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BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH 
bruce reyes-chow 

My faith is built on gratitude and trust 
that in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
I am made one with God now and forever. 

FAITH is what I choose to believe — Fluid. Mysterious. Personal. Political. 
JESUS challenges me to live what I believe — Prophet. Pastor. Priest. Poet. 
GOD grants me the courage to claim the holy in my life — Love. Life. Power. Creation. 
SPIRIT sustains my soul for the adventure — Beckoning. Restoration. Chaos. Calm. 
BIBLE — Living. Transformative. Textured. Truth. 
BAPTISM — Celebration. Commitment. Community. Claim. 
CHURCH — Covenant. Complexity. Interaction. Hard. 
COMMUNION — Feast. Messy. Joyful. Equalizing. 
CREATION — Urban. Wild. Subtle. Surprising. 
DIVERSITY — Breadth. Intention. Holistic. Possibility. 
EVANGELISM — Confidence. Story. Essential. Caring. 
GENERATIONS — Wisdom. Promise. Hope. Obstacle. 
JUSTICE — Harmony. Integrated. Systematic. Particular. 
LAMENT — Excruciating. Reality. Stillness. Renewing. 
LANGUAGE — Powerful. Expansive. Inspiration. Context.  
LAUGHTER — Friendship. Solidarity. Silliness. Life. 
ORDINATION — Privilege. Communal. Call. Avocation. 
PARENTING — Letting go. Holding on. Chance. Agency. 
PEACE — Calm. Storm. Work. Presence. 
PLAY — Liberation. Renewal. Oppositional. Constructive. 
PREACHING — Convicting. Conversational. Compelling. Journey. 
PRESBYTERIANISM — Humbling. Connectional. Foundational. Frustrating.
REPENTANCE — Humility. Conversion. Practice. Change. 
SIN — Distance. Separation. Insidious. Corporal. 
STRUCTURE — Adaptable. Guiding. Consistent. Genuine. 
TEARS — Grief. Rage. Realization. Exuberance. 
TECHNOLOGY — Engagement. Enrichment. Intrusion. Distraction. 
WEALTH — Morality. Abundance. Gift. Seductive. 
WORSHIP — Ritual. Discipline. Respite. Provocative
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BRIEF ADVENTURE OF LIFE & FAITH 
bruce reyes-chow 



While much larger events defined 1969 — the Beatles broke up  
and humans walked on the moon — this was also the year I was born. 



After growing up in Sacramento and Stockton with plans to go to 
law school and pursue a career in public service, my home church, Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, and my many aunties and uncles continued to press 
me to think about seminary. In my community, you had better be darn sure before saying “No.” to any 
of the aunties, so in 1991 and with Trinity’s support, I began the ordination journey. 



I graduated from San Francisco State with a BA in Philosophy, Sociology, and Asian American 
Studies (1991) and San Francisco Theological Seminary (1995). I have served four congregations, all 
in San Francisco Presbytery: Redevelopment Pastor, Covenant PC (1995-99); Founding Pastor, 
Mission Bay Community Church (2000-12); Transitional Pastor, Valley PC (2016-17); and Interim 
Pastor, Broadmoor PC (2017-19). I have written four books and have been coaching and consulting 
with The Center for Progressive Renewal since 2012, having served as the Director of Coaching for 
the past two years. I was Moderator of the 218th PCUSA General Assembly (2008) held in San Jose. 



For the past eight years, I have engaged in ministry through a combination of writing, speaking, 
coaching, consulting, and part-time congregational work. It has been a wonderful experience, but as I 
approached the big five-oh, I began to think about what might be next. I have always been grateful 
for the ways that God has poked, prodded, and kept things interesting in all aspects of my life and 
ministry, so as I listened to the whispers and shouts that God was speaking into my ear, I began to 
explore more traditional calls. It is with this openness, along with my rising high school junior’s 
permission, that I also began to explore opportunities outside of San Francisco. 



After engaging in three processes, it became clear that First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto 
and I were converging in far too many places to ignore. This mutual calling has been revealed in many 
ways: our common and unapologetic commitment to social justice, my passion for church growth and 
engagement in the public square, and FPCPA’s congregational health, stability, and hunger to 
discover where God may be leading next. I am beyond excited to begin the process of getting to know 
this community and discerning how, together, we can continue to impact the community in positive 
ways. 



 I continue to have a deep affection for and commitment to our connectionalism and life as a 
denomination, so I am looking forward to joining San Jose Presbytery where I will get to work with 
long-time friends and meet new colleagues with whom we can get into some good trouble. I am 
always up for coffee to talk about life, church, or ministry collaborations, so please invite away! 



With the move to Palo Alto, we are leaving San Francisco after 30 years. Robin (Pugh) will 
continue to teach at City College of San Francisco. Our eldest, Ev (Pugh), will stay in Saint Paul, MN 
after they graduate from Macalester College in May. Our middle child, Abby (Pugh), will leave for 
college in the fall. Our youngest, Annie (Pugh) will be a junior at Gunn High School and will spend 
much of her time making new friends, seeking meaningful volunteer opportunities, settling on a new 
soccer club and getting used to life as the only child. We have three dogs: Fawn, Vespa, and Bernie. 



I am serious about that coffee —​ though I offer pre-emptive apologies for my enthusiasm 
about soccer and the Oakland A’s. I can be a tad bit obnoxious about such things.  
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