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Pages 2, 3 and 4 are the Lessons and Carols.
Page 5 begins the Eucharist

Prelude
The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp to put it
under a bucket, but on a lampstand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp,

must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the good you do, and give glory to your Father
in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light, using any one of the following or some other suitable prayer, first saying
Let us pray.

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the vesper
light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you
would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

V. The word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
R. And we beheld his glory.

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever living God, you have given us a new revelation of your loving providence in the Coming
of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of the Virgin Mary: Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we may
share his eternity in the glory of your kingdom; where he lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (Clergy and congregation sing together)

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the ever-living Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! Now
as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O
Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Divine Praises

Blessed be God. Repeat after Celebrant
Blessed be His holy Name.

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man.

Blessed be the Name of Jesus.

Blessed be His most Sacred Heart.
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Blessed be His most Precious Blood.

Blessed be Jesus in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Consoler.

Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.

Blessed be her glorious Assumption.

Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.

Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse.

Blessed be God in His Angels and in His

(Lessons are read without announcements or conclusion)

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One

First Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9 Lois Jackson

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the
LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt
around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my
holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Hymn Away in a Manger Hymnal 101

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption

Second Lesson Isaiah 40:1-11 Linda Adams

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tendetly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I
cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities
of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward
is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs
in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hymnal 87
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God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us”

Third Lesson Isaiah 7:10-15 Jerome Rubin

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then,
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem Hymnal 79

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High

Fourth Lesson Luke 1:26-38 Kelly Henderson-Kessell

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Hymn Angels from the Realms of Glory Hymnal 93

Angelus

C. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.

P. And she conceived of the Holy Ghost.

All: Hail Mary, Full of Grace, The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thon among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of death. Amen

C. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.

P.  Be it done unto me according to they word.

All: Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with Thee; Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us sinners, Now and at the hour of onr death. Amen

C. And the Word was made Flesh.
P.  And dwelt among us

All: Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with Thee; Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen

C.  Pray for us, O Holy Mother of Jesus.
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P.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ

Processional Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful Hymnal 83
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Peaple And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
The People say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and
the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 Darcel Arrington

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness--on
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the
boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this.

Psalm 96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.
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6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8 Asctibe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: ""The LORD is King! *
he has made the wotld so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Second Reading Titus 2:11-14 Roderick Adams, Jr.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

Gradual Hymn While Shepherds Watched their Flocks Hymnal 94

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" [When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and
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all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.]

Gradual Hymn While Shepherds Watched their Flocks Hymnal 94

Sermon
Nicene Creed

Al stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lotd, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Yvonne Gates

Priest:  Rejoicing in God’s abundant kindness and generous love made incarnate in Jesus Christ,
let us ask these blessings for the church and for the world.

Minister: That God’s favor will rest on the ministers of the church as they serve God’s people, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy

That God’s favor will rest on all nations and peoples as they seek to live in harmony, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy

That God’s favor will rest on all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit as they welcome the
salvation of God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy

That God’s favor will rest on us as we seek to live as God’s own people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy

That God’s favor will rest on those who have died, as they live forever in God’s kingdom of
peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy

Priest:  God of our salvation, we rejoice this night in the birth of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
Let your favor prepare us to welcome his appearing in glory, so that we may sing your praise in his
presence, forever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
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Minister and People
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We acknowledge and

bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously have committed, by
thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation
against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of
them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us,
most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we

may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those
who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you

from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,

Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins
of the whole world. 7 John 2:1-2

Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord with a bow or
wave.

Holy Communion

The Celebrant says Offertory Sentence
Offertory Hymn Go, Tell it on the Mountain Hymnal 99
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.

Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
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from the bondage of sin and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to sing,

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thane is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast.

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Al baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Conmunion. If for any reason, you prefer not to receive the cup of wine when
1t is offered, simply cross your arms over your chest.

Communion Hymns Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent Hymnal 324
What Child is This Hymnal 115
Silent Night Hymnal 111
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all
honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant Blessed be the name of the Lord.
People The maker of heaven and earth.

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Hymn
Dismissal

Celebrant
People

Postlude

DATE
December 29"

January 5%

January 12
January 19*
January 26

December 29"

January 5%

January 12
January 19*
January 26

1% Sunday
2" Sunday
34 Sunday
4™ Sunday
5% Sunday

Joy to the World Hymnal 100

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

LAY READER’S SCHEDULE

I LESSON II LESSON PRAYERS
Darcel Arrington Roderick Adams Stephanie Combs
Kelly Henderson-Kessell Beverly Thomas Pear] Culbreath
Gail Williams Andrea Porter Velma Romain-Rouse
Brenda Shepherd Lois Jackson Yvonne Gates
Will Seifert-Kessell Diane Audrick Smith Pearl Culbreath
CHALICE MINISTERS

Rod Adams, Lois Jackson, Andrea Porter

Lois Jackson, Rod Adams, Linda Adams

Rod Adams, Lois Jackson, Darcel Arrington

Lois Jackson, Rod Adams, Kelly Henderson-Kessell
Rod Adams, Lois Jackson, Gail Williams

VESTRY COUNTERS’ SCHEDULE

Lois Jackson, Darcel Arrington, (Andrea Appling)
Leslie Blakemore, Carmen Wildgoose

Jerome Rubin, James Greene

Anita Pruitt, William Seifert-Kessell

Lois Jackson, Dianne Audrick-Smith

You may use this QR code to pay toward your pledge or make a donation to St. Andrew's budget

ot ministries.
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Participants in the Liturgy

Celebrant/Preacher:
The Rev. Sharon E. Williams

Organist:
Brenda Shepherd

St. Andrew’s Choir

Musician:
Sara Schimelpfenig, viola

First Reader:
Lois Jackson

Second Reader:
Linda Adams

Third Reader:
Jerome Rubin

Forth Reader:
Kelly Henderson-Kessell

Old Testament:
Darcel Arrington

Epistle:
Roderick Adams

Prayers of the People:
Yvonne Gates

Chalice Ministers:
Giesele Greene, Lois Jackson, Roderick Adams

Ushers:
Pearl Culbreath, Jerome Rubin
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