
How to Extend the Life of Components 
Used in Vibratory Equipment 
Vibratory equipment works under constant motion, load, and abrasion, so small ignored 
maintenance issues can quickly turn into premature component failure. Monitoring stroke 
and shaft RPM to stay within design parameters, in conjunction with regular inspections 
and cleaning, helps extend the life of springs, bearings, motors, screen media, liners, 
fasteners, and structural parts while reducing unplanned downtime. 

Key Practices for Longer Component Life 
• Inspect equipment routinely. Check screen decks, side plates, cross members, 

springs, drive components, fasteners, and guards for wear, cracks, corrosion, 
looseness, or abnormal movement. Inspection should include taking stroke 
readings to determine your cleaning schedule. View the ACTION maintenance 
checklist.  

• Lubricate bearings properly. Follow the manufacturer’s recommended lubricant, 
quantity, and interval. Under-lubrication increases friction, while over-lubrication 
can cause overheating or seal damage. View the bearing maintenance procedure. 
Click here for a video on how to relubricate Rexnord PT select bearings 

• Clean material buildup. Remove dust, fines, packed material, and debris from 
decks, chutes, motor housings, in/around moving parts and support areas to 
prevent blinding, imbalance, and excess strain. 

• Maintain correct drive alignment. Check belts, pulleys, motor mounts, shafts, and 
drive assemblies for wear or misalignment to prevent excess wear on drive 
components. 

• Tighten fasteners on schedule. High-frequency vibration can loosen fasteners. 
Use proper OEM hardware, torque values, and replace damaged hardware before it 
affects the frame or component. View the recommended hardware torque table. 

• Monitor vibration, noise, and temperature. Changes in amplitude, sound, bearing 
temperature, or motor load are early warning signs that a component may be 
wearing or failing. 

• Use ACTION parts and consult ACTION before modifications. Select ACTION 
components that match the equipment design, operating load, material type, and 
duty cycle. If considering equipment modifications, consult with ACTION first to 
confirm the change will not affect safety, performance, balance, or structural 
integrity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8YtxAA0GZQ


Component-Specific Tips

 
 

Warning Signs That Need Immediate Attention 
• Unusual grinding, rattling, squealing, banging, or knocking sounds 
• Sudden change in vibration pattern, stroke, or amplitude 
• Loose bolts, cracked welds, or visible frame movement 
• Hot bearings, overheating motors, or burning smell 
• Uneven material flow, screen blinding, or reduced throughput 
• Broken springs, sagging mounts, or excessive movement at support points 
• Torn screen media, damaged liners, or exposed base metal 



Simple Maintenance Schedule 
• Daily: Check that stroke is within design parameters.  Use this information to 

develop a cleaning schedule.  Clean decks and chutes, check for abnormal noise or 
vibration, inspect screen media, and confirm material is feeding evenly.  Note, one 
problem area that is often ignored is material accumulation around rocker 
arm/bushing brackets.  This can cause accelerated wear of rocker arm bushings, 
hardware and bushing brackets.   

• Weekly: Check fasteners, springs, mounts, belts, guards, and lubrication points. 
Correct looseness or misalignment immediately. 

• Monthly: Inspect structural components, document wear patterns, check liner 
thickness, review bearing temperature trends, check shaft RPM and inspect belts 
and sheaves. 

• Quarterly or during shutdowns: Perform a deeper inspection of bearings, shafts, 
motors, frames, and suspension components. Replace worn parts before they fail in 
service. 

• Annually: Review maintenance records, vibration data, and component 
replacement history to identify recurring problems and plan upgrades or preventive 
replacements.  
View the inspection schedule 

Operating Habits That Help 
Even the best maintenance program can be undermined by poor operating conditions. 
Avoid overloading the machine, keep feed distribution even, correct material buildup 
quickly, and train operators to report changes in sound, motion, or performance. 
Consistent documentation is also important: maintenance records make it easier to spot 
repeat failures, plan replacement parts, and reduce downtime. 
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Maintenance Checklist 
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Bearing Maintenance Procedure 
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Recommended Torques 
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Inspection Schedule 
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