
5-28-25 Weekly Clinical Update 

Taking a break from the documentation series, this update will include very important 
information about last week’s AHCA State Affiliate Meeting.  

There is ongoing information about the Quality Award Program. The AHCA awards program 
has been proven to be a major advantage for facilities to increase the quality of care 
provided by individual facilities, which is the design of the program. Important dates 
include: 

• 2025 Program Notification Dates:  
o Bronze Notifications: May 29,  
o 2025 Silver Notifications: June 26, 2025  
o Gold Notifications: August 8, 2025 

• 2026 Program Dates: (All deadlines close at 8pm EST) 
o Application Packets and Criteria Series Launch: July 2025  
o Quality Award Portal and Intent to Apply Launch: August 2025 

▪ KHCA/KCAL Gold Quality Award Workshop: August 7, 2025 
▪ KHCA/KCAL Silver Quality Award Workshop: August 8, 2025 
▪ KHCA/KCAL Bronze Quality Award Workshop: November 4, 2025 

o Intent to Apply Deadline: November 13, 2025  
o Application Deadline: January 22, 2026 

HICPAC is finally doing a review of regulations that truly impacted the quality of life of 
residents during outbreaks. There was also discussion about regulatory and other 
regulatory-associated changes in the works: “HICPAC was a federal advisory committee 
appointed to provide advice and guidance to DHHS and CDC regarding the practice of 
infection control and strategies for surveillance, prevention, and control of healthcare-
associated infections, antimicrobial resistance and related events in United States 
healthcare settings.” HICPAC’s agenda includes:  

• Updating the 2007 Guidelines for Isolation Precautions .  
o COVID-19 infection control guidance*, including for healthcare personnel 

(return to work guidance).  
o Mask use for airborne pathogens.  
o Source control situations.  

       • Considerations for Use of Enhanced Barrer Precautions in Skilled Nursing 
Facilities  

https://www.khca.org/education/education-calendar/?ill_calendar_event_id=18957
https://www.khca.org/education/education-calendar/?ill_calendar_event_id=17408
https://www.khca.org/education/education-calendar/?ill_calendar_event_id=17414


*Risk period for transmission of SARS-CoV-2 and seasonal influenza: a rapid review – PMC 
Risk period for transmission of SARS-CoV-2 and seasonal influenza: a rapid review - PMC 

 

The profession is being offered a voice in several areas. There was also discussion of recent 
RFI’s from Executive Order 14192 including:  

• White House: Unlawful Regs – submitted April 16  
• Office of Management and Budget (OMB): Deregulation 2025-06316.pdf May 12- 

submitted  
• CMS: Unleashing Prosperity Through Deregulation of the Medicare Program– due 

June 10 Medicare Regulatory Relief | CMS 
• CMS: FY 2026 SNF PPS Proposed Rule measures – due June 10 , RFI for SNF 

QRP/quality 2025-06348.pdf 
• HHS/ASTP/ONC: Health Technology Ecosystem– due June 16 2025-08701.pdf 
• HHS: Ensuring Lawful Regulation and Unleashing Innovation to Make America 

Healthy Again– due July 14 2025-08384.pdf 

 

The OMB (Office of Management & Budget) also has an RFI on Deregulation including the 
following issues: 

 

Finally, AHCA has updated and added regulatory resources such as: 

An updated Schizophrenia Diagnosis Audit tool  

• The following updated materials in the Antipsychotic Medication Management Toolkit 
available in ahcancalED:  

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11883656/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-04-11/pdf/2025-06316.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-regulatory-relief-rfi
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-04-30/pdf/2025-06348.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-08701.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-05-14/pdf/2025-08384.pdf


• Antipsychotic Medication Management Toolkit (document)  

• Antipsychotic Medication Management Fact Sheet – Adequate Indications for Us 

 

There was significant discussion and a reminder that QSO-25-14-NH was implemented on 
April 28,, 2025. AHCA is providing F-tag Action Tools that are now available on the AHCA 
website including:  

 

Additionally, an AHCA webinar is scheduled for 6-17-25 at 1pm CDT: Utilizing IDDSI’s Tools 
to Avoid Texture Modified Food Mistakes and Citations which can be accessed at 
AHCANcalED.  



 

It’s so important for all members to use the resources that AHCA provides. And if there is 
something you need or you have a question, the AHCA staff is there to help and answer 
your questions. Not enough providers use this valuable resource! 


