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Torah Thoughts
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On the second day of niap in a year following unw (i.e., in the eighth year from the previous fvny), we are
commanded that the entire 987t %29 — men, women and children — should gather in the oWw3 n5y, women'’s
courtyard, of the wWipnan»a and listen to a public 77in reading from 2127 190. This is learned from ayy N8 70pa
"3 AU WM DWIRG, Gather together the people, men, women and children, etc. ... (2:8% 0°727).

ninyixg, trumpets, would be sounded throughout 2937 to gather the people. The 177in 790 would be
ceremoniously passed from hand to hand to certain dignitaries until the 77in 199 went to the %173 172 and then to the
king. At the gathering, the king, who was on a large wooden platform that was set up in the center of the oW1 N5y,
would read (preferably standing) from specific sections of 2727 790.

The sections of 2127 190 that were read to the people that gathered were:

1) From the beginning of 2127 790 until the end of the first 7Y9 of ynw (v - XX 0™27)
2) From vy ok 7777 until the end of the second 7¢/2 of ¥nY (X3-37:R° 0127)
3) From yn 7y until the end of the nisna and nivHp (v0:m3-22:7° 127).

MBI WawR

The 717 explains that one of the purposes of reading the 1771 in such a large public gathering is to inspire
every person in P87 993 to have a renewed love and greater respect for the 17in. The 77iR is the very essence of
X 993, and living with the 717in is our purpose in this world and the next.

How will this renewed love for the 117in be created? Imagine a national event that happens only once every
seven years. The excitement, the commotion, the tens of questions from the inquisitive children and those who want
to understand what is happening. People will ask, “What is the purpose of this large gathering?” This will lead to the
answer, “We have all come together to hear words of n7in. The 17in is our very essence, our beauty and our
splendor!” There will be more questions and answers and conversation about the 177in.

In such an exciting atmosphere, the people will sing new praises of the 77in and hear new explanations of
its beauty. Everyone, especially the children and unlearned, will be so inspired in their heart that they will have a new
desire to learn 77in. They will be taught a new appreciation of "7 and His 17in. This gathering and inspiration will
enable the nation to be 77377 to receive even more of '7’s blessing. '7, in turn, will also rejoice for the renewed

inspiration for His 717in and because of the extra blessing that He is able to give His people.
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Praiseworthy are those who dwell in Your house ...
The ©12 explains that it is best to begin nim%9 with the
praises of "7 of W"7p. However, since 72 can only be
said after reciting 2103 of 7711, the ' chose MWK as
the introduction to nimbe. Why "wx? The X773 (:7 ninn3)
teaches us that "MWX, when recited [with understanding]
three times daily, has the power to uplift a person to the
level of a X237 0?1v7 12. The X»3 goes on to say that MWR
includes the praise that "7 is the One Who sustains every
living being in the universe (7> n& 1nid) and its 0PI
begin with each successive letter of the 2-& except for

ithe letter 1. This alludes to the times when X7 223 has}
fallen (7913). "7 is Tni0, He supports and uplifts 993 £
9872, With this message, we begin nim%o.

(the 4™ »27 973099%) and 7p2a1 M. From his

! earliest years, the °27 was known for his
extremely sharp mind and was a Q1xy 7nnn. At age 13,
he married 71, daughter of %> %% ™ Auerbach, of
Lodz. In 1924, he became the 5" 27 17303%%, serving for
18 years. He developed the M7 1730378 to become
the 2™ largest Polish n17or. During WWII, he escaped to
the Warsaw Ghetto, refusing to leave his 2>7°01 although
he had a visa to 987> 8. He was "7 ¥37p ¥ qu91 along
{with his entire family and most of his 2>7°91 in Treblinka. f
) Some of his m7in Y177 are collected in the 799, NTpy/

B0, published by his 2707 after his v, 8
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In his humble piety, "
TR XIT DT o poyy, Sth
Aleksander Rebbe, declined to
take his father’s place and
become the next °37. It was
only after he had received his
mother’s clear mandate to
accept the appointment that he
obliged. Even so, he never
consented to sit at the head of
the table, instead placing his
seat at the side, and he never
stood at his father’s place by
the 7y during davening. It is
no wonder that thousands
flocked to Aleksander to hear

his mTom 17in ’7_,:}.*!!
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Every m7on, especially those
of our children (32 %y nipirn
121), is powerful. The onyan
writes that davening for
others is a xpaixy mygn. Even if
you cannot assist your friend
with money, you can assist
him with your ni%on. In this
time of xpunT Xn2pY, please
try to say extra o*yan for oy
X 32, In the mor of our
collective nivan, may we be it
to the 2i7pa mw moxal



Living with the Timglgss Torah

v . The Greater Force of Good

Adapted from The Jewish Observer (with kind permission)
—~—_

21117 and M973v0;7 from 22773 on the message of a catastrophic time:

During the weeks leading up to My W&, this column will continue to

feature some timeless min messages from our 287 2173, both past and present,

on how we can change ourselves for the better during these unprecedented times.
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It is a Np27INT 7Y M3y, [to gather together as a community] to wake up
and repent ... when any communal tragic event occurs ... If one does not wake up
and repent, but rather says that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty ...
[since it causes] additional calamities to occur (3-X:X 2 MivA Nidha oana).

In the last few decades %7 %93 and the rest world have witnessed
some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His message? R’ Pam 9731
would explain that although "7 knows that we have no o°X°21 who can tell us the
exact message, He is definitely still sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is
sending a message, and we must start by fixing our own faults.
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The following excerpt were taken from remarks made by R' Levi Yitzchok
Horowitz 9371, the second Bostoner Rebbe:

The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center represented one of the most
colossal monuments to man’s material achievements, a collaborative effort of our
generation to strive for permanence. And when those towers collapsed like a house
of cards, the world gasped in disbelief. In one of the prayers of X711 o we say,
“A man’s origin is from dust. He is likened to a broken shard, to a withering grass, to
a fading flower, to a passing shade, to a dissipating cloud, to the blowing wind, to
the flying dust, and to a momentary dream.”

Viewing permanence gives us weaklings the inspiration to seek our own
greatness, to build skyscrapers, to marvel in their existence and prominence on the
skyline. And when one of them is destroyed, we are rudely reminded how weak
and transient we are.

The lesson we learn from this disaster is that as humans, we must
acknowledge G-d’s supremacy over all the material world. We must focus on the
spiritual side of life, feeding the soul with the study of 117in and the performance of
niyn.

We humans strive for eternity. This is most dramatically played out in our
having and raising children. They are part of us and they extend us in time to
another generation. On and on.

As Jews, we understand that true immortality and permanence are
achieved only by attaching ourselves to G-d. As we exercise our spiritual nature to
fulfill the will of the Al-mighty, through prayer, the study of 117im, and acts of
kindness, we build true permanence into our world, by feeding the soul, the only
part of us that is capable of reaching eternity. As we reflect on the evil of terrorism
and the destruction of the World Trade Center, it is essential to focus on the
concept that good is more powerful than evil; that each of us has a greater power
to build, and to heal, much more so than those who might succeed in destroying
and killing. And we exercise our power of good through our acts of kindness, not
only towards our fellow Jews, but also to all peoples of the world. These acts of
kindness represent walking in the ways of G-d.

51 tell us that the force for good is 500 times stronger that the power of
evil. If evil by the hands of a few people can create so much suffering, pain and
devastation, just think how much more opportunity there is for the multitude to do
good, to move in the opposite direction from evil: comforting, healing and building.
Each and everyone of us possesses such great potential for good to contribute to
civilization and the world. This is a powerful message. We are therefore the bearers

Yof not just a good message, but of an action plan to build a better world. Ourf

inadequate feelings and emotions have to be put aside at times, in order to direct,
our energies to creating a better world through building a better community,
better family, a better self, through attaching ourselves to our Creator.

naw 29y legarning Contest 5780

As this year draws to its close, so does our naw¥ 27y learning contest. In this}

last week of the contest, learn for at least 45 minutes before 71 this 27y

nav, in your home, 12°¢" or local wW17% n°3. Learn for an hour or more and
get an additional raffle entry. There is no particular 7% to learn — you can even review
D3R TR Xpn 2. If you arrange for a group to learn on the phone, and have a MY to
learn about naw nisya or naw nwTp, you will receive an extra raffle entry as well. The
contest is open for all ages up to 12t grade. To participate in the program, please send in
email entry to thepircheinewsletter @gmail.com by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your

name, grade, m2°%, city, state, and contact # to have your name entered into a drawing}

for a beautiful set of o*wn ni?i73 nixJpn! Winner to be announced after 2iv ai.

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required 12"
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Story adapted from: Akeidas Yitzchak B'Rachamim Tizkor
(with kind permission from Hamodia

Dear Talmid,

The 5™ Aleksander Rebbe, R' Yitzchok Menachem Mendel
Danziger 71, was a loving father to anyone who sought his advice. He
knew each one of his thousands of @'7°9 by name, as well as the
names of their parents and children.

Older 7017 used to recount with amazement that whenever
a 701 would come from a distant town in Poland, the Rebbe would
inquire, in detail, about all his 27017 living in that village, referring to
each one by name. “How is Yaakov Dovid Moshe’s [Yaakov Dovid the
son of Moshe], and what’s doing with Reuven Berel’s?”

Not only did the Rebbe show his concern on an individual
level, he was also extremely concerned about the Tn of the young
generation. He worked tirelessly to establish the network of 987> ma
niaw», which included over 30 such niTein throughout Poland. He
engaged only the most superior MW *7° to teach the young o m2. In
the Rebbe’s opinion, this was the way to go about fighting the winds of
secularism.

His concern was not limited to the youths who spent their
time in 72°%°, but also to those who were forced to help earn a living
for their family and worked in shops and factories. For these youths,
the Rebbe founded a Chassidic youth movement called 3 n7a
17iP3. In this framework, he organized daily 117in 11w for them in the
local 7v72°vw. Thousands of working young men united under this
banner and, along with the guidance of specially trained mentors
(kommandant), continued to grow in 17in and "7 N7i2Y in their spare
time. During the Rebbe’s leadership, there were approximately 400
Aleksander 7y92"0% across Europe.

My 798, 2877 992 are compared to myriads of stars. For
each star, "7 has its name (X792 ninw 0737 ...). This shows His love and

concern. The Rebbe understood how much reassurance he was giving
to each 7011 by referring to him by name.

19392 997 0
m7T3,

Your 23

dage dayings

Source: Akeidas Yitzchak B'Rachamim Tizkor (Hamodia)
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7 %37 010 PRI PR 1, son of the Aleksander Rebbe, ™
770 TPXIT 970 0mIn POy related that his mother once told him:
“PoR2 I R IOT I 7217 23 R0 w0 — Do you think it is
easy to merit being a 98772 »7n?” She explained, “Once, when
your father, the Rebbe, came home from 7% and went to put his
oy back into the pIxw o™M99, he stood for a few moments

immersed in his deep thoughts and, afterward, | had to wipe the

Qoorfrom his tears!” j

~— *Halacha Corner:
SN (NOPT 2I0IY 957

e The person who serves as the M3y %Y for N9 should preferably
meet the same requirements/qualifications as those of the person
who serves as the Mg 9% on mwa WX and 793 of°.

e |t is proper that the person who is a M2% 9% for im0 should try to
understand the words he is saying.

*Since we only discuss a few ni373, it is important to consider these ni377 in the context
of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

¢y Questions of thg week:
1.What lesson must we take from the fact that heaven and earth
never change their nature?
2.From where do we see that a 7n%n is as dear to the *27 as the
"27's self?
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