Pirkei Avot
Text Study during the period of the Omer
Rabbi Shira Joseph
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(1) Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua
to the Elders, and the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets transmitted it to the Men of
the Great Assembly. They said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many
disciples and make a fence for the Torah.
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(14) He [Rabbi Hillel] used to say: If I am not for me, who will be for me? And when |
am for myself alone, what am 1? And if not now, then when?
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(15) Shammai says, "Make your Torah fixed, say little and do much, and receive every
person with a pleasant countenance."
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(16) He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: It is not your responsibility to finish the work, but
neither are you free to desist from it.
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(1) Ben Zoma says: Who is the wise one? He who learns from all men...
Who is the mighty one? He who conquers his impulse...

Who is the rich one? He who is happy with his lot...

Who is honored? He who honors the created beings...
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(2) Ben Azai says: Run to do an easy commandment as to a difficult one, and flee from
sin; since a commandment leads to another commandment, and a sin leads to another sin;
since the reward for a commandment is another commandment, and the reward for a sin
is another sin.
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