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Kentucky Poultry Value Drops in 2020 
 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) released the Poultry Production and Value report, showing a 19% 
decrease in the combined value of production rom broilers, and eggs, and value of 
sales from chickens. 
 
“Raising broilers and other poultry is the Commonwealth’s largest agricultural 
enterprise, regularly generating over a billion dollars of revenue to farmers each year”, 
said David Knopf, director of the NASS Eastern Mountain Regional Office in Kentucky. 
“Revenues in 2020 were negatively impacted by much lower broiler prices.”  
 
The combined value of production from broilers and eggs, and the value of sales from 
chickens in 2020, was $856 million, down 19 percent from $1.1 billion in 2019. 
 
There were 299.0 million broilers produced in Kentucky during 2020, down slightly from 
the 299.2 million broilers produced in 2019. Total live weight was 1.94 billion pounds, up 
from 1.91 billion pounds in 2019. Value of production totaled $709 million, down 24 
percent from the 2019 value of $931 million. Kentucky ranks 7th in U.S. broiler 
production by state. 
 
The number of chickens sold for slaughter (excluding broilers) totaled 5.08 million head, 
up 4 percent from the 2019 total of 4.87 million head sold. The number of pounds sold 
was 30.7 million pounds, up 9 percent from the 2019 number of 28.3 million pounds 
sold. Value of sales totaled $614.1 thousand, down from $1.16 million in 2019.  
 
Egg production in Kentucky totaled 1.58 billion eggs during 2020, up 7 percent from the 
2019 production of 1.48 billion eggs. The total value of production was $146 million, up 
19 percent from the 2019 total of $122 million. 
 

###  
 

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on 
our products and services. Sign up at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.” 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Off ice of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD). 
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