansion and the Veteran’s Village land contract. 

4. The Council has approved $750 for camp fees for 2 Scouts and $750 to be 

a sponsor at the annual Nami Luncheon in May. 

5. Motion made by Karen Kuhn and 2nd by Jeanne Senner to adopt the 

reports. 

B. Reports of committees: 

1. Jeanette Johson discussed the Missionary Guild which has been renamed 

Missionary Services to include all church members and friends to learn 

more about the needs in our community.  

2. Carol Maynard discussed the Twelve Corners Cemetery. They are looking 

for some help to trim areas in the cemetery.  

3. Motion made by Julieann Bushman and 2nd by Colleen Holz to accept the 

reports. 

C.  New Business: Chris reported that there will be future openings for new 

Council members and asked the members to join the Council if able.  

7.Motion to adjourn the meeting by Jeanne Senner and 2nd by Linda DeBruin 
@10:03 AM 
Respectively Submitted by Jeanette A. Johnson, Council Secretary 
 

*Karen Grosnick, Jeanette Johnson, Jane Salentine, Julieann Bushman, Chris 
Bushman, Jeanne Senner, Tom L. Krueger, Bob Schnabl, Paul Senner, Bruce Miller, 
Carol Maynard, Colleen Holz, Gary Holz, Julie Wohlt, Lucretia Fehrmann, Cath Yost, 
Linda DeBruin, Karen Kuhn, David Kuhn, Barb Wohlt, Harold Carlson, Tracy Dollevoet 
and Pastor Lynn Martin. 
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FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
St John UCC 

Sunday November 10, 2024 
 

7. Call to order by Council President @ 9:25 AM 

8. Convening Prayer by Chris Bushman 

9. Establishment of Quorum :17 members present and signed in* 

10. Adoption of Previous minutes: Motion by Julieann Bushman 2nd by Carol 

Maynard 

11. Adoption of the Agenda: Motion by Linda De Bruin and 2nd by Julieann Bushman 

12. New Business: 

D. 2025 Budget presented by Gary Holz for review. 

E. Review of Donations made by St. John’s UCC in 2024 which totaled 

$17,895.29 on October 31, 2024. 30 Children Blessing Bags were distributed 

to the AASD and 7 were taken to Immanuel by Pastor Lynn. A discussion 

regarding the donation to the Tauber Center increase to $375.00 monthly 

was discussed. Will work with them on our communication needs. 

F. Rev. Jim Klein Memorial Donation discussed with decision to donate $500 

to Moon Beach Campgrounds and $500 to the Sheboygan Players Group that 

he founded. Motion made by Julieann and 2nd by Karen. 

G. Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM): discussion to increase our monthly 

giving. Motion made by Carol to increase the amount from $200 to $400 per 

month. 2nd by Julieanne.  A motion made by Jeanne Senner after a 

discussion to donate $5000 to the UCC Disaster Relief Fund one time. 2nd by 

Julianne Bushman 

H. Discussion about quarterly gifts to our Treasurer. Motion made by Julieann 

Bushman to approve a quarterly gift of $900, 2nd by Paul Senner. This will 

become part of the Church Council meeting at the end of each quarter for 

approval.  

I. Recommendations were discussed for staff Christmas presents and will be 

finalized by the Council. 

7.Motion to adjourn the meeting by Jeanne Senner and 2nd by Bruce Miller 
@10:03 AM. 
Respectively Submitted by Jeanette A. Johnson, Council Secretary 
 

* Jane Salentine, Julieann Bushman, Chris Bushman, Jeanne Senner, Tom L. Krueger, 
Bob Schnabl, Paul Senner, Bruce Miller, Carol Maynard, Gary Holz, Lucretia Fehrmann, 
, Linda DeBruin, Karen Kuhn, David Kuhn,  Harold Carlson, Jeanette Johnson and 
Pastor Lynn Martin. 
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR 2023 
 

 
 
In-person Worship continues Sunday mornings at the Tauber Family Center. 
Immanuel UCC-Kaukauna. Worship Services were streamed on Facebook Live on 
Sundays in 2024 
 

2024 average worship attendance: 23 
 

 
 

 
 

Members Lost by Death……………….…..................………Earl Brinkman  
                                                                                                               Tim De Bruin 
                                                                                                     Pearl Hetherington 
                                                                                                          Kenneth Klarner 
                                                                                                              Gary Maynard 
                                                                                                             Sheila Sullivan 
 
Members Transferred by Request……….......................………Ron Gady 
                                                                                                                    Kelly Gady 
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Pastor’s Annual Report 2024 

I am generally a person who seeks to look ahead and to think of possibilities moving 

forward. Some years it is hard to look back and others it is easier. Thinking about and 

reflecting on 2024 is an easy year to consider. St John United Church of Christ – 

Appleton has had a good year. 

I want to celebrate with you all how our worship has grown. Maybe it has not grown in 

numbers but in devotion we have. More folks are willing to share in worship leadership 

and for that I am grateful. Others have stepped up to serve communion and that helps 

lead us in the Body of Christ. One growth that fills my heart is how many of you are 

willing to speak up and share at various times during worship – namely after the 

sermon. I love it when you have a story that you have heard or an insight that came to 

you or a remembrance of times past. How wonderful that we are growing in this way 

and I hope we continue to grow. 

Last year had us growing in our practice of prayer. Some weeks the 20 minute drive to 

Immanuel  was not long enough to consider all those lifted up in prayer. We prayed a lot 

for our own members and the burdens they carry. Our continued prayers for Barb W. 

played an important part in her treatment for cancer. Not only did we pray for those 

near and far but we heard reports of progress or pleas for more prayer. We built 

relationships centered on prayer. 

St John also grew in our fellowship and how we sit around and talk after worship and at 

the Lenten/Advent gatherings. Talking and listening to one another is crucial to how we 

grow together being willing to live in the moment with our siblings in Christ. I am proud 

of the way our fellowship times have grown. 

You have been involved in the mission opportunities of our church. At times it seems 

like a lot and yet there is so much more to be done. Donations to multiple agencies and 

people have shown us a caring congregation.  

Supporting and encouraging what we do and who we are is crucial to my life as your 

pastor. All the funerals I officiate and all the meetings in person and on Zoom are a 

chance for me to tell others about us – about St John. I am so excited to tell others what 

we have become – who we have become. 
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Last fall we had a sermon series on the “Be the Church” banner and I stressed the word 

“BE.” It is not only about the projects we do but WHO we are. One strong point is our 

goal to become and Open and Affirming congregation. We are well on our way to this 

designation and I am grateful for all who gather to share. 

I continue to have funerals for those without a church home. I work with O’Connell FH, 

Verkuilen Van Deurzen FH and now Valley FH. In my ordination and installation vows I 

promised to minister to the larger community and this is one way I can assist. I also 

participate in a Community of Practice group where I meet with other colleagues once a 

month to share about our ministry and life. I also serve on an association committee 

called Periodic Support. All of these areas keep me on my toes and do bring growth to 

me too. 

For all your support and feedback, I am grateful.  Here’s to another great year! 

Peace, 

Pastor 
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Church Council President Report 2024 
 

It has been over two years now that we have been 

worshipping at the Tauber Center and engaging in new 

mission opportunities. Pastor Lynn frequently shares her 

gratitude for our mission work and community. I see and feel 

this community, from the willingness to host coffee hour, 

supply and assemble items for blessing bags, and feeling the 

freedom to share our thoughts and ideas without fear of 

rejection. It is great to feel the support and prayers, which bonds us even closer 

together. 

We now start a new year, and should continue to challenge ourselves to be more giving 

and loving. There will be new Mission Service ideas that can be explored and engaged in, 

as well as continued support of organizations we have donated to previously. Our 

council has also decided that it is time to address the items we have in storage and get 

rid of things that we will never use. This should allow us to move to a smaller unit, 

saving us money. 

Another important goal for this year is the journey to become an Open and Affirming 

church. This is extremely important and personal for me, as I have a gay married 

brother, and some family members who cannot accept and love him for who he is 

because it doesn’t fit with their views, which breaks my heart. Loving unconditionally 

and without judgement should always be our guide, and standing up for others, “ doing 

justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God” should be our commitment 

and calling. Let us unite in bringing Jesus’ love to all! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chris Bushman, Church Council President 
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Wisconsin Conference UCC Year 2024 in Review 
 

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and 

rejoice.” Isaiah 60: 1 and 5 
 
I write this year-end Wisconsin Conference UCC summary on Epiphany Day and send it 
with prayers of light and love to you and your congregation. This day happens to 
coincide with the certification of Electoral College votes and the formal election of the 
next president of the United States. Four years ago, our Capitol was under siege by 
people seeking to undermine a free and fair election. This year we pray that the peace of 
Epiphany will abide. Inauguration Day, Jan. 20, this year coincides with the holiday 
commemorating the life and work of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In true UCC 
spirit, I invite you to pray for the dignity, equality and basic human rights of all who are 
marginalized or poor or feel unwelcome in this country.  
 
The Epiphany season is about Christ’s incarnation through the way we embody the 
teachings of Jesus. The role of the wider United Church of Christ is to resource, equip 
and support local churches in this vital ministry of incarnation. We do this in myriad 
ways, from guiding the Search and Call process and facilitating pastoral authorization, 
care and oversight; to our Damascus Project coursework and the training we offer on 
“best practices” for the church; to faith formation retreats and the many justice working 
groups that are eager to support your church’s local efforts.  
 
Sixteen months ago, the Conference Board of Directors and staff met in a retreat setting 
to begin conversations about the restructuring of our Conference life. Those discussions 
were an acknowledgment of the challenges inherent in maintaining two midlevel 
judicatories – the associations and Conference – in a Conference less than half the size 
of our founding membership in 1962. We wondered if unburdening ourselves of the 
many committee slots in the current structure might allow us to redeploy volunteer time 
and talent according to people’s passions.  
 
Throughout our conversations with stakeholders two ideas stood out like bright 
epiphanies – first, our desire to nurture UCC relationships beyond the local church, and 
second, our desire to collaborate in the sharing of ministry ideas and resources. This 
reframed the question about structural change from What are we letting go of? to What 
are we living into? Last fall, after several listening sessions and in consultation with 
Association leaders, the Board and staff recommended that we dissolve our four 
Associations at the Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting in June. We have scheduled 



11 

 

additional conversations in each Association in late February and early March for the 
purpose of sharing more details and illustrating the ways in which we might connect and 
support one another for greater ministry impact.  
 
So far, we have nearly completed the proposal for a unified Committee on Ministry with 
regional representation. We appreciated the generous mission and scholarship support 
provided by the Associations and have made provisions for continuing them. We have 
drafted a new framework for membership dues and are preparing to streamline 
Association finance ledgers. And we have created a graphic that explains the 
Conference-wide resource web by showing the connections among our many resource 
hubs and active working groups. Imagine all the innovative ideas that will surface! 
 
I feel the heart of this beloved Conference rejoicing at the advances we made in 2024: 

• We launched a new website. Check it out at wcucc.org.  

• We offered several marketing resources around the theme “Where God Is 
Still Speaking.” 

• We made progress on the Leadership Forward campaign, with more than 
$1.1 million pledged. 

• We expanded Damascus Project course offerings and added an online 
Confirmation program. 

• We created a volunteer Legacy Team that will accompany churches in 
closing decisions. 

• We challenged our congregations to surface 20 new potential pastors over 
two years. 

• We continued to strengthen our partnership with United Church Camps 
Inc. 

• We advanced our anti-racism training through a course taken by Board 
and staff in the fall. 

  
Joyfully submitted,   

 
 
The Rev. Franz Rigert 
Conference Minister  
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MISSION SERVICE 
2024 Annual Report 

 
We resumed our monthly meetings after taking January and 
February off due to difficult weather conditions. We sponsored the 
“Help the Homeless” Hygiene Drive from February to March by 

having a collection box placed at the Tauber Center. Thank you to all who participated to 
help our community. We also provided funds for the Upper Room Devotional books. A 
monetary donation of $50 was made to each of the speakers’ programs.  We did not 
convene in January and February. 
Our monthly meetings were: 
 

March: Janal Emmer of SOS Project Fox Valley provided information about the 
financial needs of people in crisis due to illness, accidents or fires s and her plans 
to be of assistance. We are sponsoring the Help the Homeless Box again this year 
and will focus on St. Joseph’s Food Program for the next several months. 

April: Jeannie Micke from Heads Up Fox Cities talked about her work with high 
school students who are homeless after they turn 18 and age out of foster care. A 
box was placed at Tauber Center for donations. 

May: Heather DuVall from St. Joseph’s Food program discussed the current 
program and the Capital Campaign for a needed expansion. 8 members of the 
congregation attended The Altrusa Sponsored NAMI Luncheon as gold 
sponsors/donators ($750).   

June: Julie Bargholtz and Holly Hayes from the Appleton School District 
discussed the school lunch program $ deficits. The program covers 15 Appleton 
Public Schools (elementary -high school). Also discussed varies closets, need for 
donations, and volunteer opportunities. 7# of goods taken to St, Joe’s and 
donations also taken to Heads UP program. 

July: Holly Keegan introduced us to her program; “Make A Ride Happen”. The 
program provides transportation to individuals for appointments. She 
coordinates with the volunteers who supply their vehicle.36# of groceries taken 
to St. Joe’s Food Pantry. 

August: We had the annual picnic hosted at Karen & David Kuhn’s residence. 
Beautiful day with lots of conversation and smiles. We enjoyed a tour of the 
orchard, garden and bee hives. 

September: The Speaker couldn’t attend due to illness. Decided to start filling 
“Blessing Bags” on Sept. 15 service and Jeanne Senner will continue to 
coordinate. 

October: The Boys and Girls Club of the Fox Cities, represented by Marissa and 
Melissa, who are Directors, discussed the programs. The organization is involved 
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in the various school systems throughout the valley in after school activities and 
summer school. Deliveries of collected products to St, Joe’s and Heads Up. 
Several members were involved in the annual NAMI Walk. 

November: Speaker was unable to attend. Meeting cancelled. 

December: A Christmas gathering was well attended @ the Black Bear 
Restaurant and we enjoyed good fellowship and food. 

Please consider joining the group on the 1st Thursday each month @ 1PM @ The Tauber 
Center. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Jeanette A. Johnson 
 

 
 

SCRIP 2024 Annual Report 
 

We thought we would share a few FYIs about SCRIP: 
 

• SCRIP cards are easy for everyday use, like gas and 
groceries! 

• There are hundreds of businesses available through 
SCRIP.   If you are curious about what businesses are 
available, you can check with us, or check 
out https://www.raiseright.com/brands 

• Each business provides a different percentage discount on the cards we purchase, 
anywhere from 1.5% up to 10%, and sometimes even more!     

• We purchase the cards at the discounted rate, but sell them to you at the face 
value that is used towards your purchase at that business.   That is how we make 
a profit to help the church with bills or special donations. 

• There are some local businesses not in RaiseRight that we get through another 
church partner.  If you have questions on those available local businesses, please 
ask! 

• SCRIP cards are safer than using your personal credit card online or even in 
stores, as no personal information is attached to that card.   BUT you should treat 
your SCRIP card like cash, because if you lose it, it is gone. 

• We try to order the first Sunday of every month from RaiseRight, our SCRIP card 
provider.   There is a shipping charge applied to our order, so we try to have a 
large order to offset the shipping costs, so our profits aren’t eaten up by the 
shipping cost.     

• If you have any large or special requests, please keep in mind the best time to ask 
for it is always before you need it, and hopefully before the first Sunday of the 
month.   

• We try to keep the most requested cards in stock.  If you have a business you visit 
often that we don’t carry, please ask! 

• SCRIP cards make great gifts!!! 

https://www.raiseright.com/brands
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Just a reminder: You can still purchase SCRIP cards, even if you or we, are not at church 
every Sunday.  Please reach out to Jeanne Senner or Linda De Bruin if you need any 
SCRIP cards or have other questions about the program. Thank you! 
 
Items SCRIP Funds Covered for 2024: 
Donation to Church for Bills - $5000.00 
Submitted by: Linda De Bruin 
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