
  

 בס״ד

 לרפו״ש ר׳ יוסף בן איטא חיה, ור׳ אלטר חיים בן יהודית, ור׳ ברוך מרדכי בן טעסיל, ור׳ אברהם בן רחל, ור׳ מתתיהו חיים בן עטיל  
 ולרפו״ש לאה בת שרה ריבא, ורחל בת חיה ביילא, ושרה לאה בת אסנה רחל, וצפורה מלכה בת אסתר ליבא בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 
Yahrtzeits of our 

 גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל
כ״ד תמוז   

5600 – 5662 

1840 – 1902 

 Joseph ר׳ דוֹב was born to זַצַ״ל Joseph ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף
in Graz, Lithuania. Shortly after his בַר מִצְוָה, he 
was sent to Volozhin יְשִיבָה to learn under the 
רלִין) נְצִי״ב  There he became .(ר׳ נַפְתָלִי צְבִי יְהוּדָה בֶּ

known as Yankel חָרִיף, and later the Grazer עִלּוּי. He 
moved on to Kovno, where he received personal הַדְרָכָה 
and became a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of ר  While in .ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל סַלַנְטֶּ
Kovno, he married סְתֵר רָחֵל  in nearby שִעוּר and gave a ,אֶּ
Slabodka. He was, successively, רָב of Vilon (1868), 
Yurburg (1870), then Zhagory and later Kovno. In 1883, 
he served as the Vilna מַגִיד. In 1888, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף became 
the first and only רַב הַכּוֹלֵל (Chief Rabbi) of New York City. 

His beautiful מִדּוֹת טוֹבוֹת shone as he dealt with the 
difficulties of his office. He authored לְבֵית יַעֲקֹב.  

  

 
 

 

Special Summer Notice 
 לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל 

Anyone who would like to have a PDF 
copy of this 2-page version of the 
Pirchei newsletter emailed to them 
during the summer months should 
send us an email with their request 
to: thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body of the 
email whether this is only for the 
summer or if this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing summer! 
The editors  

  

 
 

 
  

Torah Thoughts Adapted from: 
 קוֹל אֵלִיָהוּ

ת חֲמָתִי מֵעַל בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל   ן אַהֲרֹן הַכֹּהֵן הֵשִיב אֶּ לְעָזָר בֶּ ן אֶּ בַמִדְבָר כה:יא(.…)פִינְחָס בֶּ  

ינְחָס    … turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel ,כֹהֵן the אַהֲרֹן son of ,אֶלְעָזָר son of ,פִּ

מָוֶת  יל מִּ שְלֵי י״א:ד) charity, saves a person from death ,צְדָקָה The power of — וּצְדָקָה תַצִּ   (מִּ

 The Vilna Gaon, in his typical style, explains this well known פָסוּק with an insight on the word 

ל as in מַחֲצִית קֶּ  ”צ“ as the middle letter. The ”צ“ has a מַחֲצִית The five letter word .כִּי תִשָא used in מַחֲצִית הַשֶּ

spelled in full (צדי) has the same meaning as the root צדק, in the word צְדָקָה, charity. If you will take a 

deeper look, the two letters found closest to the letter “צ” are “ח” and “י” which together spell חַי — life. 

The two letters furthest from the letter “צ” are “מ” and “ת” which together spell מֵת — death. This is to 

teach us that the power of giving צְדָקָה is able to draw חַי — life — closer, and it also has the opposite 

power; it can push מֵת — death — further away.  

 The Vilna Gaon uses this thought and takes it one step further to help us appreciate a difficult 

) תְהִלִּים in פָסוּק לא-קו:ל ב לוֹ לִצְדָקָה… וַיַעֲמֹד פִינְחָס  :( וַתֵחָשֶּ  — And ינְחָס  recognized this act [ד׳] stood up ...... and פִּ

as if it were צְדָקָה. We see that ְך לֶּ  ,The Vilna Gaon asks .צְדָקָה as פִינְחָס describes the quick action of דָוִד הַמֶּ

what does it mean that פִינְחָס’s act was considered to be צְדָקָה — what is the connection between פִינְחָס’s 

act and צְדָקָה?  

 The Vilna Gaon answers that since צְדָקָה has the power to save a person from death,   פִינְחָס’s act 

of killing זִמְרִי saved the lives of many people. ד׳ considered פִינְחָס’s heroic action, as if it was צְדָקָה. The 

power of צְדָקָה creates such a strong force in this world that it can push away death and save lives. 

 With this, says the Vilna Gaon, we can have a different understanding of  the choice of the word 

ת חֲמָתִי ,פָסוּק in the חֲמָתִי  turned around פִינְחָס .”can be translated to mean “he turned around הֵשִיב .הֵשִיב אֶּ

the letters in the word חֲמָתִי .חֲמָתִי has the letters “ח” and “י” on the outside, and “מ” and “ת” in the inside. 

כְּלַל   were inside the camp of ”ת“ and ”מ“ were being punished and were dying … the letters כְּלַל יִשְרָאֵל

 to bring back life כֹּחַ  had the צְדָקָה The .צְדָקָה as ד׳ s heroic action was recognized by’פִינְחָס — יִשְרָאֵל

 .death far away — ”ת“ and ”מ“  and to push כְּלַל יִשְרָאֵל  inside the camp of ”י“ and ”ח“ —

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
This week’s issue and learning program are dedicated: 

לע״נ הבחור הנחמד ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן 
 יבלחט״א ר׳ יצחק צבי שליט״א

 )נפטר כ״ז תמוז ה׳ תשס״ט(

 This week’s newsletter and learning program are dedicated 

 לרפואה שלמה לר׳ יוסף
 בן איטא חיה שליט״א

PAI NEWS 
Every תְפׅלָּה, especially those 
of our children ( ל בֵית תִינוֹקוֹת שֶּ
 חָפֵץ חַיׅים is powerful. The ,(רַבָן
writes that davening for 
others is a מׅצְוָה דְאוֹרַיְתָא. Even if 
you cannot assist your friend 
with money, you can assist 
him with your תְפִלּוֹת. In this 
time of עׅקְבְתָא דׅמְשׅיחָא, please 
try to say extra תְהִלִּים for  ּאַחֵינו
 of our זְכוּת In the .בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל
collective תְפִלּוֹת, may we be ה  זוֹכֶּ
to the גְאֻלָּה שְלֵמָה בְקָרוֹב! 

 

 

The צִיוּן of  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף
 of NY, is a רַב הַכּוֹלֵל the ,זַצַ״ל
 ,In All for the Boss .מָקוֹם קָדוֹש
the following episode was 
related: In the pre-penicillin 
days, a daughter of ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף 
Herman זַצַ״ל [they were not 
related] was ill with 
pneumonia. He went to the  רַב
 ,On his return trip .צִיוּן s’הַכּוֹלֵל
she was miraculously healed. 
The Satmar Rebbe, R' Yoel 
Teitelbaum זַצַ״ל encouraged his 
ר to visit the חֲסִידִים בֶּ רַב  of the קֶּ
 Today, thousands of .הַכּוֹלֵל
ר flock to the חֲסִידִים בֶּ  on his קֶּ
 Many of these visitors .יאָרצײַט
have reported episodes of 

 .נֶּחָמוֹת and יְשוּעוֹת
 

    

 ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף זַצַ״ל

ב:ג(-)ירמיהו א:א… בטרם אצרך בבטן ידעתיך … דברי ירמיהו הפטרה:   פרשה: פנחס          

אבות פרק ו'   דף יומי: שבת קכ״ז               
0מצות לא תעשה:    6מצות עשה:                                                10שבועות לראש השנה               
Please do not read this publication during קריאת התורה ,קדיש or 19              .חזרת הש״ץ Tamuz, 5780 — July 11, 2020      Vol: 21  Issue: 38  

 לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י,  לע״נ הב׳ מתתי׳ ע״ה בן יבלחט״א משולם זישא הלוי נ״י
 לע״נ לאה בילא בת אלכסנדר משה ז״ל, לע״נ אסתר בת יהושע ע״ה,  לע״נ ר׳ דוד שמעלקא בן אברהם אביגדור ז״ל, לע״נ שפרה בת ר׳ מרדכי ז״ל

טשרנה בת ר׳ מאיר ליבער ז״ל״נ לע״נ ר׳ אברהם אליעזר בן ר׳ נתן בנימין ז״ל,  לע״נ ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד,  לע״נ ר׳ שמואל מנחם משה בן ר׳ יצחק הכהן ז״ל, לע  
 לזכות לשידוך בקרוב לר׳ מנחם צבי בן איטקה שליט״א  ור׳ אברהם בן זיסל בתי׳ שליט״א
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 :Questions of the week רַשִ״י 
1.Where is there a ז מֶּ הַמַיִם וּךְנִס for תוֹרָה hint, in the ,רֶּ , pouring of 

the water? 
2.What is the ץ רֶּ ךְ אֶּ רֶּ  teaches us תוֹרָה proper conduct, that the ,דֶּ

regarding how one should treat a guest? 

Answers 

1. On the 2
nd

 day, it says: ם ֶּ on the 6 ;וְנִסְכֵּיה
th

on the 7 ;וּנְסָכֶּ יהָ  ,
th

 The .כְּמִשְפָטָ ם ,
highlighted extra letters spell the word (29:11 — ד״ה וְנִסְכֵיהֶם) מַיִם. 

2. Just as the number of animals offered on each day of סוּכּוֹת decreased daily, so, 
too, a person should progressively decrease the richness of the food that is 
prepared for a guest (29:35 — ד״ה עֲצֶרֶת תִהְיֶה לָכֶם). 

For sponsorship or comments, please call: 718 972 2188 or Fax: 718 506 9633. 

 

ר קִנֵא לֵאלֺקָיו וַיְכַפֵר עַל בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל  וְהָיְתָה לּוֹ וּלְזַרְעוֹ אַחֲרָיו בְרִית כְּהֻנַת עוֹלָם תַחַת אֲשֶּ

 And it shall be for him and for his offspring after him a covenant of eternal 
priesthood, because he took vengeance for his G-d and he atoned for the Children of 
Israel (בַמִדְבָר כה:יג). 
 For his great self-sacrifice, פִנְחָס was rewarded with בְרִית כְּהֻנַת עוֹלָם, a 
covenant of eternal priesthood. The commentators discuss how this reward was 
appropriate for the deed that פִנְחָס had carried out. R’Zalman Sorotzkin ( אוֹזְנַיִם

 who performs the priestly service is כֹּהֵן explains: according to one opinion, a (לַתוֹרָה
acting as a  ַשָלִיח, representative, of both ד׳ and כְּלַל יִשְרָאֵל. Thus, this reward was 
most fitting for פִנְחָס, who acted for the sake of Heaven and in so doing, saved the 
Jewish people from further deaths. 
 Divine reward is always bestowed ד מִדָּה גֶּ  measure for measure. The ,מִדָּה כְּנֶּ
reward one receives for a good deed is appropriate for that particular deed. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In the spring of 1996, Mr. Abe Kimmel from Somerset, NJ, was admitted 
to the Metropolitan Jewish Geriatric Center in Boro Park, suffering from a 
debilitating illness. Three months later, he passed away. That day, R' Dovid 
Grossman, Chaplain at the Geriatric Center, received a phone call from Mr. 
Kimmel’s daughter. Their rabbi was bedridden and was unable to officiate at the 
funeral. Would it be possible for R' Grossman to officiate? R' Grossman agreed, and 
asked if someone could provide him with some information about the deceased 
which could be used in his eulogy. 
 Mrs. Stein gave the phone to her husband, who told R' Grossman, “For 40 
years — until his deteriorating health made it impossible — my father-in-law arose 
daily at 3:00 AM to recite the entire תְהִלִּים. After that, he joined the early מִנְיָן in 
shul, but he never davened with them. He preferred davening with the 2nd מִנְיָן. He 
would join the early מִנְיָן, which often was poorly attended, so that he could serve as 
the 10th man if necessary. It happened many times that, indeed, my father-in-law 
was the tenth man.” 
 R' Grossman thanked Mr. Stein and said that it was not necessary for him 
to hear anything more. 
 At the funeral the next day, the local rabbi spoke briefly, saying that he 
left his sickbed to eulogize Mr. Kimmel, who had been a pillar of the shul’s מִנְיָן for 
the past four decades. His speech was followed by R' Grossman’s eulogy. Then, R' 
Grossman approached Mrs. Stein and said, “There is a special mourners קַדִּיש to 
recite at the cemetery after burial. However, if you think that there will not be a מִנְיָן 
there, then we can recite a chapter of תְהִלִּים now which will be followed by קַדִּיש.” 
Calculating quickly, Mrs. Stein replied that only eight men, including R' Grossman, 
would be at the cemetery. תְהִלִּים, was said at the chapel followed by the mourner’s 
 .קַדִּיש
 It was a hot day. The small group stood sweltering in the heat as the 
gentile gravediggers went about their work. R' Grossman turned to the family and 
said, “It would be a great מִצְוָה if you would take spade in hand and cover the coffin 
with earth.” 

 The men conferred briefly. They decided to undertake the מִצְוָה. The 
extreme heat, coupled with their inexperience, made the task take very long. As the 
last shovels full of earth were being placed onto the grave, a car drove into the 
cemetery with 2 obviously religious Jewish men, who had come in observance of a 
 R' Grossman hurried over and told them, “If you would join us, the special .יאָרצײַט
 .to be recited at a burial could be recited.” The two readily obliged קַדִּיש
 R' Grossman later telephoned Mrs. Stein, “Do you realize what happened 
at the cemetery? For 40 years, your father dedicated himself to ensuring that 
others would have a מִנְיָן when they needed it. And so Heaven ensured that, when 

a מִנְיָן was needed in order for קַדִּיש to be recited in memory of your father, 
those 2 strangers appeared at precisely the right moment.” 

 The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed to make your ב שַבָת רֶּ  עֶּ
fulfilling and memorable. During the weeks leading up to קַבָלַת הַתוֹרָה and 
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes before מִנְחָה every ב שַבָת רֶּ  ,in your home ,עֶּ

 .Learn for an hour or more and get an additional raffle entry .בֵית מִדְרָש or local יְשִיבָה
There is no particular לִמוּד to learn — you can even review חָד תַרְגוּם  If you .שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
arrange for a group to learn on the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn about הִלְכוֹת שַבָת or 
 you will receive an extra raffle entry. The contest is open for all ages up to ,קִדּוּשַת שַבָת
12th grade. To join the program, send a weekly email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com 

 Learning Contest 5780 עֶרֶב שַבָת

by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your name, grade, יְשִיבָה, city, state, and contact # 
and your name will be entered into a drawing for a beautiful set of מִקְרָאוֹת גְדוֹלוֹת חוּמָשִים! 

  

Living with the Torah 
Measure for Measure 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִי הֲלָכָה.                                   Layout used with permission of AIA. Sponsor/comment call: 718 972 2188 fax: 718 506 9633. 

 
 

 

 
 

 Focus on Middos בס״ד
Story adapted from The Rav HaKolel and His Generation 

(Yonah Landau) 

Dear Talmid, 
 When the רַב הַכּוֹלֵל, Chief Rabbi, R' Yaakov Yosef זַצַ״ל arrived 
in America in 1888, a large עוֹלָם, contingency, traveled to Hoboken, New 
Jersey, to greet him. The Aller ship was scheduled to dock on שַבָת 
morning (שַבָת פָרָשַת פִינְחָס). The elegant Meyers Hotel of Hoboken was 
rented for the occasion. On שַבָת morning 7:00am, the Aller ship docked 
at Hoboken, exactly on schedule. The רָב remained on the ship until 
 Hundreds of people waited impatiently to catch their first .מוֹצָאֵי שַבָת
sight of the רָב, the new spiritual leader of American Jewry. 
 As soon as שַבָת was over, a mass ‘emigration’ took place from 
New York to New Jersey. The only way to travel was by ferry. Many 
hundreds  of  Yidden  booked  a  seat  on  the  nighttime  ferry  to  the 
Hoboken Harbor. With great pomp and ceremony, the leaders of New 
York Jewry walked up the gangplank, greeted the new רָב, and escorted 
him into a waiting carriage.  
 A  caravan  of  carriages  filled  with  VIP’s  then  rode  to  the 
Meyer’s Hotel, where a beautiful קַבָלַת פָנִים ceremony took place. R' 
Yonah Johns, the dedicated president of the אֲגֻדַּת הַקְהִלּוֹת, who had 
provided most of the funding for the new רָב’s arrival, welcomed the רָב 
in the name of all American Jewry. He handed the רָב a silver tray, upon 
which  bread  and  salt  were  prepared,  as  was  the  custom  when 
welcoming royalty. He recited the חָלַק מֵחָכְמָתוֹ לִירֵאָיו ,בְרָכָה  followed by ,שֶּ
a rousing ּחֱיָנו הֶּ  .echoed through the reception room אָמֵן The joyous .שֶּ
When the עוֹלָם quieted, the רָב began his מַה יָפוּ פְעָמַיִךְ בַנְעָלִים ,דְּרָשָה, How 
beautiful are your footsteps in the shoes, [תַרְגוּם: referring to the 
beautiful shoes of walking the עוֹלֵי רְגָלִים! Similarly, this show of 
traveling to greet a רָב, was of equal beauty in ד׳’s eyes!]     
 My תַלְמִיד, sadly his welcome was short-lived. His 14 years 
were filled with terrible pain and ת  but, throughout his ordeal, he ;מַחֲלֺקֶּ
lived with the same message which he began on that 1st day — find the 
good and focus on the beauty of כְּלַל יִשְרָאֵל! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת   רֶּ

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   
In the last year of his life, R' Yaakov Joseph, זַצַ״ל, delivered the 
 In front of an overflowing audience, he slowly .שַבָת שוּבָה דְּרָשָה
ascended the בִימָה and began with the words, “שטײֵט אִין רַמְבַ״ם — 
It says in the רַמְבַ״ם”. He then fell silent and moments later burst 
into uncontrollable tears. After a few moments, he said, “ אִיר

ן אַ רַמְבַ״ם? סעֶּ ם עִלּוּי פוּן װאָלאָזן צוּ פאַרגעֶּ ס מײֵנט פאַר דעֶּ  — װײֵסט װאָס עֶּ
Do you understand what it means for the עִלּוּי from Volozhin to 
forget a Rambam?” … and with that he sat down.  

Sage Sayings 
Source: Yated Ne’eman 

 

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context 
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. 

*Halacha Corner:  
  הִלְכוֹת עִנְיָנֵי דְיוֹמָא: בֵין הַמְצָרִים

 The שָלִיחַ צִבוּר uses the name  ָבמְנַחֵם א  when announcing the month 
on the  ַבָתש  before ש  .ראֹש חֹדֶּ

 Some people have the מִנְהָג that when they date a letter during this 
period, they refer to the month as אָב from ש אָבט׳ בְ  till ראֹש חֹדֶּ  and 
then, for the rest of the month, they write  ָבמְנַחֵם א . 

 

 
 


