Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
First, thank you for the wonderful celebration of Ministry. You overwhelmed
both Merry Rue and me on December 2 with your kind words, the wonderful
brunch, and gifts.
We first became active in the Episcopal church in 1967, after a couple of
stuttering starts, in Lincoln, NE, where we found St. David’s a small family
church. Like so many we found our numbers dwindling until, by 1973, we had
only 17 adults as members.
Being a mission there weren’t many options. After work with the Diocese, a
call went out for a new priest, the caveat being we must become selfsupporting within 5 years of the call. High risk? Not really. We were blessed with a clergy family of 6.
In a very short time the whole tenor of our mission church family changed positively. During the 4 th and
5th year of our contract period we acted on faith in a way new to many. The budgets were established
and shared with the congregation. On pledge Sunday both of those years, the rector and the treasurer
announced that the pledges would remain sealed for the year.
Yes, we made the budget and had surplus funds. St. David’s became self-supporting the 4 th year. The big
difference was prayer and understanding of the many gifts each parishioner brought to the family of St.
David’s. From that time until 1991, with the priest's retirement, the church was filled every Sunday.
In that same year Merry Rue and I left St. David’s with a call to serve at a second Church in Lincoln,
where we remained until August of 2013.
Arriving at St Paul’s in early September of 2013 we both knew we were home, it felt just right. The
welcoming was over the top. Sure, there were bumps and bruises along the way.
Since then we all understand what it is to leave a place of worship, we called home. Everyone of us must
have gone down the list of should’ve, could’ve would’ve since then. Now we have what we call a
“temporary solution” in partnership with Trinity Lutheran Church shared space.
It has truly been a joy to have served with both Bonnie and Lyn at the altar. Both brought special gifts to
St. Paul’s and I treasure their friendship.
A very wise Bishop once said to a congregation after admiring the addition and other updates to the
worship space, “This is your Sunday clothing. Who will you be and how will you dress the rest of the
week?”
For me the common threads in each of the examples above are Christians who come to church not out
of duty but out of love, who take seriously the Baptismal Covenant, and who understand and feel ‘the
steadfast presence of the Holy Spirit in, and around and through all that is”.
This Advent the Epistle selections are from Philippians. Let me offer a new way of reading and
understanding this book, especially at this time of year. Read it as a love letter to you where you are
now. Read your own name as the recipient of the letter, and when necessary substitute personal
pronouns. I can almost guarantee you will feel the warmth and love.
In love and fellowship,
Jim Visger, Deacon

