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Torah Thoughts
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o3, son of YN, son of 1978 the 175, turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel ...

Ny 2°¥n Ap78 — The power of 773, charity, saves a person from death (7:87 *5u?)

The Vilna Gaon, in his typical style, explains this well known 103 with an insight on the word
menn as in YpYa noxon used in Ripn *3. The five letter word n°%nn has a “¥” as the middle letter. The “¥”
spelled in full (*7%) has the same meaning as the root p7%, in the word np7¥, charity. If you will take a
deeper look, the two letters found closest to the letter “x” are “n” and “” which together spell 'n — life.
The two letters furthest from the letter “X” are “n” and “n” which together spell ni» — death. This is to
teach us that the power of giving fp7% is able to draw "n — life — closer, and it also has the opposite
power; it can push ni» — death — further away.

The Vilna Gaon uses this thought and takes it one step further to help us appreciate a difficult
P08 in 2°PaR (XD-2:1p): Ap7¥Y ¥ 2wnm ... onps Ty — And o stood up and ['7] recognized this act
as if it were 77p7%. We see that 79n3 717 describes the quick action of onys as np73. The Vilna Gaon asks,
what does it mean that 07°8’s act was considered to be 7% — what is the connection between 0i19’s
act and mp7x?

The Vilna Gaon answers that since 7127% has the power to save a person from death, ©ns’s act
of killing »1 saved the lives of many people. "7 considered of8’s heroic action, as if it was 7p7%. The
power of 77X creates such a strong force in this world that it can push away death and save lives.

With this, says the Vilna Gaon, we can have a different understanding of the choice of the word
N in the PIdy, "npn DR 2°W3. 2°W3 can be translated to mean “he turned around”. ofy® turned around
the letters in the word "nai. *niig has the letters “n” and “»” on the outside, and “n” and “n” in the inside.

o8 993 were being punished and were dying ... the letters “»” and “n” were inside the camp of 993
%7y — onps’s heroic action was recognized by "7 as AR7%. The 7p7% had the 15 to bring back life
— “n” and “” inside the camp of 7%7%? %23 and to push “n” and “n” —
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AP 2py> M Joseph 9731 was born to 217 ™ Joseph
in Graz, Lithuania. Shortly after his 7)%» 73, he
| was sent to Volozhin 712°¥ to learn under the
2%y (1972 373 8 °9R01 ). There he became
known as Yankel 7™, and later the Grazer "17y. He
moved on to Kovno, where he received personal 112773
and became a p7an Tn7A of TWI20 PRI . While in
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copy of this 2-page version of the
Pirchei newsletter emailed to them
during the summer months should
send us an email with their request

| Anyone who would like to have a POF|

Kovno, he married 517 79K, and gave a 7WY in nearby
Slabodka. He was, successively, 27 of Vilon (1868),
Yurburg (1870), then Zhagory and later Kovno. In 1883,
he served as the Vilna 7. In 1888, 701> 2py> "1 became

|the first and only %2133 27 (Chief Rabbi) of New York City. f
A\ His beautiful niaiv nim shone as he dealt with the/

N ifﬁculties of his office. He authored 2py> n*a5. _

This week’s issue and learning program are dedicated:

73 7Y 2T VTR TANNT TAT IV
NIDOOR 23 21185 17 N

(vrown ;7 1N 1775 WD)

to: thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com.
Please indicate in the body of the
email whether this is only for the

summer or if this is for all year.

Have a safe, relaxing summer!
The editors

This week’s newsletter and learning program are dedicated

0o 195 5w INIDID
N"DSR 777 NN )2

90 12 0PN IPHND ) 9N 12 DNIAN N ,20PV 125370 TH2 /N, TN 12 D1N VIR ) ,7PN NOON 12 O 1 wnad

HNIY Y9N INY TINA XDY INON N2 NN NNAY 500 MDX NI XY 7YY, X9 7N N2 5N N

257 MY N IND W)

10 MvN YN Mmynav
19 Tamuz, 5780 — July 11, 2020

Vol: 21 lIssue: 38
\7713! qpq’q :P;?? ™

The 1% of A 2Py M
Srer the H%i37 27 of NY, is a
wiTp oipn. In All for the Boss,
the following episode was
related: In the pre-penicillin
days, a daughter of noi» 2py> M
Herman 931 [they were not
related] was ill with
pneumonia. He went to the 27
5%997’s 1°%. On his return trip,
she was miraculously healed.
The Satmar Rebbe, R' Yoel
Teitelbaum 9731 encouraged his
0°7°01 to visit the 12p of the 27
5%i23. Today, thousands of
2707 flock to the 72p on his
vX°. Many of these visitors
have reported episodes of

iy and Ningl.
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Every n7om, especially those
of our children (n2%¢ nipirn
121), is powerful. The o»nyan
writes that davening for
others is a xpmix7 mun. Even if
you cannot assist your friend
with money, you can assist
him with your ni%sn. In this
time of xmwn7 XD3py, please
try to say extra o*pan for wnx
X7 °12. In the niop of our
collective nivon, may we be it
to the 21pa My Al



lsiving with theg Torah

v . Measure for Measure

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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And it shall be for him and for his offspring after him a covenant of eternal |

priesthood, because he took vengeance for his G-d and he atoned for the Children of
Israel (3:715 127932).

For his great self-sacrifice, oma was rewarded with 7% n37? n™3, a
covenant of eternal priesthood. The commentators discuss how this reward was
appropriate for the deed that oni® had carried out. R'Zalman Sorotzkin ( @rix
17in%) explains: according to one opinion, a 139 who performs the priestly service is
acting as a 2V, representative, of both "7 and 987> 993. Thus, this reward was
most fitting for om1s, who acted for the sake of Heaven and in so doing, saved the
Jewish people from further deaths.

Divine reward is always bestowed 7% 7319 1179, measure for measure. The
reward one receives for a good deed is appropriate for that particular deed.

In the spring of 1996, Mr. Abe Kimmel from Somerset, NJ, was admitted
to the Metropolitan Jewish Geriatric Center in Boro Park, suffering from a
debilitating illness. Three months later, he passed away. That day, R' Dovid
Grossman, Chaplain at the Geriatric Center, received a phone call from Mr.
Kimmel’s daughter. Their rabbi was bedridden and was unable to officiate at the
funeral. Would it be possible for R' Grossman to officiate? R' Grossman agreed, and
asked if someone could provide him with some information about the deceased
which could be used in his eulogy.

Mrs. Stein gave the phone to her husband, who told R' Grossman, “For 40
years — until his deteriorating health made it impossible — my father-in-law arose
daily at 3:00 AM to recite the entire 0°97n. After that, he joined the early 7 in
shul, but he never davened with them. He preferred davening with the 2™ 7. He
would join the early 11», which often was poorly attended, so that he could serve as
the 10" man if necessary. It happened many times that, indeed, my father-in-law
was the tenth man.”

R" Grossman thanked Mr. Stein and said that it was not necessary for him
to hear anything more.

At the funeral the next day, the local rabbi spoke briefly, saying that he
left his sickbed to eulogize Mr. Kimmel, who had been a pillar of the shul’s 12311 for
the past four decades. His speech was followed by R' Grossman’s eulogy. Then, R
Grossman approached Mrs. Stein and said, “There is a special mourners w7p to
recite at the cemetery after burial. However, if you think that there will not be a 1:1»
there, then we can recite a chapter of 2°97n now which will be followed by v7p.”
Calculating quickly, Mrs. Stein replied that only eight men, including R' Grossman,
would be at the cemetery. o°97n, was said at the chapel followed by the mourner’s
vTp.

It was a hot day. The small group stood sweltering in the heat as the
gentile gravediggers went about their work. R' Grossman turned to the family and
said, “It would be a great mxn if you would take spade in hand and cover the coffin
with earth.”

The men conferred briefly. They decided to undertake the m¥n. The
extreme heat, coupled with their inexperience, made the task take very long. As the
last shovels full of earth were being placed onto the grave, a car drove into the
cemetery with 2 obviously religious Jewish men, who had come in observance of a
v2eRe. R' Grossman hurried over and told them, “If you would join us, the special
U7 to be recited at a burial could be recited.” The two readily obliged.

R" Grossman later telephoned Mrs. Stein, “Do you realize what happened

at the cemetery? For 40 years, your father dedicated himself to ensuring thatf

others would have a 7212 when they needed it. And so Heaven ensured that, whe
a 121 was needed in order for ¥7p to be recited in memory of your father,
those 2 strangers appeared at precisely the right moment.”

naw 37y Iegarning Contest 5780 ‘

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed to make your nay :mz

fulfilling and memorable. During the weeks leading up to 77T n22p and

beyond, learn at least 45 minutes before 771 every N2¥ 27y, in your home,

72 or local W n°2. Learn for an hour or more and get an additional raffle entry.
There is no particular 737 to learn — you can even review D378 T08) Xpn 2°3¢. If you
arrange for a group to learn on the phone, and have a MY to learn about n2w nisy or
nav Y R, you will receive an extra raffle entry. The contest is open for all ages up to
121 grade. To join the program, send a weekly email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your name, grade, 12°%, city, state, and contact #
and your name will be entered into a drawing for a beautiful set of oW ni?i73 nikpR /

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 112"

Foecus on Middos <roa

\ / Story adapted from The Rav HaKolel and His Generation
(Yonah Landay

ﬁear Talmid,

When the 99133 27, Chief Rabbi, R' Yaakov Yosef 931 arrived
in America in 1888, a large 0?1y, contingency, traveled to Hoboken, New
Jersey, to greet him. The Aller ship was scheduled to dock on naw
morning (o719 NS naw). The elegant Meyers Hotel of Hoboken was
rented for the occasion. On n2aw¥ morning 7:00am, the Aller ship docked
at Hoboken, exactly on schedule. The 17 remained on the ship until
naY "R¥in. Hundreds of people waited impatiently to catch their first
sight of the 27, the new spiritual leader of American Jewry.

As soon as N2Y was over, a mass ‘emigration’ took place from
New York to New Jersey. The only way to travel was by ferry. Many
hundreds of Yidden booked a seat on the nighttime ferry to the
Hoboken Harbor. With great pomp and ceremony, the leaders of New
York Jewry walked up the gangplank, greeted the new 217, and escorted
him into a waiting carriage.

A caravan of carriages filled with VIP’s then rode to the
Meyer’s Hotel, where a beautiful 2232 n?2p ceremony took place. R'
Yonah Johns, the dedicated president of the ni»7pa N8, who had
provided most of the funding for the new 27’s arrival, welcomed the 27
in the name of all American Jewry. He handed the 17 a silver tray, upon
which bread and salt were prepared, as was the custom when
welcoming royalty. He recited the 712793, 8% inpamn ponv, followed by
a rousing WgaW. The joyous 1% echoed through the reception room.
When the 0%y quieted, the 27 began his 7¢/77, ©°9v32 0y 12 19, How
beautiful are your footsteps in the shoes, [@17A: referring to the
beautiful shoes of walking the %37 *%iv! Similarly, this show of
traveling to greet a 27, was of equal beauty in "7’s eyes!]

My 7n9n, sadly his welcome was short-lived. His 14 years
were filled with terrible pain and ngmn; but, throughout his ordeal, he

lived with the same message which he began on that 1% day — find the
ood and focus on the beauty of 2872 973!

1972 997 o
mTn3, Your "2}

Sage dayings

Source: Yated Ne’eman
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In the last year of his life, R' Yaakov Joseph, 2”31, delivered the
YT 72 nav. In front of an overflowing audience, he slowly
ascended the i 2 and began with the words, “07an1 X vOY —
It says in the 0"2an7”. He then fell silent and moments later burst
into uncontrollable tears. After a few moments, he said, “ X
?D"E?QW_ X JYOYAIRD X ]T&b&ﬂ 75 oy QYT IR LI Oy ORM Lo —
Do you understand what it means for the »%y from Volozhin to

\igrget a Rambam?” ... and with that he sat down. j
" *Halacha Corner:
B D907 173 ;NPT 29999 957
\-/ 7 H 7 7

® The M3 MY uses the name ax amn when announcing the month
on the n2v before w7 wX".

e Some people have the 371 that when they date a letter during this
period, they refer to the month as 2§ from w7f W& till 2832 '© and
then, for the rest of the month, they write a8 ann.

*Since we only discuss a few nis%y, it is important to consider these ni373 in the context
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

»94 Questions of the week: }

1.Where is there a m7, hint, in the 77in for a3 701, pouring o,
the water?

2.What is the yIX 977, proper conduct, that the 77in teaches us

regarding how one should treat a guest?

{Inswers
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