
 

March Reflections 

FROM AHCA: 

Provider Magazine had a wonderful article on the benefits of music therapy in dementia care. 

https://www.providermagazine.com/Articles/Pages/Advancing-Music-Therapy-Approaches-in-Dementia-

Care.aspx?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=lindaf670%40gmail%2Ecom&utm_cont

ent=2%2E25%2E25%20proof&utm_campaign=Provider%3A%20Advancing%20Music%20Therapy%20Approac

hes%20in%20Dementia%20Care. This is certainly not a new concept. An excerpt from the article says, "Music 

therapy is a clinical and evidence-based practice that uses music to accomplish individualized goals and 

objectives," explains Tara Jenkins, MT-BC, a board-certified music therapist and founder of Harmony in 

Dementia. "Our work supports clients' social, emotional, cognitive, physical, communication, musical, and 

spiritual needs. Essentially, we use different aspects of music to achieve individualized goals both in and 

outside sessions." It’s worth the time for you to take a moment to review this article. It can make a difference 

in the care you provide to your precious elders with dementia…and it’s good for the staff too. 

 

FROM AHCA: 

Medicare Telehealth Flexibilities Set To Expire March 31 

News Media is reporting the expansion of Medicare telehealth coverage during the COVID-19 pandemic is set 

to expire on March 31. Congress is currently debating the future of these flexibilities, with some lawmakers 

advocating for permanent protections. If Congress fails to act, "the previous rules will largely be restored, 

which means most telehealth appointments will be covered only if they’re provided in person at rural medical 

facilities." 

        McKnight’s Senior Living (2/28, Bonvissuto) reports AHCA/NCAL is "among 350 provider and consumer 

advocacy organizations asking leaders in Congress to continue or restore telehealth access flexibilities." 

 

FROM AHCA: 

Senators Reintroduce Bill To Overturn Federal Staffing Mandate 

McKnight’s Long-Term Care News (2/28, Marselas) reports "Sens. Deb Fischer (R-NE) and James Lankford (R-

OK) have reintroduced a bill to overturn the federal nursing home staffing mandate." On Wednesday, "Fischer 

reintroduced the Protecting Rural Seniors’ Access to Care Act...and companion legislation was introduced in 

the House by Rep. Michelle Fischbach (R-MN) last week." In a statement regarding the mandate, AHCA 

President and CEO Clif Porter "said the rule would force further closures and ‘displace tens of thousands of 

nursing home residents in communities across the country,’" adding, "we look forward to working with 

members of Congress on more productive solutions to grow our workforce." 

 

FROM AHCA: 

Did you know that AHCA provides an excellent dementia training program? Annual dementia training is 

required by regulation, but beyond the requirement, dementia training is considered “evidence based best 

practice” in order for your staff to provide excellent & current dementia care. It would be a great step forward 

toward excellent dementia care to your increasing number of residents diagnosed or showing symptoms of 

any of the multiple types of dementia.  

 

https://www.providermagazine.com/Articles/Pages/Advancing-Music-Therapy-Approaches-in-Dementia-Care.aspx?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=lindaf670%40gmail%2Ecom&utm_content=2%2E25%2E25%20proof&utm_campaign=Provider%3A%20Advancing%20Music%20Therapy%20Approaches%20in%20Dementia%20Care
https://www.providermagazine.com/Articles/Pages/Advancing-Music-Therapy-Approaches-in-Dementia-Care.aspx?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=lindaf670%40gmail%2Ecom&utm_content=2%2E25%2E25%20proof&utm_campaign=Provider%3A%20Advancing%20Music%20Therapy%20Approaches%20in%20Dementia%20Care
https://www.providermagazine.com/Articles/Pages/Advancing-Music-Therapy-Approaches-in-Dementia-Care.aspx?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=lindaf670%40gmail%2Ecom&utm_content=2%2E25%2E25%20proof&utm_campaign=Provider%3A%20Advancing%20Music%20Therapy%20Approaches%20in%20Dementia%20Care
https://www.providermagazine.com/Articles/Pages/Advancing-Music-Therapy-Approaches-in-Dementia-Care.aspx?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=lindaf670%40gmail%2Ecom&utm_content=2%2E25%2E25%20proof&utm_campaign=Provider%3A%20Advancing%20Music%20Therapy%20Approaches%20in%20Dementia%20Care
https://www.harmonyindementia.com/
https://www.harmonyindementia.com/
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2025022802ahca&r=8007727-b56b&l=005-8fd&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2025022802ahca&r=8007727-b56b&l=006-2d6&t=c


 

 
FROM AHCA: Order on the AHCA Website: A great resource from proven healthcare leaders! 

 
 

 

Note that the Revisions to Regulations have been delayed…again with implementation set to be enforced 

beginning 4-28-25. The good news is that the delay gives all facilities more time to get ready for the many 

changes…the bad news it gives surveyors more time to study the guidance and get ready for implementation. 

Perhaps with more Federal agencies becoming fully staff with newly appointed leadership, more changes will 

be made.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



All QCOR data below is for FY2025 (October 2024-current) 
Average Number of Deficiencies in Standard Health Surveys 

National FY2025  

 

 

 
 
 

National Citation Frequency Overall Surveys FY2025 Top 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National Citation Frequency Report Standard Surveys FY2025 Top 10 

 
 
 

Iowa FY 2025-Standard Top 10 

 
 
 
 

Iowa FY2025-Complaint Top 10 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Kansas FY2025-Standard Top 10 

 
 

Kansas FY2025-Complaint Top 10 

 
 
 
 

Missouri FY2025-Standard Top 10 

 
 
 



 
Missouri FY2025-Complaint Top 10 

 
 
 
 

Nebraska FY2025-Standard Top 10 

 
 
 

Nebraska FY2025-Complaint Top 10 

 
 
 
 
 



New York FY2025-Standard Top 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New York FY2025-Complaint Top 10 

 
 
 

Pennsylvania FY2025-Standard Top 10 

 
 
 



Pennsylvania FY2025-Complaint Top 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overdue Recertification Surveys Report (16 months) FY2025 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Number of G+ Deficiencies FY2025 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National G+ Citation Frequency FY2025 Top 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National J+ Citation Frequency FY2025 Top 10 

 
 

Civil Money Penalty (CMP) Report, FY2025 

 

 

 
 

NOTE: Kansas does not currently show any CMP amounts to date in 2025 but that does not indicate there will not be 

CMPs issued in the future for this time period.  

 

If I can help you in any way, please feel free to contact me.  

Linda Farrar, RN/LNHA       linda@licamedman.com  785-383-3826  

mailto:linda@licamedman.com

