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Tor’ah Th O u gh ’[S ‘Adc'npted fro.m.quqsh Moshe
(with kind permission from ArtScroll)
When you take a census [literally—when you raise the head] (2% niny) ... w1 Ny Xipn 3

Why did the 17in choose to describe the counting of X% 993 with the unusual expression WX1 Ny Xipn °3,
when you raise the head? Even more puzzling is the teaching of 2”177 in X702 822 (°), 01 7R2 Y™ 7 7197 "Wh NN
XD *22 2 R 9XW 1R — 7P said before 17, ‘Master of the Universe, how will the pride of 2871 be raised?’ To this
"7 replied, ‘With X&n °3.” In the context of the other teachings of the X7n3, it means that the pride of the Jews can best
be elevated by their giving fp7%. Why did 7 give His answer with the beginning of the P09, XD °3, when He was
referring to 7p7%, which is the ¥ in the middle of the P02, W91 95 WK 1N} — every man shall give '7 an
atonement for his soul?

R' Moshe Feinstein 2731 offers the following explanation. People sometimes try to justify themselves for
not putting any extra effort into their 7712y, service to '7, with the claim that they are just not on such a high level.
They say that they do not really have the brain power needed to be able to learn properly, and see themselves as
inadequately fulfilling the ni¥n that they do. They think that it would be displaying arrogance to try to learn too much
or do ni¥m in a proper manner. This false humility is nothing more than a ploy of the ¥77 7% to keep people from
learning 17in and fulfilling nixn.

To counter this strategy, the 77in comes and tells us, Lift up your head and be counted along with
everybody else! You count as one person, one Jew; you must contribute equally to the 2872 993 offerings fund,” just
like the biggest p*7% and the biggest 07 1%7n. Therefore, just like anyone else, you are expected to do as much as
you are capable of — no less and no more. Do not be so humble as to think your abilities are less than they are. All
you need to grow in 7R and ni¥n is a willingness to work and a burning desire to improve yourself. With these
alone, you can become great, in accordance with your unique nature and abilities.

Thus, when "7 wished to count 287 *33, He did it in a way that would make each person feel uplifted by
the counting. This is the deeper message of the words Xiyn 3.

The myn of contributing to the fund for the ni127p of X7 %93 also had a secondary purpose. It would
make everyone feel equal in donating for the service of 7. This would make it easier for anyone to see himself as just
as important to '7 as the greatest 0°p>7¥. Each of us must maximize our potential and undertake to put effort into

17in and nign to achieve as much as we can, for everything depends on us alone. As the 7wn (83:2 niay)teaches:
7ann H0aT? TN 12 AR X9 i3 AoRYRD POV XY — You are not required to complete the task [to learn the entire
/77in], but you are also not free to allow yourself to ignore the work that you could do [ and let your
potential be wasted!].
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D1 WD 2Py S8 1 was born in 29w to M

193X, son of R' Shlomo (17 n°2 28 of Karlsburg,
Hungary), author of nk%% ning and “»i2 "127p)

4 and 77127. By age 6 he was learning X7J»3; from

the age of 7, he always davened 1°p°n). As a teenager, he
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D3R, 179w T (7 Y0 175N nMIR) learns it from a M99
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learned at 21 vy as a 01127 of R' Isser Zalman Meltzer
Srer. At 18, he received 139 from 12387 291 ' Bengis. In
1961, oo M Epstein chose him to be n%7i7 77in in the
N703 779, He also became 722w WXY of 00 vy N2, In
1963, he was appointed 27 of the awh 11731 shul, a
position he held for 40 years. Upon the Satmar Rebbe’s

ladvice, 2py> pn¥ " Weiss selected him as a member of

A the 17 n°2 of the N°7a 779 in 1974. Upon X 7wk M
reund’s 1708 in 1989, he became 7 nN°2 aX. ,
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... as an everlasting statute (*:v* 127%3). *19% adds

niniT? nygi1 XanY — that this m)¥n is applicable in all
generations, even when there is no Wipna n°a. Others
learn it from the P09, 1 DX POIPT WK N¥ MIYA IR 157

the sin of the 3717 23y, Golden Calf] (1:v ©™327). It would

\be improper to publicly read about the sin of the 2;yf

2713. Instead, we allude to it by reading about its £
71722 through the ashes of the 17X 779.
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2781 0333 12X 277 1,
the well-known 2173 "now3
and "7 12 28, once received
a visit from a ®¥MWYAIP, "M
2Py R Fisher 9731 To
the shock and surprise of
the 0%y, the i3 of DY
stood up! After the visitor
departed, the °Xa3 asked R'
Bengis why his guest was
worthy of such an honor. R'
Bengis smiled and said, "A
1¥NYA who learned every
single W™ in °¥33 and Nk

is worthy of this honor."
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lsiving with thg Torah

v . A Contemporary Yosef Mokir Shabbos
Adapted from: 102 Stories That Changed People’s Lives (with kind permission)

(T0:X? NiAY) ...N2Wa NX NIwY? ,N2Wa DR 2RI "1 1wy

The Children of Israel shall observe the naw’ to make the n2w'...

The X721 explains that the repetition of N2wa in this P09 is in reference
to the two elements (7131 and 7inY) involved in honoring N2w. The X”aw1 continues
that the 127p of naw is also two sheep. and there are many doubles on na¥, like og?
71w and two ning etc. So too the naw queen, pays back both in n73 0%y and %
X217 those that respect and selflessly honor naw with lavish royalty.

A young 12 was invited to someone’s home for naw¥. His host was a
simple, honest but impoverished Jew, replete with 2% nX7> and sterling ni7», who
barely eked out a living as a handyman. The mm2 politely turned down his kind
offer, aware that the man was hard-pressed for money. The man begged the 7372
to come and bring a friend along, since he had no guests for n2¥ and what was a
na¥ without guests? The 72 accepted, but also made arrangements for someone
to save a portion of 12’ food in case they came back starving.

On naw °9, the boys knocked on their host’s door. Surprisingly, t3Tp was
recited over good wine, and after the luscious home-made 1771, the host’s wife
served three platters of expensive fish. The host then began singing beautiful,
rousing N7y and spiced the conversation with abundant 717in *727. The chicken
soup was thick and savory, and the main course featured assorted spicy meats,
chicken, and bowls of steaming side dishes, kugels, roasted liver and vegetables.
Their host kept plying them with more and more food until they were sure they
would burst!

Never had the 72 seen so much food at a 773we nNaw, and he could not
help but wonder how the man did it. The mystery niggled at him all n2¥. Glimpsing
him in shul on Sunday morning, dressed in his simple, faded workman’s attire, the
112 could not resist. As soon as davening was over, he asked as politely as he could
what was likely the most impolite question he had ever asked anyone in his life.

“How can you afford such a splendid 7739 naw with food, wines, and
meats fit for a king?”

His answer left the boy openmouthed in amazement.

“I am a simple man, and | work hard throughout the week, scrimping and
saving my pennies N2y 7i13%. | am very careful not to waste a single 9p¥ during the
week. On Thursday, | empty my pockets, and then on Sunday, | start over again.
This past week, | earned a bit more than usual, so | bought an extra type of fish and
the roasted liver.” A chill ran up the m112’s spine as he regarded this “simple Jew,”
in admiration — a contemporary Yosef Mokir Shabbos!

Seven years later, the 7172 was attending an event when he spied his old
friend the handyman, dressed in dressed in fine and quality attire. Remembering
that long-ago conversation, he smiled and good-naturedly asked, “Did you also find
a jewel, like Yosef Mokir Shabbos?”

He chuckled good-naturedly. “I did not find a jewel, but | did stumble
across something else. If you remember from your visit, | live on the ground floor of
a terraced apartment building, with one wall bordering a mountain. Several years
ago, my wife asked me to hang up a picture in the house. | took a nail and started
hammering it in, when, to my shock, part of the wall gave way, and | discovered a
hollow behind it. Intrigued, | broke the wall large enough to climb inside,
discovering a giant empty space in the mountain that is at least three times the size
of my house! Apparently, the contractor must have dug the space for construction
purposes but then sealed it off with a simple wall.

“Realizing we had stumbled upon a modern-day diamond mine, | asked a

TPXY and based on the o3, we hired workers to clear out debris, and now ownj

several rental apartments in the space. The income from the rent is more than /
enough to support the family and allow me to stop working and devote my 4
days to 17in3 7n% and 707 projects!” .

éﬁg{l éagings: (Source: Adapted from Yated Ne'eman - with kind permission)

y R' Yisroel Yaakov Fischer "x1 considered it his |

Heavenly mission to answer people's ni?8w. On one
occasion, he had a painful infection in his leg. Someone
suggested that perhaps the 27 should take a temporary
respite from his demanding schedule. R' Fischer replied, " o

YT 3% UYX 2PR 1ART TR YN 3R 07 X 10y — Heaven |

orbid! In the grave, | will have plenty of time to rest."
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Source: Based on an article in the Yated
ﬁear nom,

A woman whose relative had just passed away approached R'
Yisroel Yaakov Fischer 9731 with a 798¢ about the m%ax. Often,
situations arise in which a mourner is exempt from observing, and is
not even allowed to observe, all the details of n3728 ni3%3. This woman
was in precisely such a situation. When she went to ask R' Fischer her
T78W, he ruled leniently. Nevertheless, the woman still felt
uncomfortable about exempting herself from n%2a8. Her anxiety only
increased when a certain 027 7170 heard about the pos.

"How can you be 9pn?" he asked her indignantly. "What
about nnI 7i22?"

The woman sent her a28% once more to R' Fischer to make
sure she had understood him correctly. Her messenger came back with
the report that, yes, she had understood correctly, and R' Fischer still
stood behind his ruling. A few minutes later, her phone began ringing,
but she was too intent on listening to her messenger. Then came a
knock at the door, and there stood R' Yisroel Yaakov's grandson.

"The 27 sent me to ask what is wrong with your telephone,"
he said, pointing to the still-ringing machine.

The woman quickly picked up the phone. To her shock, the
caller was none other than R' Fischer. "Don’t let people *17 you a8p &!"
he instructed her. "1y 0°W is 7Y 07Y, and what | P92 is what |
1792!" She breathed a sigh of relief upon hearing these words.

My n7n, R' Fischer in his m»37 as an experienced pois
realized that if the question was being presented to him again, then the
woman must have been feeling guilty. It was not enough for her to hear
the P03 repeated. She also needed the reassurance of the conviction of
R' Fischer’s voice, so he had to speak to her on the phone. It is not what
we say that gets our message heard, but rather how it is delivered that
often can make the real difference!

19372 97 M
mT73, Your °27)

*Halacha Corner:
NOD 39Y DIV 992577 : NPT 29228

® This year mo9 27y falls out on naw. There are some interesting
differences between this year and other years.

® For example, this year the prevalent 373 is that the my7 21737 nav is
given by the 27 on the naw before nod 27y N2V,

e However, the 77v97 of 21730 N2V (72 727y)) is read on nos 27y NaY.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 nia%y, it is important to consider these ni377 in the context of
the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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An edited selection of /775 NY/797 niIxP
5780 057 11PI0 7977 )3 938 UL 19 378

The teachings that clarify the laws of the fn17& 7173 (red cow) are well
explained, and its nis3 are similar, yet different*, from the laws of 173y
791y, Its nid%g require 7 times sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and 7
dippings of the 135’s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the 135’s clothing,
7 cows brought throughout Jewish history and 7 pure o°335 participated
and became impure in the service. The unblemished elders of the
must be as perfect in its redness as it is free of blemish. The 173 175
used his personal wealth to construct a ramp on which to lead the 779
MR that is able to atone for the sins of a fine nation. His aides
accompanied him to n°17 7. He rushed to immerse himself a 2™ time
to refute the false teachings of the piT¥. Without delay, he built up
the wood for the fire. Standing to the east, facing west, he slaughtered
the cow, but did not use all its blood. He lit the wood, and opposite the
Iron Gate he sprinkled blood 7 times. He asked everyone as he lifted
each item, “Is this cedar?”, and so on. The ashes were divided into 3
parts. Each shift took a portion. A part was kept for safekeeping until '7

will resuscitate those buried.
*The 7977y 773y, which is brought to atone for the murder of a defenseless traveler, must
be in its 3™ year; the 78 719 must be in its 1% or 2" year. A 378 712 in the 3rd yeay,
is invalid. Both nin® must not be used for any work and must not carry a yok
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