[bookmark: _GoBack]The New Jersey Pediatric Residency Advocacy Collaborative (NJPRAC), in conjunction with the NJ Chapter of the AAP and Community Pediatrics Training Initiative was awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Nicholson Foundation.  NJPRAC was founded in 2014 by Shilpa Pai, MD FAAP with the support of  a grant from the AAP CATCH Visiting Rome Professorship.  

Along with Christin Traba, MD, MPH )Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Rutgers-NJMS, Dr. Pai was named co-director of NJPRAC.  The overall goal of this program is to promote healthy early child development in New Jersey through the establishment of a community health and advocacy collaborative among all 10 pediatric residency programs in the state. 

This will be accomplished through 3 strategies (1) partnerships between Departments of Pediatrics and early childhood professionals to strengthen the early childhood environment for children in New Jersey (specifically with the Family Success  Center in the NJ Department of Children and Families; (2) advancing community-level efforts to meet local needs and improve the system of care and services for early childhood; (3) training the current and next generation of pediatricians to effectively engage in systems change work through structural enhancements in leadership development and training curricula.  Studies show that pediatricians who receive formal training in community health and advocacy during residency are more likely to participate in community activities that promote child health throughout their careers (Minkovitz CV, et al. Pediatrics. 2014;134:83-90). Moreover, the AAP Community Pediatrics Training Initiative (CPTI) identified regional collaboratives as an important strategy to strengthen advocacy training for residents and build leadership capacity among advocacy faculty. NJPRAC is only the 5th statewide collaborative to be established - others being California, New York, Missouri and North Carolina/South Carolina.

For those faculty interested in getting involved with NJPRAC, please contact Dr. Shilpa Pai at paiss@rwjms.rutgers.edu.

