
11-25-24 Weekly Clinical Update  

By now, most providers are aware of the SIGNIFICANT changes to Appendix PP that were 
released last week to be implemented on February 25, 2025. As previously discussed, CMS 
is serious about reducing the use of psychotropic medications. Well, one of the changes 
focuses on that emphasis. F758 will be deleted and moved to F605. Currently 11.5% of 
facility standard surveys result in an F758 deficiency. By deleting F758 and placing the 
regulatory language in F605, all of those facilities will be cited for an abuse and neglect 
deficiency, resulting in the “red hand” on CareCompare. It becomes vitally important that 
providers review this quickly, primarily because GDRs take time to implement. Additionally, 
the facility Consultant Pharmacist, the ordering physicians AND the facility’s Medical 
Director will have to be educated then asked for the appropriate required documentation 
related to the orders for psychotropics. Below is the actual regulation:  

Take note of the definition of “Chemical Restraint”:  

“Chemical restraint” refers to any drug used for discipline or that makes it more convenient 
(i.e., less effort) for staff to care for a resident, and not required to treat medical symptoms. 
This includes instances when a psychotropic medication may be approved to treat certain 
symptoms, however, nonpharmacological interventions should be used or attempted, 
unless clinically contraindicated, because they are less dangerous to a resident’s 
health and safety. In these instances, a medication would be deemed not required to treat 
a resident’s symptoms, because a safer alternative should be used. For example, if a 
nonpharmacological intervention should be used or attempted and is not clinically 
contraindicated, but a medication is administered and has the effect consistent with 
the definition of convenience (defined below), the medication would be classified as a 
chemical restraint. 

Non-Pharmacological interventions are more important than ever!!! 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


