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Torah Thoughts

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way
(with kind permission from Rabbi Sholom Smith)

v mAn X9 72ynY P10
.. And you will be only on top and not on the bottom. (3:12 0"327)

A person cannot be on top and on the bottom at the same time. Why then does the 717in have
to tell us that “you will be only on top and not on the bottom”?

1793 P78 21 of Lublin explains with the [99a of yay» (:7 /& 077 *127), “ DY 0277 219720 7712 O
9123 — If You will bless me and You extend my borders.” What exactly did y2v> mean when he asked for
both a blessing and for an extension of his borders? pi7¥ 27 explains that people may be given
tremendous nix72. However, if they are not properly equipped to handle them, the ni>72 can destroy
their lives. 2y asked "7 for a blessing, but, prudently, he also asked "7 to extend his borders. y2y> asked
to become a bigger, better and wiser person, a man of deeper understanding and broader horizons, a
man who would be the master of his nix72.

People who receive n572 are not always equipped to handle them. There are some people who
win the lottery. One day they were bagging groceries and the next day they are multimillionaires. How
are they affected? Often their lives fall apart. The lottery winner has not changed, his horizons have not
broadened. He is still the same worker, just with a few more dollars in his bank account. He does not
know how to deal with several million dollars, and so, it destroys his life.

How, then, does one become a bigger person? The X773 explains (.10 773n) based on the 7997
of yay»: “If You will bless me with 77in and expand my borders with 2>7%a. If You give me 17in," yaw
davened, "please also give me 0>7"7R with whom to share it." A competent *27 needs his growth in 77in
to be together with that of his >7%n. His om0 question him and help analyze his thoughts. y2y> was
asking that together with his 2775 he would be the most successful in broadening his understanding in
77in learning.

This is what the 717in means: *7 will give us numerous ni>)3; however, we will only be on top
and He will make sure that we do not remain on the bottom — little people with nid72 too big to
handle. As we grow in our ni373, so also, He will help us grow and mature to appreciate the

nio73a properly.
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Dyt 9 99Rp 2Py Y was born in the Verboi,
| Czechoslovakia to 9Xp1m» 03728 M (the city's 27)
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and 7. He was taught by his father before

being sent to the Pressburg 12t where he
became a pgan 770 of the 7o an3. He also learned by
1908 PUYY " Landsberg (Grosswardein). He married the
daughter of X7 " Shveir (27 in Sobotitch). When his
father-in-law was v91 in 1860, 298P 2Py 1 became 17
In 1872, he was appointed 17 in his native city of Verboi,
and then, in 1890, he became 27 and 728" of Budapest.
A brilliant 1797 and orator, 28p 2py> " valiantly fought to

Ibuild a thriving orthodox community w7ipa 1w %v. Al
! few of his 77in "7 are found in 1@ NVY (written by “

Dis son-in- law 97¥T 72037 D198 277 ).
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arisen against me false witnesses who breathe violence.

The current state of affairs in the UN bears testimony to
the timelessness of 93 M7's words. Throughout the
generations our enemies have made up false stories in
order to arouse violence against 281 993. R' Pam 7731
gave his insight behind the creation of the UN (United
Nations) that was formed in 1945 after WWII. 5113 tell us
that at the time of oW, the nations of the world will all
try to claim that everything they developed was for 993
OX7's benefit. "7 will show each nation the records of

their decrees against 2% 32 (@Y w1 &1 %70 'y). R

Pam explained that the “official” record of the 193
_member nations are recorded in the UN.
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The highlighted w77 at
any public event was the Y77
of 931 97 o8P 2Py M. It was
inspiring, thought provoking,
and delivered in a unique
oratory style. 2py? "7's einikel
once found him pacing back
and forth, quietly repeating an
upcoming aw77. Bewildered,
the =2 asked, “Zaidy, you
give hundreds of niw77;, do
you still need to prepare?” His
Zaidy explained one of his
secrets, “By now | suppose |
know what to say, but | still
need to always prepare what

to leave out and not to say!l”
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Every m7on, especially those
of our children (32 %y nipirn
121), is powerful. The onyan
writes that davening for
others is a xpaixy mygn. Even if
you cannot assist your friend
with money, you can assist
him with your ni%on. In this
time of xpunT Xn2pY, please
try to say extra o*yan for oy
X 32, In the mor of our
collective nivan, may we be it
to the 2i7pa mw moxal
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9 Living with the Timglgss Torah
v Our. Eternal Secret (R* Shmuel Dishon X"0°7w)

Adapted from The Jewish Observer (with kind permission)
—~—_

21717 and M973v0;7 from 22773 on the message of a catastrophic time:

During the weeks leading up to mys W&, this column will continue to

feature some timeless min messages from our 287 °2173, both past and present,

on how we can change ourselves for the better during these unprecedented times.
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It is a NO27INT 7Y M3y, [to gather together as a community] to wake up
and repent ... when any communal tragic event occurs ... If one does not wake up
and repent, but rather says that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty ...
[since it causes] additional calamities to occur (3-X:X 2 miva Nidha orana).

In the last few decades %71 %93 and the rest world have witnessed
some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His message? R’ Pam 9731
would explain that although "7 knows that we have no o°X°21 who can tell us the
exact message, He is definitely still sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is
sending a message, and we must start by fixing our own faults.

oo oo oo oo oo

X237 IMYYN says, DA DX 770 WK 2Py 102 X 1T M 19 197 — Therefore,
so said "7, Who redeemed 07725, to the house of 37y ... (22:03). The W offers a
fascinating translation. [When R’ Aharon Kotler would quote this @77 he would
emphasize its powerful message.] 1"a& 0373 survived the fiery furnace because [in
the merit] of the building of the House of 2py? [his future generations].

DRI 993 passed many trials and tribulations from the time "7 exiled us
from W7p3 77X (the Holy Land). But none of them compare to the fiery furnace that
X 993 endured from 1939 to 1944. Today (this was written in May 2005), sixty
years later, it is still too early for us to assess its damage. It is far beyond human
comprehension.

... The survivors all realized that they had to overcome and conquer their
personal feelings ... They had to wrestle with the difficulty of getting up every
morning, burdened with the memory of what they had lost.

But they had a mission ... in most cases, under very difficult conditions, in
an alien country ... In America, the situation was similar. Yet the survivors were
dedicated to rebuilding ... They formed an army of giants — individuals who were
able to maintain their strong 73m¥ in '7, despite the Divine concealment that they
experienced. Where did they derive their strength from?

There are two parts of one P13 that tell us about the fundamental
difference between the reactions of 2py? and Wy to a loss: 712 2Py 71, and 27
cooked a stew, and v XM 77T M WY X2, and 1y came from the field, and he
was tired (v3:13 NWR12). This took place on the day that 1728 772K left the world.
YT Y, with his sharp mind, could not comprehend the death of his grandfather,
and proclaimed, “This old sage was smitten with the strict measure of justice. There
is neither justice nor a Judge.” This notion of a leaderless world brought out the
worst in him. As 917 tell us, Wy committed five major ninay that day.

What did 1728 2py> do? 7297 dictates that the ax eats a 7730 when he
comes home from the burial. The components of the 7739 are all indicators of n?2p
oMY 717, acceptance of '7’s judgment and declaration of the intention to continue
life in accordance with "7’s Will ... As R” Avigdor Miller 9731 said, “Some approach a
difficulty as an excuse for failure, and some perceive it as an impetus for growth!”...
If when confronting a moment of difficulty, one accepts it as a challenge, "7 endows
a human being with a 7323 that mortals are not believed to possess ...

R' Moshe Prager 9731 documents the astounding inner strength of our
nation (Those Who Did Not Yield). Can any other nation comprehend such 17333,
inner strength, let alone duplicate it? ... Our community used its funds to build living
memorials — niw» and 2Py n°2's, @793 and miRa Ninipy, as well as institutions of

| 707 unrivalled in the past ...

X237 3VYT continues, MM Y19 1AV X9 2Py v mny 8 — 32 will not,

be ashamed now, and his face will not be pale. Now, when he sees his children ..,
ith these children, we will be marching to welcome 1p7¥ m¥n "1 and
there unite with all those o™i DWiTp.

naw 29y legarning Contest 5780

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed to make your nay :w

fulfilling and memorable. During the weeks leading up to 17in3 n22ap and

beyond, learn at least 45 minutes before 1 every naw 17y, in your home,
12w or local wWM7n n°a. Learn for an hour or more and get an additional raffle entry.
There is no particular 7% to learn — you can even review 23370 708) Rpn DY, If you
arrange for a group to learn on the phone, and have a "w¥ to learn about naw nis>v or
nav nATp, you will receive an extra raffle entry. The contest is open for all ages up to
12 grade. To join the program, send a weekly email to thepircheinewsletter @gmail.com

by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your name, grade, 1120, city, state, and contact #}
and your name will be entered into a drawing for a beautiful set of W Ni2i73 NiXPRY

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 12"

Focus on Middos 703

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

ﬁear Talmid,

Srer P 9ERP 2Py M was recognized as the leading and
respected representative of Hungarian orthodoxy. The official title
Orthodox Chief Rabbi of Budapest was never filled after his 17°v9. He
was even chosen by Emperor Francis Joseph | as his royal councilor and
was also the first Rabbi ever to represent the Orthodox Jewish
community in the Upper House of Parliament.

YR 2Py 7's political rank and high esteem almost caused a
major upset in the hierarchy of government. The then 89-year-old Rov
was asked to stay away from the inaugural meeting. The issue was that
he was the oldest statesman in the upper house of Parliament and the
inaugural meeting was always opened by the current president (Ed.
Note: It seems that his age automatically made him the president). The
government did not want to risk the scandal that the upper house
would be led by an orthodox rabbi, even if only for one day. %98p 2Py
complied with the request and missed the first day of the meeting due
to his “illness”.

As the 27 and 77281 in Budapest, he dealt with many
community-related issues. He established a community Cheder to
teach 177in in the way of his forefathers and named it ¥ n7in. He also
built an elaborate community complex of niX)pn and innovated and
developed the concept of a community Jewish hospital, old-age home
and a free [paid by communal funds] Xg7p 8737, burial society.

My Tnn, while 9731 977 998p 2py> 's position as the
Orthodox Rabbi in the Hungarian Government is insignificant in today’s
history books, his 931 n9n in his capacity as the 27 and 7728 still
bears fruit today. The old age home, the mpn complex, and the n7in

RY™7R X720 fast and have their 010 on 778 7 and follow his tradition of

remembering members who recently passed away. This is our eternal
77iR’s testimony of his selfless w93 n7°0n.
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Heard around the Shabbos table

( =
Drer 7 D98P 2Py s annual Y7 IR 7 in the packed Kazinczy
Utcai main Shul would reduce the 7197p to tears, reminiscing
about the niaiv nimm of members and 9877 *2173 who passed
away in the prior year. In his last year, when he was too weak to
prepare, the X7 X727 still sent him their customary nominal
payment. 771 " is reported to have joked, “ Xpinyn ,v202 o
(: A%m) P2 — If a word is worth one ¥99, silence is worth

two — ™M 1PN IR BN V2D TR UIPN PR BN K IR

*Halacha Corner:
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® The most preferable time to begin nim%o is in the last three hours of
the night — the watch before amga nivy.

® There is a well-accepted 3711 to start the first nimoy after midnight
on p"w¥in. One reason is that we want to begin with the mmnw of
nav; therefore, we should say nim %o still dressed in naw clothing.

*Since we only discuss a few ni373, it is important to consider these ni377 in the context
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

¢y Questions of thg week:
1.The o°p103 list 11 specific 27K, corresponding to 11 of the
2°v2Y. Which 0¥ was deliberately left out by nyh? Why?
2.How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to
truly appreciate and understand his "27?
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