Saint James Church
Love God. Love People. Build Community.

The Sunday after the Ascension
24 May 2020
10:30am
The Ascension. John Singleton Copley (1738-1815)

Please use this service sheet to lend your heart and voice as we worship together yet in separate locations.
We are streaming via Facebook Live on Sundays at 10:30am. Please visit and follow the Church’s Facebook page:
facebook.com/SaintJamesCharleston. The service is uploaded to YouTube immediately after its conclusion. Subscribe to
our YouTube channel here or by searching for Saint James Church, Charleston

The Opening Voluntary
The Introit

Praise Our God and King
Henry Baker (1698-1774), after John Milton (1608-1674); anonymous medieval carol

Praise, O Praise our God and King! Hymns of adoration sing; for His mercies still endure, ever faithful,
ever sure. Praise Him that He made the sun day by day its course to run. And the silver moon by night,
shining with her gentle light. Glory to our bounteous King! Glory let creation sing! Glory to the Father,
Son, and blest Spirit, Three in One.

The Opening Hymn

LLANFAIR

The Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40
The Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
The Songs of Praise

He Is Exalted
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Shout to the Lord

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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The First Lesson

Acts 1:6-14

English Standard Version

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”12 Then they returned to
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey
away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All
these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
Reader:
People:

The Psalm

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Omnes gentes, plaudite

O clap your hands together, all you peoples; *
O cry aloud unto God with shouts of joy.
2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.
3 He shall subdue the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.
4 He shall choose our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loved.
5 God has gone up with a shout of triumph, *
the Lord with the sound of the trumpet.
6 O sing praises, sing praises unto our God; *
O sing praises, sing praises unto our King.
7 For God is the King of all the earth; *
think upon his mighty acts and praise him with a song.
8 God reigns over the nations; *
God sits on his holy throne.
9 The princes of the peoples are gathered with the people of the God of Abraham; *
for the mighty upon earth have become the servants of the Lord,
and he is very highly exalted.
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Psalm 47

The Hymn

Mighty to Save
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The Holy Gospel
Reader:
People:

John 17:1-11

English Standard Version

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the
world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they
know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words
that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying
for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world,
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your
name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.
Reader:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev’d Elizabeth Bumpas

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our prayer.” For the peace of the
whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
For Foley, our Archbishop, Mark, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese
and Congregation.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and disciple
others.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the Ascension of Jesus to the right hand of the Father, and we look
forward to the coming of the Holy Spirit, to bring revival and refreshing to the church and to
each one of us, right here, right now.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service, [especially _____].
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith, [especially in _____].
For the peace of Jerusalem; for an end to all terrorism, hatred, and violence.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, [especially
_____].
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, [especially
_____,] in thanksgiving let us pray.
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
I invite your prayers and thanksgivings for anything on your heart.
Additional prayers are offered here.

Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant concludes with this or some other appropriate Collect.

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and
Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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The Confession and Absolution of Sin
The Deacon or other person appointed says the following

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
Silence may be kept. Minister and People, together

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop or Priest stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins
to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Comfortable Words
The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matt. 11:28
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John
2:1-2

The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with your spirit.
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The Announcements
Support the mission & ministry of Saint James by giving online: saint-james.org/giving

The Anthem

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Charles Wesley (1707-1788), text; Robert E. Lee (b. 1951), music

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light, Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph
o’er the shades of night; Dayspring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear. Dark and
cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; joyless is the day’s return till thy mercy’s beams I see; till
they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart. Visit then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom
of sin and grief; fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief; more and more thyself display, shining
to the perfect day.

The Presentation Hymn

OLD HUNDREDTH
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us, and has taken away the sin
of the world; who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again has won
for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
The Sanctus & Benedictus

(Hymnal S130)
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The Prayer of Consecration
The People kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had
sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only
Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he
became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon
the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved.
By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As
our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we might come with
confidence before the throne of grace.
On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is
given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for
you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in
remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be
for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may
worthily receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in
us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our
Lord face to face.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Fraction
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Celebrant and People together may say

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all
things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you,
together with all your faithful people of Saint James Church, and I embrace you with all the
affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
The Ministration of Communion
Facing the People, the Celebrant may say the following invitation

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those
who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
The Post-Communion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Heavenly Father,
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are
living members of the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now,
Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now
and for ever. Amen.
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The Blessing
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives this or an alternate blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.
The Closing Hymn

Soon and Very Soon

The Dismissal
Deacon:
People:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Closing Voluntary

Giving Last Week:

$13,377
needed: $14,158
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