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Torah Thoughts

(2%:3 2mm3) ...

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on The Parashah
(with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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... the land we crossed to scout it out is a land that devours its inhabitants ...
77apn arranged for several o°1y13 to die just as the 0°231 passed through the land. In this way, the o°y13
were too busy attending funerals and hardly noticed the @°937n. Ideal conditions for a scouting party, one would

think.

The 0°93 saw a different picture. They saw 3201 nYaR vIX — a land that devours its inhabitants. They
spoke ¥17 1w about 287 ¥R, and created a wave of public reaction against entering the Land. As atonement, the
Jewish people would have to spend the next 40 years in the desert. But what was really wrong with what the o931
did? They reported the facts as they saw them. After all, wherever they went, they saw large funerals.

The Steipler Gaon 7731 explains: The o737 saw what they wanted to see. They looked at X7 7% with a
jaundiced eye, and saw the worst. According to the o3 %y2, the °%3 subconsciously feared they would lose
their leadership status. If they had been more positive in their outlook, they would have understood that their
interpretation of events was wrong. Logically, if death was always rampant in 1¥13, people would not attend funerals
in large numbers. If people were really dying in droves, only immediate family and closest friends would attend.

The X»3 relates (. 1v3) the story of R' llish who was arrested and thrown into prison. While he was in his

cell, a bird chirped something to him. It seemed to R' llish that the bird said to him,

17

“llish, escape! llish, escape!

However, R' Ilish thought that perhaps he had imagined the whole episode. He turned to his cellmate and

asked, “Did you hear what the bird said?”

R’ llish’s cellmate responded, “The bird said, ‘llish, escape! llish, escape!””
Finally, convinced of the authenticity of the message, R' Ilish made his escape from prison.
R' Akiva Eiger, in the o"wa 7173, wonders, why did R' llish need confirmation from his cellmate? Were the

bird’s words unclear?

R' Chaim Shmulevitz 9”31 explains that since that was what R' llish wanted to hear, he could not trust
himself. R Ilish needed the confirmation of an objective person.
Subconsciously, the 0931 came to 9870 7§ seeking to criticize the Land because they feared they
would lose their leadership status in 987t y78. Therefore, the 2737 saw in large funerals a sign that the land
devours its inhabitants when, in fact, it proved just the opposite.
A person hears what he wants to hear and sees what he wants to see.
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Drer pauoi a8y PRI M was born in Sakolka,

Russia, to "2% 0772% " and Ita. A 790 of R

Shimon Shkop 9”31 in Grodno, he served on the

17 N2 of 7Y 00 1 Grodzensky 9731 at age 21. In
1931, he married °&n " n2 7Y Bassin, and then served
as 12w WX of Ramailles. When the Nazis wn* stormed
the 72°¢", they beat him until he collapsed. Miraculously,
he lived, but had to flee for his life. He immigrated to the
US after WWII. In 1950, he opened his 712°¢” in New
York. In 1961, he moved along with his 722> to %y,
He declined offers to serve as 17 n°2 2R for the n7W

ﬂ’T]TTI join the 17in3 ’17771 nyyin and serve as 2w URAE
in Ponevezh and Mir. He desired only to sit and learn /£

A7 N7i0. R' Gustman authored DWW 0701R. &

This week’s issue and learning program are dedicated:
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Speeial Summer Notice

by 997 T2 1T 13 0N TN 17 1Y

v,
| Anyone who would Tike to have a PDF|
copy of the 2-page version of this
newsletter emailed fo them weekly
during the summer months should

please email their request to:
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com.

Please indicate in the body of the
email whether this is only for the

summer or if this is for all year.

Have a safe, relaxing summer!
The editors
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o731 related that 7iwnw ™ Shkop
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o731, his 27, once stressed
during "Wy the value of
davening with tears... 28 1128
"1 3. Our Father, the
merciful Father... give us to
understand and have NN
772iA7... 1ivnY " davened facing
the W73 7178, and no one could
see his face. As a 732, 2R M
ax7 once hid behind the 77X
and witnessed tears streaming
down his »27’s face during this
799n. It was a sight he would
never forget. He too would cry
on °X7i1 0% concentrating on
1077 28 !
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Every n7om, especially those
of our children (n2%¢ nipirn
121), is powerful. The o»nyan
writes that davening for
others is a xpnixy myn. Even if
you cannot assist your friend
with money, you can assist
him with your ni%sn. In this
time of xmwn7 XD3py, please
try to say extra o*pan for wnx
X7 °12. In the niop of our
collective nivon, may we be it
to the 21pa My Al



lsiving with theg Torah

é The True Sustainers

Adapted from:Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)
~—
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There shall be a single teaching for them ...

One min — for everyone. One 12%3 — for everyone. The 77in is
immutable and timeless. It is an absolute truth, and its laws apply equally to all
Jews. Additionally, we may say that the 717 is emphasizing its indispensability to
all. In other words, regardless of who one is, where he comes from, his station in
life or his illustrious pedigree — the 117in is the source of life from which we are
nourished. Without 717im, we cannot exist.

Horav Moshe Mordechai Schlessinger relates the following story to
emphasize this point.

One of the great min leaders of Hungarian Jewry, Horav Hillel
Mi’Kulmayh %31, studied in the great 12> of Pressburg as a young man. During
those days, it was common for the 112t students to eat what was referred to as
teg, “days.” They would receive their daily meal at the home of one of the
members of the community, often in a different house each day of the week. R’
Hillel was assigned to the home of a certain Jew who was known to be a stickler for
punctuality. He insisted on eating his meals at specific times every day. R' Hillel,
accordingly, made every effort to adhere to his kind benefactor’s schedule. On one
occasion, regrettably, he was late.

It happened that R' Hillel had become so engrossed in his 171 study that
he did not notice that he was late for dinner. When he finally became aware of the
lateness of the hour, he decided that he would skip dinner that day. Life was
different in “those days” — it did not necessarily revolve around food. However, he
then realized that his n>ag 2¥a would be concerned about him. He decided that it
would be best if he went over to his host and apologized for his tardiness in the
hope that the n»23 ¥a would understand.

He was mistaken. Punctuality was more than an issue with this individual
— it was a character trait. He viewed someone who was not punctual as being
character deficient. When R' Hillel arrived at his host’s home, he was met by his
stern-faced n*23 %¥2 who lashed into him for his negligent behavior and character
deficiency in not showing up for his meal on time. During the entire tirade, R' Hillel
remained silent, accepting the rebuke with humility and dignity.

When the man finished speaking, R' Hillel looked up and said to his host,
“All that you said is true. There is no question that | should have been on time and
it was a serious infraction on my part to have neglected your daily schedule. This is
true only according to the premise that you are supporting me. However, that is
where you are grossly in error. | am not eating by you; rather, you are eating by
me!”

The ma3 %v2 immediately understood the penetrating meaning of R'
Hillel’s response to his tirade. He stretched out his arms to embrace R' Hillel and
kissed him. After begging R' Hillel for his forgiveness, he invited him into the house
and personally served him a delicious meal.

There is a compelling lesson to be derived from this story. We look
around us and see many people that are involved in various secular pursuits:
working, building, creating. These people seem to be the builders, developers and
sustainers of the world. We can also see another group: people, engrossed in 1171,
in what seems an interesting pastime, but surely not as consequential as the first
group of “builders.”

We can derive from the above that not everything is as it seems to be at
first glance. Without the study of 1171, the world would be on a collision course of

self-destruction. Everybody is dependent on 17in study — either by virtue of his}
own 17iA study or by virtue of his connection and support of those who do studyf

Indeed, those individuals who study 171 are the true sustainers

naw 37y Iegarning Contest 5780

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed to make your nav :mz

fulfilling and memorable. During the weeks leading up to 77T n22p and

beyond, learn at least 45 minutes before 771 every N2¥ 27y, in your home,
72 or local W n°2. Learn for an hour or more and get an additional raffle entry.
There is no particular 737 to learn — you can even review D378 T08) Xpn 2°3¢. If you
arrange for a group to learn on the phone, and have a MY to learn about n2w nisy or
nav Y R, you will receive an extra raffle entry. The contest is open for all ages up to
121 grade. To join the program, send a weekly email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your name, grade, 12°%, city, state, and contact #

and your name will be entered into a drawing for a beautiful set of oW ni?i73 nikpR /

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 112"

Focus on Middos 702

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews

ﬁear Talmid,

R' Yisrael Zev Gustman 9”31 became a 1°7 in the 17 n°2 of R
Chaim Ozer Grodzensky 931 when he was only 21 years old — an
unusual honor in the city of Vilna which was filled with many older *i73
DX, He survived the horrors of the Holocaust [he was beaten and left
for dead and also tragically lost his young child 2°&»n, 77°1] by hiding,
together with his wife and daughter, in a pit for 1% years. He kept busy.
He had a X7»3, @°1732;, which he learned a few dozen times!

After the war, R' Yisrael Zev moved to the USA and then to
DX v8. When he was ready to open a 720 in 237, he went to
discuss his various options with the Tchebiner 2. The 27 instructed
him, “The 7933 neighborhood does not need another 72°%?; but 72207
does. Go build a 12°¢" there, and bring 7771 to the neighborhood.” The
cost of purchasing a building in the 12277 neighborhood was almost
four times the cost of a building in the 173183 area.

R' Yisroel Zev went to the *37w»a “n3 and davened aloud,
“0%iv Sy 11927, we know that the ovam1 writes, 7 Y, '7 says, at the
beginning of his w19, because whatever he writes, it is all from You.
The words of the 9173 *%173 are really Your words. o%iy ¥ 11137, | have a
dilemma: | can buy a building for the 72> in 77183 for $40,000, or one
in 1207, where it is $150,000; but, 0y Y 11127, the Tchebiner 27 told
me to purchase the one in 12307, so that means that You say so as well,
correct?”

The 12w WXY waited a moment before continuing. “All right,
ny7in2 A n¥, Your silence means ... You agree! So, | suppose that
means that You, yuw1ya»R, will help me find the means to purchase
it.” With that, the 72w wX1 walked away, a picture of contentment ...
and within days, he had the money he needed for the building.

My 1%, it is said that R' Yisroel Zev Gustman %"¥1 had
reviewed all of 0"¥ three times by the tender age of 18. However, his
1973 in 793R will always be remembered only together with his amazing
1273 in n9on!

19172 1727 M

mrT3, Your 27

Sage dayings

Source: Heard by the Nav table
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Before WWII, R' Chaim Ozer 5" took R' Gustman "1 for a walk
in the forest and showed him which plants were edible. R'
Gustman was able to survive in the forest during WWII by using
this knowledge of plants. Years later, R' Gustman insisted on
personally watering the bushes outside the n2°% building. He
would explain, “J00IP ¥ 129X (207 NI2T) LIPIRIPIRT 1N RTN
— One must show gratitude even to bushes — =2n 12a87 1
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YNYVRIYA — they saved me!”

*Halacha Corner:
MDD M5

e Preferably, one must be seated for Pgn; however, if the only open
seat is situated in front of someone who is davening TPy MY or
other similar reasons, one may stand.

e Some learn from 77 pi98 229% 119 By 9521 (v npnon) that leaning on
the arm is only performed in the presence of a 77in 790.

*Since we only discuss a few nis%y, it is important to consider these ni373 in the context
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

»94 Questions of the week:
1. How do nm¥°¥ remind us of the journey from o%» to the
splitting of the 710 02?
2. Can you name three nign which, if transgressed/performed,
are considered as important as all the other ni¥» combined?

nswers )
(TP:ST — Luld Kb L)) KU
Jo axie ayy Suljyny pue &g atu Sulsq ‘Auiiv ity Suiniss :aue ssjdwexs aa1yl ¢
(8€:GT — Lukd &g we4L) C. tdl uo @ atk ayr1e adr syy
Sues Aay3 |Bun L tAl Uo YXLiT 9ABd| 0} UoISSIwIad USAIS aJam Ady} Uusym wody
palem &g (Aatie 18yl shep 1ySis ay1 01 puodsaliod K& 8y Jo s8ulis ySis syl T

men 18 972 2188 fax: 71 [§)




