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WASHINGTON, DC- On June 1, 2019, the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) 

unanimously adopted a resolution in support of the expansion of the Americas Competitiveness 

Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (ACE).  

NADO is a Washington, DC-based membership association of regional development organizations that 

promotes programs and policies that strengthen local governments, communities, and economies 

through regional cooperation, program delivery, and comprehensive strategies.  The association 

recognizes the importance of the ACE program which was created in 2014 as a partnership between the 

U.S. Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration, Economic Development 

Administration (EDA), the U.S. Department of State, and the Organization of American States.  ACE 

fosters the collaboration of decision makers from across the Western Hemisphere.  

NADO Board Member and Region Nine Development Commission (MN) Executive Director Nicole 

Griensewic Mickelson was selected to be an ACE Ambassador for the next two years and she will 

continue to advocate and support the program.  

ACE develops long-term global partnerships by encouraging collaboration and sharing of best practices 

in research, development, and commercialization of technology models as well as building mutually 

beneficial partnerships.  ACE has been proven to be successful in reducing transaction costs for global 

exchange of information, products, and ideas; eliminating barriers to commerce and trade; reducing 

business transaction risk; accelerating business, trade, and commerce transactions; and creating 

economic opportunity and development.  

Through innovation and entrepreneurship, ACE stimulates job creation through start-ups and business 

expansion as well as supporting emerging industries with strategies to develop and retain talent, 

develop infrastructures, and make other key investments. This is further supported with the 

encouragement and assistance for communities to co-organize ACE programs, seminars, and other 

capacity building initiatives that will help in identifying priorities for local development.  

The EDA’s design and implementation of Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies and 

investment in sites is a valuable experience for countries in the Americas as best practice models and 

connection points to stimulate economic growth within participating economies. NADO will continue to 

support and encourage communities across the country to host and participate in ACE to create the 

conditions for economic growth and opportunity; working with businesses, universities, communities, 

and workers to promote job creation, economic growth, sustainable development, and improved 

standards of living in the United States and within the Western Hemisphere.  
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“The immeasurable value of the connections and relationships that I have made through the ACE 

program continue to reinforce how important a program like this is.  As economic development leaders, 

it is important to continue to open doors to new markets that can only further strengthen our 

communities,” shared Griensewic Mickelson.  

### 

Since 1967 the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) has provided advocacy, 

education, networking, and research for the national network of 540 regional development 

organizations. NADO members provide professional, programmatic, and technical assistance to over 

2,300 counties and 15,000 municipalities. 

 


